The::i avention provides a lubricating oil for refrigerators, conprising (a),

at | east one ester represented by the formula (1) [err] 2 wherein Rerr] is
Clerr] to Cerr] straight-chain alkyl or Cerr] to CJerr] branched-chain %
alkyl; Rerr] is H (Cerr] to (Jerr] straight-chain alkyl or (Jerr] to \
Cerr] branched-chain alkyl; with the poviso that the total nunber of N
carbons contained in the alkyls represented by Rerr] and Rerr] is 2 to 18
and that when Rlerr] is H R[err] is branched-chain alkyl; and Rerr] is
Clerr] to CJerr] straight- chain alkyr19€3 to C20 branched-chain al kyl or

Cerr] to (Jerr] cycloal kyl, optionallé I n conbination with (b) at | east
one nenber selected fromthe group g of fatty acid polyol esters,

pht hal i ¢ acid esters,.alicgplic di carboxylic acid esters, polyvinyl ethers,
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5 wherein R* is C, to C;; straight-chain alkyl or C, to C,
branched-chain alkyl; R* is H, C, to C,, straight-chain
alkyi or C; to C,; branched-chain alkyl; with the poviso
that the total number of carbons cohtained in the alkyls
represented by R and R? is 2 to 18 and that when R? is H,
10 R! is branched-chain alkyl; and R® is C, to C,, straight-
chain alkyl, C, to C,, branched-chain alkyl or C, to C,,
cycloalkyl, optionally in combination with (b) at least
one member selected from the group consisting of fatty
acid polyol esters, phthalic acid esters, alicyclic
15 dicarboxylic_acid esters, polyvinyl ethers, hydrocarbon
oils and polyalkylene glycols; as well as a method for
lubricating a refrigerator using such a 1ﬁbricating oil,
and a working fluid composition for refrigerators

comprising (I) component (a) or components (a) and (b) and

20 (II) a refrigerant.



