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Whut is claimed to; 
LA process cartridge comprising: 
ti casing; 
a photosensitive drum having an axis LI, the photosensi­

tive drum bring rotatably supported in the casing to 
permit rotation about the axis LI; and 

e coupling member having m axis L2, the coupling mem­
ber including (1) a first end portion connected to the 
photosensitive drum, (ii) a second end portion, and (ill) 
a connecting portion connecting the first end portion and 
the second end portion, 

wherein the second endportiou included at least one pair of 
projections, with each of the projections including a 
facing portion that facet# the axis L2, each facing portion 
being open to the axis L2, 

Wherein a diameter of an imaginary circle that is tangent to 
tli© facing portions of the projections is greater than a 
maximum dimension of the connecting portion in a 
direction perpendicular to ihe axlsi L23 and 

whercja the coupling member is movable between a first 
position In which the axis L2 of the coupling member Is 
coaxial with the axis LI of the photosensitive drum, and 
A second position In which the axis L2 of the coupling 
member is inclined with respect to the axis LI of the 
photosensitive drum. 

2, A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein in the 
second position, the coupling member is Hilly inclined with 
respect to the axte LI of the* photosensitive drum* and an pnglti 
of inclination of Ihti axfa L2 with respect lo the axis Ll is 
about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees, 

3, A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein the 
first end portion of the coupling member haH a maximum 
outer dimension in a direction perpendicular to the axis L2 
that is grwtitf ihiin Ihe maximum outer dimension of the 
connecting portion Of the coupling member, 

4, A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein at lopst 
the second end portion of the coupling member is outside of 
the CHsing. 
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5. A process cartridge according to claim 1, whareiu a 
maximum disiunoe from the axis L2 lo mi outermost surface 
of the connecting portion along a lino perpendicular to the 
axis L2 is lens than a maximum distance from the axis L2 to 
an outermost surface of the second end portion 5long a line 
perpendicular to tho axis L2. 

6. A proctitis cartridge according to claim 5, wherein the 
connecting portion comprises a shaft along the axis L2, 

7. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein, for at 
least part of the second end portion, a maximum distance 
from tha axis L2 lo the outermost surface along a line per-
pendlcular to the uxis L2 increases as thy distance ulang the 
axis L2 from the connecting portion increases. 

8. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein the 
second end portion compri&os an opening to a recess, with the 
opening facing away from the connecting portion, 

9. A process cartridge according 10 claim 1, wherein the 
coupling member is connected to the photosensitive drum by 
a tlange. 

10. A process cartridge according to claim 9. wherein the 
flange lias a hallow portion, and at least purl of the first end 
portion of the coupling member is In the hollow portion of the 
flange. 

11. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein the 
coupling member is connected to a shaft that is connected to 
the photosensitive drum. 

12. A process crurlridgp according lo claim 11, wherein the 
shaft is corWcetod to the photosensitive drum by a flange, 

13. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein the 
casing camp rises & guide portion capable of guiding the cou­
pling member toward the second position, wherein tho guide 
portion projects substantially in the some direction as the axis 
LI and is disposed in proximity to the coupling member, 
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14. A drum unit usable in a prows cartridge, the drum unit 
com prising: 

a photosensitive drum haying an axis LI; 
a flange provided at one end of the photosensitive drum that 

iit coaxial with the axis LI; und 
a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem­

ber including (i) a first end portion connected to the 
flange, (ii) n second end portion, and (ili) a connecting 
portion connecting the first end portion, and the second 
end portfortj 

wherein the second end portion liicludcfl at least one pair of 
projections, with each of the projections including a 
facing portion that faccs the uxls L2, each facing portion 
being open to the: axis L2, 

wherein ti diameter of an imaginary circlo thai is lungonl to 
the facing portions of (he projections is greater than a 
maximum dimension of the connecting portion in a 
direction perpendicular to the nxie L2, and 

wliernin the coupling member ia movable between a first 
position in which thu axis L2 of the coupling member is 
coexiel with the axis LI of the photosensitive drum, and 
o second position in Which the axis L2 of the coupling 
member is inclined with respect to tho wie LI of fee 
photosensitive drum. 
IS. A drum unit iiccording to claim 14, wherein in ihe 

second position, the coupling member in hilly inclined with 
respect to the axis LI of the photosensitive drum, and an angle 
of inclination of the axis L2 with respect to the axia LI is 
about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees. 

lfiA drum unit according to alni m 14, wherei n u maximum 
distance from (he axU L2 to an outermost surface of the 
connecting portion along a line perpendicular to the axisL2 is 
less than a maximum distance from the axis L2 to an outer­
most surface of the second end portion along a line perpen­
dicular to Ihe axis L2, 
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17. A drum unit according lo claim 16, wherein the con­
necting portion comprises a shaft along Ihe axis L2, 

18. A drum uflit according to claim 14, wherein, for at least 
part of the second end portion, a maximum distance from tho 
axis L2 to the outermost surface along a Hue perpendicular to 
tho axis L2 Inercaues (is the distance along tho axia LZ from 
the connecting portion increases, 

19. A drum unit according to claim 14, wherein the second 
end portion comprises ait opening to a recess, with the open­
ing facjng away from the connecting portion. 

