
This invention concerns direct currency conversion,
that is automatic currency conversion at point of
payment for card transactions. In particular it
concerns a method for operating equipment associated
with a financial transaction. The method includes the
steps of: Presenting a card related to a customer's
account. Recording a card number from the card.
Applying all or part of the card number to a tree
structure, and automatically processing that number by
the tree one bit at a time to arrive at an end node of
the tree coded with information related to the 



currency of the customer's card account. Determining
the currency of the customer's card account. Comparing
the currency of the customer's card account with one
or more currencies predetermined for the equipment.
Where the comparison indicates different currencies,
providing direct currency conversion services. In
other aspects it concerns the equipment itself, and a
method of preparing a tree structure for use by the
equipment. 


