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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR SIGNALING CONTROL 

INFORMATION IN A MOBILE COMMUNICATION NETWORK 

CLAIM UNDER 35 U.S.C. ti I I 9,(e) 
This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application No. 

61/320,167, filed April 1, 2010, entitled "TPC Command Transmission in Carrier 

Aggregation," and U.S. Provisional Application No. 611322,190, filed April 8, 2010, 

entitled "Efficient Decoding Methods and Apparatus for Block Coded Messages with 

10 

	

	Know Subset of Bit Values," both of which are incorporated by reference in their 

entirety. 

TECHNICAL FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

This disclosure relates in general to wireless communication and, more 

15 	particularly, to managing the transmission power of a mobile terminal. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Modern mobile communication networks face an ever increasing demand fa 

high-bandwidth communication services under a wide variety of radio conditions. 

20 

	

	Some communication technologies have responded. to this need by utilizing an 

expanded radiofrequency spectrum. For example, Release S of the 3G-PP Long Term 

Evolution (urp standard utilized a 20-MHz bandwidth for carrier signals. but 

Release 10 is expected to utilize a spectrum of 100-MHz or more. 

Because 	backwards 	compatibility 	is 	often 	a 	requirement 	for 	mobile 

25 

	

	communication networks, networks supporting use of expanded spectrums are Mien 

required to support legacy devices incapable of recognizing or utilizing their larger 

bandwidth. 	The need to support terminals having  havint a range of different capabilities 

creates significant difficulties in managing resource use in such networks. 	To 

facilitate use of expanded carrier spectrums while still 	maintaining backwards 

30 	compatibility, certain communication technologies, such as LTE, utilize a "carrier 

aggregation" scheme. 	Under such a scheme, a legacy terminal that is incapable of 

using the entirety of the expanded carrier spectrum will recognize the expanded 

spectrum as multiple separate carrier spectrums, referred to as "Component Carriers" 
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(CCs) that are each sized to fit the capabilities of the legacy terminal. 	Meanwhile 

current-generation terminals will be able to utilize a larger carrier spectrum by 

aggregating multiple CCs. 

However, use of multiple separate carrier speculum can significandy 

5 complicate configuration and management of networks. For example, if the network 

attempts to notify a mobile device over a non-ideal radio channel that the device has 

been scheduled to use a particular component carrier, the mobile device may not 

successfully receive the notification. 	Even though many modem communication 

technologies provide procedures fix a device to request retransmission of information 

10 that was not successfully received, it may be difficult or impossible for a device to 

determine that it has not received scheduling information if the device is uncertain 

what scheduling information to expect Furthermore, while the device could simply 

report on all the scheduling infbrmation it receives, and thereby permit the network to 

determine by deduction what scheduling information the device did not. receive, a 

15 significant amount of the network's transmission resource would be used up 

unnecessarily on such signaling when the mobile device successfully receives all the 

scheduling information. 	Thus, finding an effective scheme for communicating 

information about the scheduling of component carriers—one that can accommodate 

and adapt to transmission errors—can be critical to performance in networks that 

20 support carrier aggregation. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

In accordance with the present disclosure, certain disadvantages and problems 

associated with mobile communication have been substantially reduced or eliminated. 

25 	In particular, certain devices and techniques for providing mobile telecommunication 

service are described. 

In accordance with one embodiment of the present disclosure, a method of 

operating a wireless communication terminal includes receiving downlink control 

messages that contain scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal to 

30 	receive a downlink transmission on either a primary carrier or a secondary carrier. 

The method also includes determining, for each of the downlink control messages, 

whether that message includes scheduling information for the primary carrier or for a 

secondary carrier. 	Additionally, the method includes selecting a format for an uplink 
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control message based on whether any of the downlink control messages includes 

scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal to receive a downlink 

transmission on a secondary carrier, generating an uplink control message based on 

the selected format, and transmitting the uplink control message to the base station. 

5 In accordance with another embodiment of the present disclosure, an apparatus is 

operable to implement this method. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the present disclosure, a method of 

operating a wireless communication terminal includes receiving downlink control 

messages that contain scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal to 

10 receive a downlink transmission on either a primary carrier or a secondary carrier. 

