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(54) Title: METHODS AND APPARATUS FOR FORMATTING HEADERS IN A COMMUNICATION FRAME

Determine a size of a (MAC) wireless communication
frame (or the size of a data payload in the frame)

A 4

Format the communication frame to include one or more

headers at the beginning of the frame prior to any data
packets in the frame when the determined size of the
frame (or data payload) is above a predetermined
threshold

Fig. 4
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(57) Abstract: Methods and apparatus for formatting
headers for data packets within a communication frame
for use in a wireless communication system are present-
ed. Formatting headers includes determining the size of
a wireless communication frame, and formatting the
payloads and associated headers within the communica-
tion frame according to the determined size. This for-
matting includes placing headers at the beginning of the
frame before the data packets corresponding to the
headers to optimize processing of the headers at a re-
ceiver. Formatting may also include formatting the
headers according to a first format within the frame
when the determined frame size is below a predeter-
mined size to optimize the size of the headers, and for-
matting according to a second format within the frame
when the size of the data packet is equal to or greater
than the predetermined size to optimize processing for
frames having large data packets.
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