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Abstract A nethod of isolating or purifying pravastatin or its

phar maceutical |y acceptabl e salt chakacterized by involving, in the process
of isolating or purifying pravastatin or its pharmacol ogically acceptable
salt, the step of extracting pravastatin using an organic sol vent
represented by the fornula CH err] @bkeast) R (wherein R represents an al kyl
group having 3 or nore carbon atons) or the step of deconposing inpurities
using an inorganic acid or an inorgani c base; and conpositions containing

pravastatin sodi yombBes i Qg i%urifying pravastatin or its pharmaceutically
acceptable salt characterized by involving, in the process of isolating or purifying
pravastatin or its pharmacologically acceptable salt, the step of extracting
pravastatin using an organic solvent represented by the formula CH3CO;R
(wherein R represents an alkyl group having 3 or more carbon atoms) or the step
of decomposing impurities using an inorganic acid or an inorganic base; and

compositions containing pravastatin sodium thus obtained.
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