Each downlink control message also contains a power control parameter. The method 

further includes determining, for each of the downlink control messages, whether that 

downlink control message includes scheduling information for the primary carrier or 

for a secondary carrier. Additionally, the method includes determining a transmission 

15 power level for an uplink control message based on whether any of the downlink 

control messages includes scheduling information for a secondary carrier, generating 

an uplink control message, and transmitting the uplink control message to the base 

station at the determined transmission power level. 	In. accordance with another 

embodiment. of the present disclosure, an apparatus is operable to implement this 

2{) method. 

In accordance with another embodiment of the present disclosure, a method. of 

operating a network node in an access network includes scheduling a wireless 

terminal to receive a downlink transmission on a primary carrier and one or more 

secondary carriers. 	'The method also includes determining a first power control 

25 parameter for the wireless terminal. to use in transmitting an uplink control message in 

accordance with a first format and generating a downlink control message that 

includes the first power control parameter and scheduling information for the primary 

carrier. 	The method further includes determining one or more additional power 

control parameters for the wireless temiMal to use in transmitting an uplink control 

30 message in accordance with a second format and generating downlink control 

messages that include the additional power control parameters and scheduling 

information for secondary carriers. Additionally, the method includes transmitting the 

first and additional 	downlink control messages 	to the 	wireless 	terminal. 	In 
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accordance with another embodiment of the present: disclosure. an apparatus is 

operable to implement this method. 

Important technical advantages of certain embodiments of the present 

invention include reducing the required overhead for control signaling in systems 

5 supporting carrier aggregation, 	Particular embodiments may be capable of limiting 

the control signaling overhead associated with carrier aggregation when a terminal is 

not utilizing multiple componem carriers. Additionally, particular embodiments may 

be able to provide this overhead reduction using a robust signaling scheme that can 

adapt to transmission errors that may impair the relevant signaling. Other advantages 

1t) of the present invention will be readily apparent to one skilled in the art from the 

following figures, descriptions, and claims. 	Moreover, while specific advantages 

have been enumerated above, various embodiments may include all, some, or none of 

the enumerated advantages. 

15 BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

For a more complete understanding of the present invention 	and 	its 

advantages, reference is POW made to the following description, taken in conjunction 

with the accompanying drawings,. in which: 

FIGURE 1 illustrates the carrier spectrum for an example communication 

21) system that utilizes carrier aggregation; 

FIGURE 2 illustrates a particular embodiment of a mobile communication 

system that supports carrier aggregation; 

FIGURES 3A-3D are tables providing example power control parameters that 

may be utilized in particular embodiments of the mobile communication system of 

25 FIGURE 2; 

FIGURE 4 is a table of covering vectors that may be utilized to decode 

information in particular embodiments of the mobile communication system; 

FIGURE 5 is a table showing a comparison of the operational complexity of 

various 	decoding 	techniques 	that 	can be 	used 	to decode 	encoded 	feedback 

30 information; 

FIGURE 6 is a block diagram illustrating a particular embodiment of a 

wireless terminal dun may be supported by the mobile communication system; 
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FIGURE 7 is a flowchart showing example operation of a particular 

embodiment of the wireless terminal in selecting a 	format for uplink control 

messages; 

FIGURE 	8 	is a flowchart showing example operation of a. particular 

5 embodiment of the wireless terminal in determining a transmission power level at 

Which to transmit uplink control messages; 

FIGURE 9 is a block diagram illustrating a particular embodiment of a 

network node that may be utilized in mobile communication system; 

