
WO 01/06888 PCT/US00/19522 ir~atns' FLOCKED COSMETIC APPLICATOR Field of
the Invention The invention relates to cosmetic applicators. More  5
specifically, the invention relates to cosmetic applicators  adapted for
single or short-term use. *159159* Background of the Invention Before
buying a makeup product, the average consumer will  10 most frequently wish
to try the product she is contemplating on  her own skin before committing
to make what may be an expensive  purchase. In order to please the
potential buyer, the cosmetics  vendor faces a difficult dilemma. i.e., how
to permit the buyer to  sample a small amount of the product of interest at
a relatively 15 low cost to the vendor, and at the same time provide the
buyer  with an adequate amount of product to permit her to make an
informed decision regarding her purchase. For many years, the  standard
procedure was providing an array of "testers", i.e., full  size pieces of
each color in a line. In this scenario, every 20 prospective buyer sampled
from the same piece, such as a full size  lipstick. Because there was a
single piece to test from, however,  and particularly with lipstick, no
buyer was actually permitted to  apply the product directly to her lips;
rather, at best it was  permitted to stroke the lipstick on the skin of the
back of the 25 hand. Alternately, for example, with a powder product such
as an  eyeshadow, an individual cotton swab might be provided to each
customer, to permit her to take a small amount from the single  piece
provided. Clearly, however, such sampling procedures are  



less than optimum for the consumer, as they do not permit normal 30
application and evaluation of the appearance of the product in the
environment in which they will be worn. It has now become a more common
practice to provide the  customer with individual single or short term use
samplers, i.e., I 000001* WO 01/06888 PCTIUS00/19522 a miniature version of
the actual full size product. The  individual sampler is completely
hygienic, being used by a single  customer, and 'allows the customer to try
a lipstick directly on  her lips at the counter, or to take it home to try
it with a 5 particular outfit. The single use tester has now become an
established method of sampling, being preferable to both the  vendor and
the customer as a means of trying out a new product.  Illustration of such
testers are found for example in US Patent  Nos., 5.785,905, 4,915,234, WO
96/32031 and WO 96/32032. However, 10 such testers are not without their
problems. Unlike the full-size  testers, the vendor must have a large
inventory of samples of each  shade on hand at the counter, thus creating a
potential storage  problem in a small space. It can also be costly to
create a  variety of samplers in all available shades, for which there may
15 not be equal demand, potentially leaving a considerable amount of  waste
of less popular sampler shades. In addition, many of the  cosmetic products
currently available rely on the use of volatile  solvents; such products,
in order to be stored over long periods  of time, require airtight
packaging, which can significantly 20 increase the cost. Thus, there
continues to be a need for a  cosmetic sampler that affords the consumer a
convenient means of  



trying new products under hygienic conditions, while at the same  time
being cost-effective and efficiently storable by the vendor.  The present
invention now provides such a product. 25 Brief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 illustrates a front view of a sampler of the invention,  without a
cap. 30 Figure 2 illustrates a front view of the sampler with a cap in
place.  WO 01/06888 PCTIUSOO/19522 Figure 3 illustrates an axial section
through the sampler with a  cap in place, with a detailed view of
articulation of the cap with  the body. 5 Summary of the Invention The
present invention relates to a cosmetic sampler, the  sampler comprising a
body and at least one applicator tip, the tip  having flock applied
thereto. The flock provides a surface on the  applicator portion to which a
cosmetic product, in an amount 10 sufficient for one or two applications,
can be applied.  Optionally, the sampler is additionally provided with a
cap,  which, when fitted onto the body, may provide either an ordinary  or
an airtight seal. 15 Detailed Description of the Invention The sampler of
the present invention is designed so as to  permit ease of storage at the
cosmetics counter without the need  for maintaining a full inventory of
samplers in all shades of a 20 cosmetics line. The sampler is provided to
the counter empty,  



i.e., without any product on the sampler. When a customer  expresses
interest in a particular shade, the beauty advisor  simply applies the
product of interest, by rubbing it against the  flocked surface of the
applicator tip. The flock holds enough 25 product for one or two
applications of the product. The structure of the sampler is fairly simple,
and  inexpensive to manufacture. As shown in Figure 1, the sampler
comprises two distinct regions, a body 1, and the applicator  region 2
which comprises at least one applicator tip 3, the tip 30 having an
application surface 4, i.e., the portion of the tip 3  which is
particularly shaped and adapted for application of the  product. For ease
of illustration, the applicator tip 3 is shown  in the shape of a lipstick
bullet; however, it will be understood  WO 01/06888 PCT/US00/19522 that the
tip 3, and the application surface 4, may be in any shape  which permits
ease of application of flock to its surface, and  which further permits
ease of application of the product of  interest to the area of the face or
body to which the user wishes 5 to apply it. For example, the shape of the
tip as a whole may be,  in cross section, round, rectangular, hexagonal,
triangular or any  such variation, The application surface of the tip can
be oval-,  round-, teardrop-, heart-, square-shaped, or any other variation
which permits application of the makeup product to the skin 10 surface.
Similarly, the body can also be formed in any shape, and  will normally,
but not necessarily, be of the same shape as the  tip; however, a
cylindrical body is preferred. It will readily be  recognized that the
sampler may possess more than one applicator  tip, which permits sampling
of more than one cosmetic product at a  



