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most effective anaesthetic properties, the benzocaine comprises at least 10% by welght of the base
and preferred compositions contain about 20% by weight of benzocaine. .
' Solvents useful in this invention may be at least one of polyoxyethyiene sorbitan tnoleate having
an average of about 20 units of ethylene oxide in the polyoxyethylene chain, polyethylene glycol
60 monolaurate wherein the polyethylene giycol has an average molecular weight of about 200toabout . 60
600 (e.g. about 400) and polyethylene glycol dilaurate wherein the polyethylene glycol has an average
molecular weight of about 400. Although wider ranges of one solvent to another are acceptable, the:
solvent is preferably selected from two of the herein listed class of solvents ina ratio of 40:60 to each
other, and most desirably in a ratio of 50:50.
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