FIGURE 10 is a flowchart showing example operation of the network node in 

10 

15 

managing the transmission power level of the wireless terminal; and 

FIGURES 11-12 are flowcharts illustrating example operation of particular 

embodiments of the network node in decoding feedback information transmitted by 

the wireless terminal, 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

FIGURE I illustrates the carrier spectrum for an example communication 

system 	that 	utilizes 	carrier 	aggregation. 	Certain 	advanced 	cormnunication 

technologies tel 	on carrier aggregation to facilitate use of an. expanded carrier 

spectrum 1.1.0 in networks that must also support legacy terminals that are only 

20 capable of utilizing smaller carrier spectrums. 	Under a carrier aggregation scheme, 

expanded carrier spectrum 110 can appear to a legacy terminal as the aggregate 

spectrum for multiple carriers 100 (referred to as "component carriers" (CCs)), each 

having a smaller spectrum that is compatible with the capabilities of the legacy 

terminal, 	Current-generation terminals, however, can utilize a larger portion of the 

25 expanded spectrum 110 by transmitting or receiving over multiple of the component 

carriers 100. 

As one example, Release $ of the Long Term Evolution (LTE) communication 

standard supports a carrier spectrum having bandwidths up to 20 MHz. As a result, 

terminals configured to support. this standard may be limited to using carriers having a 

30 bandwidth no greater than 20 MHz. 	However, in order to provide higher overall 

throughput, Release 1.0 of LTE is expected to support a carrier spectrum having a 

bandwidth larger than 20 .MH.z. 	As a result, future releases of LIE will use carrier 

aggregation to provide spectrum compatibility. With carrier aggregation, this overall 
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spectrum will appear to a Release 8 terminal as the aggregate spectrum of multiple 

component carriers, each having a smaller spectrum (e.g., 20 MHz) compatible with 

the capabilities of the Release 8 terminal. Meanwhile, a Release 10 terminal may be 

able to utilizing the entirety of this expanded caffier spectrum 	110 by utilizing 

5 multiple component carriers 	100 simultaneously:. 	While the description below 

focuses, for purposes of illustration, on implementing the described solutions in LIE 

networks, 	the 	described 	solutions 	may 	be 	implemented, 	with 	appropriate 

modification, to any suitable communication technologies. 

FIGURE 2 illustrates a mobile communication system 10 that provides 

10 communication service to a wireless terminal 20 using a carrier aggregation scheme, 

such as the one illustrated in FIGURE 1. Mobile communication system 10 includes 

an access network 30 that provides communication services to a cell 60 associated 

with mobile communication system 10 and a core network 41) that provides backhaul 

delivery of information within mobile communication system 10. By using signaling 

13 techniques described herein, particular embodiments of mobile communication 

system 10 can provide a reliable scheme lbr communicating scheduling information 

and power settings between access network 31) and wireless terminal 20 regardless 017 

the number of components carriers configured for wireless terminal 20. Additionally, 

by using knowledge of the component: carriers on which wireless terminal 20 has been 

20 scheduled, access network 30 can more efficiently decode feedback transmitted by 

wireless terminal 20 indicating the scheduled transmissions successfully received by 

wireless 	terminal 	20. 	Consequently, 	as 	described 	further 	below, 	particular 

embodiments of mobile communication system 10 can provide robust, low-overhead 

techniques for managing the use of carrier aggregation. 

25 In general, mobile communication system 10 provides mobile communication 

service to one or more wireless terminals 20 operating within cell 60, a geographic 

area associated with mobile communication system 10. 	Mobile communication 

system 10 may support communication of any suitable type and/or in accordance with 

any appropriate communication standards including, but not limited to, any Long 

30 Term Evolution (LIE), Worldwide Intel-operability for Microwave Access (WiMAX.), 

and Wideband Code Division Multiple Access (WCDMA) communication standards. 

Wireless terminal 20 represents any device capable 	of communicating, 

information wirelessly with mobile communication system 10. 	Examples of wireless 
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terminal 20 include traditional communication devices such as mobile phones, 

personal digital assistants ("PDAs"), laptop computers, and any other portable 

communication device suitable for use with communication system 10. For example, 

in particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 represents an instance of 1:1T. user 

5 equipment ( U.E). 	Additionally, in particular embodiments, w ireless terminal 20 may 

also represent automated equipment or devices equipped with components suitable to 

permit communication with mobile communication system 10, such as devices in a 

home-automation network. 	For example, wireless terminal 20 may represent a 

washing machine, oven, digital video recorder (Masi, or other home appliances 

10 capable of remote manaaement over mobile communication system 10, 	Although 

FIGURE 2 illustrates, for the sake of simplicity, only a single wireless terminal 20 

and a single base station 32, mobile communication system )0 may include any 

suitable number and configuration of base stations 32 capable of serving any number 

of wireless terminals 20 including, in particular embodiments, wireless terminals 20 

I 5 having different capabilities with respect to the carrier spectrums they support. 