20. A drum unit according lo claim 14, wherein tho flange 
hat* t! hollow portion, and at least part of lite first end portion 
of the coupling member is in the hollow portion of the flanga, 

21. A drum unit according to claim 14, wherein the cou­
pling member is connected to a shaft that is connected to tha 
filings. 

22. A drum unit according to claim 14, wherein tho lint end 
portion of the coupling mombcr hud a maximum outer dimen­
sion in a direction perpendicular to the axis L2 that iB greater 
than the maximum outer dimension of the connecting portion 
of the coupling member. 

23. A process cartridge comprising: 
a casing; 
a photosensitive drum having an axis LI, the photosensi­

tive drum being rolutably supported in the cosing to 
permit rotation ubout lite nxie LI; 

a developer roller having an axis LI, the developer roller 
being ratfltably supported in the casing to permit rotation 
about the axis L2; sod 

a coupling member having an axis L3, die coupling mem­
ber having (i) a first end portion connected to die pho­
tosensitive drum, (ii) a second end portion, and (iii) a 
connecting portion connecting the first end portion and 
the second end portion, 
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wherein the coupling member is movable between a first 
position in which the axis L3 of the coupling member is 
coaxial with tho axis Ll of the photosensitive drum, and 
a second position in which the axis L3 of the coupling 
member is fully inclined with respect to the axis Ll of 
the plintnfiBiisitive drum And In which ft portion of the 
axis L3 Ht the first end portion side of the coupling 
mombor is nutiror ID iho uxii. L2 of Ihe devulopur roller 
than a portion of tho axis L3 et the second end portion 
side of the coupling member, and 

wherein when the coupling member is ill the second posi­
tion, tha axis L3 of the coupling member is Inclined from 
about 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with respect to the 
axis Ll of tho photosensitive drum. 

24. A process cartridge according to claim 23, wherein a 
maximum distance from the axis L3 to en outermost surface 
of the connecting portion along a line perpendicular to the 
8X18 L3 i(> less t)mn a maximum distance from tho axis L3 to 
an outermost surface of the second end portion along a line 
perpendicular to the axis L3. 

25. A process cartridge according to claim 23, wherein the 
connecting portion wmpriw a shaft along the axis L3. 

26. A protean cartridge according to claim 23, whurain the 
second end portion include* at least one projection and an 
opening to n recess, with the opening facing away from the 
connecting portion. 

27. A process cartridge according to claim 23, wherein the 
coupling member is connected to the photosensitive drum by 
a flange, 

2#. A process cartridge according to claim 27, wherein the 
flange has a hollow portion, and at least pari of tho first end 
portion of the coupling member is in the hollow portion of the 
flange. 
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29, A process cartridge according to claim 23, wherein at 
least the second end parti oil of Ihe coupling member is out­
ride of the casing. 

30. An image forming apparatus comprising 
o process cartridge including: 
a casing; 
a photosensitive drum having en axis M, the photosensi­

tive drum being rotutubly supported In the casing to 
permit rotation about the axie Ll; and 

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling mem­
ber including (1) a first end portion connected to (he 
photosensitive drum, (ii) A second end portion, and (Hi) 
a connecting portion connecting the tint end portion and 
(he second end portion, 

Wherein the second end portion IMhides nt least one pair of 
projections, with each of the projections including a 
facing portion that faces the axis L2, each facing portion 
being open to the axis L2, 

wherein ci diumeler of nn imaginary circle that is tangent to 
the facing portions of the projections is greater than B 
rauximiim dimension of the connecting portion in a 
direction perpendicular to the axis L2, and 

wherein the coupling member Is movable between n first 
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is 
coaxial with (lie nxist Ll of the photosensitive drum, und 
a second position in which the axis L2 of the coupling 
mumbur is inclined with respect to (lie axk Ll of the 
photosensitive drum; 
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ti driving mo lor; 
a driving shaft cngogeable with the second end portion of 

the coupling member of the process cartridge and having 
a rotational axis f.3; 

ti guide portion configured to guide insertion of the pro cess 
cartridge into thw image forming uppiLmiiia nlong a 
direction that ta substantial]}' perpendicular to the rota­
tional axis L3 of the driving shaft; and 

an urg.ing member mo vabl e between an urging posi 11 on and 
a retracted position retracted from Che urging position, 

wherein, when the process cartridge is mounted to the 
image forming apparatus, tho coupling monitor is 
inclined toward the driving Bheft by being urged by an 
elastic force of the urging member restoring to the urg­
ing position after being temporarily retracted to the 
retracted position by being contacted by the coupling 
mombor. 


