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Wht 15 elaimed {s:

1. A procees cariridge comprising:

B casing

& photosensitive drum having an axis L1, the photosensi-
tive drum being rotetebly supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axie L1; and

B coupling mambar having an axis L.2, the coupling men-
ber inclding (i) o first end portion connected to the
pholosensitive drum, (ii) & second end portion, and {iii)
A conneeling portion connecting the first end portlon and
the second end portion,

wherein tha second end portion includes at least one pair of
projections, with each of the projections including &
lucing portion Lthat facow the exis L2, cach faciog portion
being opeon to the axis L2,

wherein e digmeter of an imaginary circle that is tangent to
the facing portions of the projections is greater than a
maximum dimension of the connecting portion in 8
direction perpendicular to the axis L2, and

wherein the conpling momber is movable botwoon a first
poeltion in which the axis L2 of'the coupling membet is
coaxial with the axis L1 of the photosensitive drum, o
a second position in which the axis L2 of the coupling
member 18 inelined with respect to the axis L1 of the
photosensitive drum.

2. A procoss cartridgo secording to claim 1, wherein in the

gecond position, the coupling member 18 fully inclined with
respact to the axis L1 of the photesensitive drum, and an angle

of inclination of the axis L2 with respect to the axis L1 iy
about 20 degrees to about 60 dogrees,

3. A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein the
first end portion of the coupling member has a8 maximutm
outer dimension in a direction petpendicular to the axis L2
thut is grooter than (he moximum ouler dimension of the
connecting portion of the coupling member,

4. A process cartridge according to claim 2, wherein at least
the second end portion of the coupling member is outside of

the casing,
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5. A process cartridge sccording to cluim 1, wherein g
meaximum distance from the axis L2 10 an ovtermost surface
ol the connecting portion along a line perpendicular o the
axis L2 is less than a maximum distance from the axis L2 to
an outermost gurface of the second end pertion elong a line
perpendicular to the axis L2.

6. A process cartridge according to cleim 8, whorein the
connecting portion comprises a shaft along the axia L2.

7. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein, for at
least part of the second end portion, a mexinum distance
from the axia L2 1o the outermost surface along a line per-
pendleular to the wxis L2 incresses a5 the distance along the
axis L2 from the conneeting portion increases,

8. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein the
second end portion comprises an opening to a recess, with the
opening facing away from the connecting portion.

9. A process cariridge according 1o ¢laim 1, wherein the
coupling member is connected to the photosensitive dmm by
a flange.

10. A process cartridge according to claim 9, whervin (he
flange has a hollow portion, and at least part of the first end
portion ¢of (he coupling member i in the hollow portion of the
flange.

1%. A process cantidge according to ¢laim 1, wherein the
coupling member is connected to a shaft that is connected to
the phetosonsitive drum.

12. A process cartridge according (o ¢laim 11, wherein (he
shafl is connceted 1o the photosensitive drum by a flange.

13. A process cartridge according to claim 1, wherein the
casing comprises a guide portion capable of guiding the cou-
pling member toward the second position, wherein the guids
portion projects substantially in the same direction as the axis
L1 and is disposed in proximity to tho coupling member,
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14. A drum unit useblo ina progess cartridge, the drum unit
comprising

a photosensitive drum heving an axis L1;

a flange provided at one end of the photosensitive drum that
is voaxial with the axis L1; snd

a coupling member having an axis L2, the coupling me¢m-
ber including (i) a first cnd portion ¢onnected to the
flanga, (ii) # second end poriion, and (ili) a connecting
portion connecting the first end portion and the second
cnd portion,

wherein the second end portion includes at lenst one pair of
projoctions, with each of the prajections including a
facing portion that faces the wxis L2, eéach facing portion
being opon o the axis L2,

wherein s diumeter of an imaginary circlo thal is lengentto
the facing portions of the projections is greater than &
maximum dimension of the connecting portion in 8
direction perpendicular to the axie L2, and

wherain the coupling member is movable betwaen a first
pogition in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
coaxial with the axis L1 of the photoscnsitive drum, and
a second position in which the axis L2 of the coupling
member 18 inclined with respect ta the axis L1 of the
photosensitive drom.

15, A drum unil secording 1o claim 14, whereln in the
second position, the coupling member i folly inclined with
reepect to the axis L1 of'the photosensitive drum, and an angle
af inclination of the axis L2 with respect to the axis L1 is
ahout 20 degrees to about 60 degrees.

16. A drum unit according to claim 14, wherein u maximum
distence from tho exis [2 1o an outermost surface of the
connecting portion along a line perpendicular to the axis L2 is
less than & maximum distanse from the axis L2 to an outer-
most surface of the second end portion along & line perpen-
dicular 1o the axis L2,
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17. A drum unit according to ¢laim 16, wherein the ¢on-
necting portion comprises a sheft along the axis L.