Access network 30 communicates wirelessly with wireless terminals 20 and 

serves as an interface between wireless terminals 20 and core network 40. 	Access 

network 30 may represent or include a radio access network andlor any elements 

responsible for providing a radio or air interface for core network 40. For example, in 

20 the illustrated embodiment, access network 30 includes one or more base stations 32. 

Access network 30 may also include base station controllers, access servers, 

gateways, and/or any additional components suitable for managing radio channels 

used by base station 32, authenticating users, controlling handoffs between base 

station 32 	and other radio access elements, 	and/or 	otherwise managing. 	the 

25 interoperation of base stations 32 and interfacing base stations 32 with core network 

40. 

Base station 32 communicates wirelessly with wireless terminals 20 to 

facilitate mobile communication for wireless terminals 20, 	Base stations 32 may 

include any appropriate elements to communicate with wireless terminals 20 and to 

30 interface wireless terminals 20 with core network 40. For example, depending on the 

communications standards supported by access network 30 and core network 40, each 

base station 32 may represent or include a base station, a Node B, an evolved Node B 
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(eNode B), a radio base station (RBS), an access point, or any other suitable element 

capable of communicating with wireless terminals 20 wirelessly. 

Core network 4() routes voice and/or data communicated by wireless terminals 

20 from access network 30 to other wireless terminals 20 or to other communication 

devices coupled to core network 40 through landline connections or through other 

networks. Core network 40 may support any appropriate standards or techniques for 

routing such. communications. For example, in embodiments of wireless terminals 20 

that support LIE, core network 40 may represent a System Architecture Evolution 

(SAE) core network, 	Core network 40 may also be responsible for aggregating 

l() communication for longhaul transmission, authenticating users, controlling calls, 

metering usage for billing purposes, or other functionality associated with providing 

communication services. 	in general, however, core network 40 may include any 

components 	suitable 	for routing 	and 	otherwise 	supporting 	voice 	andlor 	data 

conummications for wireless terminals 20. 

15 In operation, mobile communication system .10 provides telecommunication 

service to wireless terminal 20. 	As part of this service, access network 30 

communicates wirelessly with wireless terminal 20. 	For example, in the illustrated 

embodiment, base station 32 of access network 30 establishes a wireless connection 

with wireless terminal 20 for communication over radiofrequency (RE) channels, and 

20 core network 40 transports voice, data, multimedia, and/or other types of information 

between various components of access network 30 and between other elements of 

mobile communication system 10, such as wireline communication devices. 

To increase the available spectrum of carriers that can be utilized for 

communication between 	wireless terminal 20 and access network 30, 	mobile 

25 communication system 10 utilizes a carrier aggregation scheme in which one or more 

component carriers are configured for use in cell (0. 	In particular embodiments, this 

configuration is performed on a semi-static basis. 	The number of configured 

component carriers, as well as the bandwidth of the individual component carriers, 

may be different for uplink and downlink. 	Additionally, the number of component 

30 	carriers configured in a cell may be different from the number of component carriers 

seen by wireless terminal 20. 	For example, in particular embodiments, wireless 

terminal 20 may support more downlink component carriers than uplink component 

carriers, even though cell 60 is configured with the same number of uplink and 
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downlink component carriers. 	In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 may 

initially connect to access network 30 through base station 32 using only a single 

component carriers, and after connecting, may be provided information indicating the 

component carriers currently configured for use in cell 60 

In order to prevent wireless terminal 20 from having to constantly monitor all 

component carriers configured for cell 60, an element of access network 30 (assumed 

to be base station 32 for purposes of this example) may be responsible for activating 

and deactivating the various component carriers to be used by wireless terminal 20 in 

cell 60. 	Wireless terminal 20 can then limit its monitoring to only those component 

