
(57) Abstract: A network processor (10) useful in network switch apparatus
and methods of operating such a processor (10) in which data flow handling
and flexibility is enhanced by the cooperation of a plurality of interface
processors (16, 34) formed on a semiconductor substrate. The interface
processors (16,34) provide data paths for inbound and outbound data flow
and operate under the control of instructions stored in an instruction
store formed on the semiconductor substrate.    