15 time. The body 1 and applicator tip 3 of the sampler can be
conveniently made by injection molding of a plastic, such as  polypropylene
or polyethylene terpthalate. Once the sampler is  molded, flock 5 is
applied to the applicator tip 2. It is of 20 course possible to apply flock
5 to the entire tip 3, but  preferably, the flock is applied only to the
application surface  4. The process of flocking is a standard one, well
known in the  art. Briefly, short fibers, which may be of any commonly used
material, such as nylon, polyester, or any natural fiber are 25 applied
with an adhesive, such as an epoxy, to the surface to be  flocked.
Preferably, the flocking process takes place in an  electrostatic field,
which results in the proper orientation of  the fibers. The flock on the
application surface provide a  convenient "reservoir" which can hold a
small amount of cosmetic 30 product adequate for one or two applications.
The product is  loaded onto the flocking by simple rubbing of the product
against  the flock. 4 WO 01/06888 PCT/US00/19522 In one embodiment, and as
shown in Figure 2, the sampler is  provided with a cap 6, to enclose the
applicator tip which has  been loaded with product. If the sampler is to be
used right at  the cosmetics counter, a cap is not essential, as the
sampler will 5 be immediately used and disposed of. However, if the
customer  wishes to take the sampler elsewhere to try, it is important to
provide a cap to preserve the product on the flock. The cap 6,  which can
also be formed by injection molding, may be of an  ordinary type, for
example, one which simply fits onto the body 1 



10 by way of a friction-fit. In a preferred embodiment, however,
particularly when the cosmetic product has been formulated with a  volatile
solvent, the cap 6 forms an airtight seal against the  body of the sampler.
This may be achieved by any means known in  the art, such as by
dimensioning the cap 6 so as to provide a 15 volatile-impervious seal,
providing a flexible gasket between the  cap and body, or providing a
flexible sleeve to provide the  necessary seal. For ease of manufacture and
economy, however, the  seal can be accomplished by providing a sealing rib
7 on the body  of the sampler, which rib will fit into a corresponding
internal 20 annular groove 8 on the cap 6, securing the cap 6 in place on
the  body. The sealing rib 7 may be further supplemented by the  presence
of an additional annular projection 9 on the body,  preferably situated at
the upper end of the body 1 above the  sealing rib 7, which projection 9
contacts the inner wall of the 25 cap 6, preferably along the entire
circumference of the cap 6,  thereby providing an additional barrier to the
entry of air into  the chamber enclosed by the cap 6. The sampler of the
invention is particularly well adapted  for use in providing samples of
lipstick, lip gloss, or other lip  30 products. However, its use is not
limited in this way, and the sampler may also be used for sampling
eyeshadows, blushes, eyebrow  products, foundations, face powders, skin
care products, and the  like, i.e., any type of product that can be
conveniently 5 WO 01/06888 PCT/US00/19522 transferred to and held by the
flock on the application surface.  The use of the sampler is very simple,
in that the user simply  rubs the flocked application surface against the
portion of the  



face or body on which she wishes to try the product. 5 The sampler not only
provides a great benefit to the end  user, but also provides numerous
advantages to the vendor  dispensing cosmetic samples. For example, the
sampler is  completely hygienic: each user receives her own sampler, which
has  not previously been used by anyone else, and which is customized 10
according to her needs. It also benefits the vendor in that it can  be
shipped and stored conveniently, in bulk, unloaded, to the  counter where
it will be used. It is therefore unnecessary to  retain numerous samplers
of each shade or product carried, because a single, normal size product of
any given shade can be used to  15 load the sampler on an as-needed basis,
thereby eliminating waste  due to overstocking of samplers of less popular
shades. The  sampler is also inexpensive to make, and gives the consumer
adequate product to try, while at the same time avoiding the need  on the
part of the vendor to dispense large quantities of 20 promotional materials
at no charge. 6 WO 0 1 /06888 PCT/USOO/19522 What we claim is: 1. A device
for sampling cosmetic materials, the device  comprising a body and at least
one applicator tip, the  applicator tin having an application surface with
flock  attached thereto. 2. The device of claim 1 which also comprises a
cap. 3. The device of claim 2 in which the cap is capable of forming  an
airtight seal with the body. 4. The device of claim 3 in which the cap
comprises an internal groove. 



5. The device of claim I in which the body is equipped with a  sealing rib.
6. The device of claim 1 in which the sealing rib fits into an  internal
groove on the cap. 7. The device of claim 1 which is made of a plastic. B.
The device of claim I in which the flock comprises fibers of  nylon or
polyester. 9. A device for sampling cosmetic materials, the device
comprising a body equipped with a sealing rib, an applicator  tip with an
application surface, the surface having flock  attached thereto, and a cap
having an internal groove capable  of receiving the sealing rib.  WO
01/06888 PCT[USOO/I 9522 10. A method of making a device for sampling of
cosmetic  materials, comprising the steps of (a) injection molding a
plastic device comprising a  body, an applicator tip, and an application
surface; and  (b)applying flock to the application surface. 11. The method
of claim 10 which further comprises injection  molding a cap capable of
fitting onto the body of the device. 12. The method of claim 11 in which
the body is equipped with a  sealing rib. 13. The method of claim 12 in
which the cap is equipped with an  internal groove capable of receiving the
sealing rib.  