10 carriers configured and activated for wireless terminal 20, For example, in Release 10 

LIE embodiments, important control information for a component carrier will be 

transmitted on a Physical Downlink Control. CHannel (PDCCH) and Physical 

Downlink Shared CHannel (PDSCH) associated with that component carrier. 	With 

activation, wireless terminal 20 can limit its monitoring of PDCCH and PDSCH to 

15 component carriers currently activated for wireless terminal 20, instead of being 

forced to monitor these channels for all component carriers configured for use in cell 

60. 	In certain embodiments, activation can be achieved usinn faster signaling (e.g, 

Medium Access Control (MAC) layer signaling) than the initial configuration of 

component carriers, thereby reducing the amount of time and overhead used to change 

20 the number of component carriers utilized by wireless terminal 20 at a given time. 

For example, upon arrival of large data amounts for wireless terminal 20 multiple 

downlink. component carriers may be activated for wireless terminal 20 and then used 

to transmit data to wireless terminal 20. 	These excess component carriers may then 

be de-activated for wireless terminal 20 if not needed once this data has been 

25 transmitted to wireless terminal 20. 

In particular embodiments, all but one component carrier in each direction—

referred to here, individually, as the "downlink primary component carrier" and the 

"uplink primary component carrier," or collectively, as the ‘`primary component 

carrieC—can be de-activated for wireless terminal 20 when not needed. 	Activation 

30 provides therefore the possibility to configure multiple component carriers for 

wireless terminal 20, but only activate these additional component carriers 	referred 

to here as "secondary component carriers"—on an as-needed basis. Often, wireless 

terminal 20 may have one or a very few component carriers activated, thereby 
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permitting wireless terminal 20 to use a lower reception band.width and thus reduce 

battery consumption, 

In many advanced communication systems, scheduling of component carriers 

is clone via downlink assignments, uplink scheduling grants, and/or other scheduling 

information that is communicated in messages (represented in FIGURE 2 by 

"downlink control messages 70") sent to wireless terminal 20 over a downlink control 

channel. 	For example, in an embodiment of mobile communication system 10 

implementing LTE, downlink assignments would be communicated to wireless 

terminal 20 in Downlink Control Information (DCI) messages transmitted on the 

10 PDCCH, 	This scheduling information indicates that wireless terminal 20 has been 

scheduled to receive a downlink transmission on a particular component carrier 

during a particular radio subframe. 	For example, in embodiments of mobile 

communication system 10 that implement LTE, base station 32 may transmit a 

downlink control message 70 that includes one or more downlink scheduling 

IS assignments indicating when in the current or upcoming subframe wireless terminal 

20 is scheduled to receive a data transmission on the Physical Downlink Shared 

CHannel (PDSCH) on a particular component carrier or carriers. 

Wireless terminal 20 determines the component carrier associated with 

received scheduling information either based on a predetermined relationship between 

20 the component carrier on which the scheduling information was received te.g., the 

relevant component carrier may be the same component carrier on which the 

scheduling information was received for a downlink assignment or an uplink 

component carrier associated with that downlink component carrier for uplink 

scheduling grants) or based on additional information included in the downlink 

25 control message 70 that identifies the relevant component carrier (such as a Carrier 

Indicator Field. (CIF) 	in 	LTE embodiments). 	in particular embodiments, 	the 

applicable subframe for the scheduling information is the same subframe in which the 

downlink control message 70 is transmitted, or another subframe identified by 

wireless terminal 20 based on some pre-established relationship with the subframe in 

30 which downlink control message 70 was transmitted. 

In addition to the scheduling information, downlink control messages 70 may 

contain, in. particular embodiments, modulation and coding scheme parameters, 

spatial multiplexing parameters, and feedback-related information. 	Additionally, in 
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partici tlar embodiments: control messages may illClude power control parameters 

(e.g.. Transmit Power Control (TPC) commands), as discussed further below. These 

parameters provide information indicating how wireless terminal 2.0 should respond to 

the downlink control message 70 or how wireless terminal 20 should behave when 

using the scheduled resource. 