18, A drum unit according to claim 14, whereln, for at least
part of the second end portion, 8 maximum distance from the
axis L2 to the outermost surfbce olong a line perpendicular to
the uxis L2 incresses og the distance along the axis L2 from
the connecting portion increases.

19, A drum unit according to ¢laim 14, wherein the second
end portion compriges an opening to a recess, with the opon-
ing facing away [ram (he connecting portion,

20. A drum unit according 1o ¢lgim 14, wherein tho Jangs
has & hollow portion, and at least part of the first end portion
of' the coupling member is in the hollow portion of the flenga,

21. A drum unit acenrding to ¢laim 14, wherein the con-
pling member is connected to a shaft that is connected to tho
Nunge.

22. A drum unit according to claim 14, wherein the flretond
portion of the coupling momber hew @ maximum ouler dimen-
sionin a direction perpendicular to the axis L2 that is greater
than the maximwun outar dimension of the connecting portion
of the coupling membar.

23, A process cartridge comprising:

8 casing;

a photogensitive drum having an axis L1, the photosensi-
tive drum being rotatably supporied in the casing to
permit rotation nbout the uxis L1;

a daveloper raller having an axis L2, the developer roller
being rotatably supported in the casing to permit rotation
about the exis L2; and

a coupling member having an axis L3, the coupling mem-
ber having (1) a firat end portion connested (o the pho-
tosensitive drum, (ii) a second end portion, and (iii) a
connecting portion connecting the flrst end portion and
the second end portion,
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wherein the coupling member 15 movable between a first
position in which the oxis L3 of the coupling member is
coaxial with the axis L1 of the photosongitive drum, and
a second position in which the axis L3 of the coupling
member i fully inclined with respect 1o the axis L1 of
the photosensitive drum and In which a partlon of the
axis L3 et the first end portion side of the coupling
mombor is nuaroer Lo the axis L2 of the devoloper roller
than a portion of the axis L3 st the sccond end portion
side of the coupling member, and

wherein when the coupling member is in the second posi-

tion, the axis L3 of the coupling member is inclined from
uhout 20 degrees to about 60 degrees with respect Lo the
axis L1 of the photosonsitive drum.

24. A process cartridge according to claim 23, wherein a
maximum distance [Tom the axiv L3 to an outermos! surface
of the connecting portlon nlong o line perpendicular 1o the
axis L3 ia less than a maximum distance from the axis L3 to
an outermost surface of the second end portion along a line
perpendicular to the axis L3,

25. A process cartridge according to ¢laim 23, wherein the
counecting portion cemprises a sheft along the axis L.

16. A process cartridge uecording to claim 23, whervin the
second end portion includes st least ane projection and Ao
opening to a recess, with the opening facing awsy from the
counecting portion.

27. A process cartridge according o claim 23, wherein the
coupling member is connected 1o the photogensitive drum by
o flange.

28. A process certridge according te ¢laim 27, wherein the
flange has a hollow portion, and at lesst part of the first end
portion of the coupling momber is in the hollaw portion of the
flange.
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29, A process cartridge according to ¢laim 23, whergin at
least the second ond portion of the coupling member is out-
side of the casing.

30, An image forming apparatus comprising:

g process cartridge including,

a casing;

a photogensitive drum having en axis [.1, the photosensl-
tive drum boing rotatably supported in the casing to
permit rotation about the axis L1; and

a coupling member having an axia L2, the coupling mem-
ber including (i) a first end porticn connected to the
photosensitive drum, (ii) 4 second end portion, and (i)
a connecting pottion connecting the first end portion and
the second end poriion,

wherein the second end portion Includes at least one pair of
projections, with each of the projections in¢luding a
facing portion that foces the axis L2, each facing portion
being open to the axis L2,

wherein o dinmeter of an imaginary circle that is tangemt 1o
the facing portions of the projections is greater than s
muximim dimension ol the connecting portion in a
direction perpondicular to the axis L2, and

wherein the coupling member is movable between n frst
position in which the axis L2 of the coupling member is
coaxial with the axis L1 of the photosensitive drum, and
a second position in which the axis L2 of the coupling
membor is inclined with respect Lo the axis L1 of the
photosensitive drum;
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b driving molor;

a driving shaft cngegeable with the second end portien of
the coupling member of the process cartridge and having
a rotatienal exis [L3;

u ghide partion configured to guide insertion of the process
cortridge into the imuge forming apparstus slong A
direction that ia substantially perpendicular to the rota-
tional axis L3 of the driving shaft; and

an urglng member movable between an urging positlon and
a retracted position retracted from the urging position,

wherein, when the process cartridge ie mounted to the
image forming epparatus, tho coupling member is
inclined toward the driving shaft by being urged by an
elastic force of the urging member restoring to the vrg-
ing position afler being temporatily retracted to the
retracted position by being contacted by the coupling
mombor.



