
In an e-commerce system, on-line assurances of party identity or other
parameters can be obtained from financial institutions acting as assurors.
A signed message is sent from a sending party via an intermediate service
provider. The intermediate party obtains the identity of the receiver and
receiver's assuror from the receiving party and the obtaining assurances
from both the sending and receiving party assurors.  The assured message is
then sent to the receiving party who replies with a receipt which is sent
from the intermediate party to the sending party as an assured receipt. The
intermediate party plays no part in the underlying business transaction.