In many advanced communication technologies, wireless terminal 20 is 

expected to respond to a downlink control message 70 by indicating whether the data 

transmission(s) scheduled. by the relevant downlink control message 70 were 

successfully 	received 	(including 	both reception 	and decoding 	of the relevant 

I 0 transmissions SiiithotIt error). 	Thus, in particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 

responds to a detected downlink control message 70 by communicating an uplink 

control message 72 that includes feedback information (e.g., Hybrid Automatic 

Repeat 	Request 	(HARQ) 	A cknowledgementitiegative 	Acknowledgement 

(ACK/NACK) 	feedback 	bits) 	indicating 	successful 	receipt 	or 	unsuccessful 

.15 receiptinon-receipt of the transmission(s) scheduled by that downlink control message 

70.. However, when carrier aggregation is implemented in a network. particularly one 

supporting, 	legacy terminals 	unable to utilize 	multiple component 	carriers, 	the 

configuration and communication of uplink control messages 72 can become far more 

complicated. 	Communication of feedback for a significant: number of different 

20 component carriers 	can 	waste 	value transmission resources. 	Additionally, 	the 

dramatic increase in the number of possible configuration and scheduling scenarios 

can create 	problems 	if the 	communication 	of this 	information is 	not 	robust.. 

Therefore, particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10 implement 

certain 	solutions 	for 	improved 	communication 	of control 	signaling 	in 	carrier 

-,s aggregation systems. 

In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 is configured by the network 

to make scheduling requests (SR) with a pre-determined frequency. When a wireless 

terminal 20 is to feed back bits in a subframe that allows scheduling request., the SR 

bit (where, e.g., "1. 	may represent. a positive scheduling request and "0" may 

3(I represent a negative scheduling request) can be appended to the feedback bit 

sequences. Thus, uplink control message 72 may also include an SR bit or an other 

form of scheduling request in addition to the feedback bits. 
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Format Selection for Uplink Control Messages 

If wireless 	terminal 20 has multiple component carriers activated at 	a 

particular moment, it may be necessary ft:ir wireless terminal 20 to provide feedback 

on transmissions scheduled on multiple different component carriers at once. 	in 

5 particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10, wireless terminal 20 

may be configured to use a single uplink control message '72 to acknowledge receipt 

or non-receipt/Wed receipt of scheduled information on all scheduled component 

carriers during a particular sub'frame. By consolidating the acknowledgements in this 

manner, mobile communication system 10 may reduce the overhead required for such 

10 acknowledgements. 	However, legacy terminals served by mobile communication 

system 10 may only be capable of using (and therefore acknowledging) a single 

component carrier. 	As a result, it may be necessary for mobile conununication 

system 10 to recognize multiple formats of uplink control message 72, including a 

first format for devices capable of utilizing only a single component carrier, a format 

15 that only provides feedback for a single component carrier (referred to here as the 

"single carrier" or "SC" format), and a second format that can be used to 

communicate feedback for multiple component carriers (referred to here as the 

"carrier-aggregation" or "CA" format). 

In particular embodiments, the second format represents a message format that 

2{) defines, within an uplink control message 72, predetermined locations for One Or more 

feedback bits associated with each of the component carriers currently configured fbr 

use in cell 60. 	The specific number of bits transmitted for each component carrier 

may vary. For example, in particular embodiments, mobile communication system 10 

supports multiple- inpu t multiple-output NiMa) and spatial diversity transmission 

25 schemes and may selectively utilize spatial feedback bundling. In such embodiments, 

wireless terminal 20 may be configured to use a CA format that provides one 

feedback bit per configured component carrier when spatial feedback bundling is 

employed, and. provides two feedback bits per configured component carrier when 

spatial bundling is not employed. For example, if cell 60 is currently configured with 

30 three component carriers, this CA format would support three bits when spatial 

feedback bundling is employed and six bits when spatial feedback bundling is not. 

employed. 	Unneeded feedback bits (e.g., those associated with a component carrier 

for which no scheduling information was successfully received, or those associated 
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with a single-codeword transmission that requires only one of an allotted two 

feedback bits) may be set to a fixed value. e.g., "0" (NICK). 	In general, however, 

the CA format may 	indicate in any appropriate manner whether scheduled 

information for each of a plurality of component carriers has or has not been 

5 successfully received by wireless terminal 20. 

Because of the additional overhead associated with using the CA format, it 

may be desirable to have terminals that are capable of utilizing multiple component 

carriers also use the SC format for uplink control messages 72 if such terminals have 

only been scheduled on a single component carrier (and, thus, only need to provide 

10 feedback on a single component carrier). 	Therefore, in particular embodiments, 

wireless terminal 20 transmits uplink control messages 72 in accordance with the SC 

format when providing feedback regarding a transmission wireless terminal 20 is 

scheduled to receive on a single component carrier (e.g, the primary component 

carrier) and in accordance with the CA format when providing feedback on 

15 transmissions wireless terminal 20 is scheduled to receive on multiple component 

carriers. Consequently, particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10 

may reduce the overhead associated with control information transmissions by 

wireless terminals 20 that support carrier aggregation. 

However, because access network 30 may communicate downlink control 

10 messages 	70 	over 	non-ideal 	radiofrequency 	at F) 	channels, 	downlink 	control 

messages 70 carrying assignments and scheduling grants may not be received or may 

be corrupted during transmission, resulting in errors when decoded by wireless 

terminal 20. 	As a result. wireless terminal 20 may not receive all of the downlink 

control messages 70 transmitted to it for a particular subframe. 	One particular 

25 concern is that wireless terminal 20 may receive a downlink control message 70 with 

scheduling information for a secondary component carrier, but fail to receive the 

downlink control message 70 with scheduling information for the primary component 

carrier during the same subframe. 	In such cases, using the SC format to provide 

feedback on the downlink. control message 70 for the secondary component carrier 

30 could lead to errors, because the SC format uplink control message 72 only provides 

feedback on a sinule component carrier. Because, in this case, multiple component 

carriers have been scheduled for wireless terminal 20. access network 30 may not be 
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able to conclusively determine which of the scheduled component carriers the 

feedback was associated with, 

Consequently, in particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 is configured 

to select a format for uplink control messages 72 based on whether wireless terminal 

5 20 receives scheduling information for any secondary component carrier associated 

with cell 60. 	In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 knows which 

component carrier is the primary component carrier (for example, as a result of 

information transmitted by base station 32 during configuration of the component 

carriers) or is able to determine from the format of a received downlink control 

10 messages 70 whether the corresponding component carrier is the primary or a 

secondary component 	carrier. 	If wireless 	terminal 20 	successfully receives 

scheduling information for any secondary component carrier, wireless terminal 20 

responds with a CA format uplink control message 72, even if this secondary 

component carrier is the only component carrier for which wireless terminal 20 

I5 successfully receives scheduling information for that subframe. 	By doing so, in 

particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 is able to prevent errors that would 

otherwise result if wireless terminal 20 used the SC format to provide feedback on 

secondary component carriers when wireless terminal 20 has not successfully 

received scheduling information transmitted for the primary component carrier. 	In 

20 such embodiments, wireless terminal 20 may still use the SC format to transmit 

feedback when wireless terminal 20 the only component carrier for which wireless 

terminal 20 receives scheduling information is the primary component carrier, just not 

when a secondary component cattier is the only component carrier for which 

scheduling information is received. 

25 In general, this solution permits access network 30 to conclusively establish, 

when receiving an uplink control message 72 with feedback information. for only a. 

single component carrier (i.e., an SC format message), that the feedback information 

relates to a scheduled transmission on the primary component carrier. Furthermore, in 

particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10, access network 30 is 

30 configured to always schedule wireless terminal 20 on the primary component carrier 

first. In such embodiments, wireless terminal 20 may often be scheduled on only the 

primary component carrier. As a result, wireless terminal 20 may still be able to use 

the SC format often, limiting the frequency with which the CA format, with its 
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additional overhead., is used_ Thus, particular embodiments of mobile communication 

system 10 permit wireless terminal 2() to opportunistically use the SC format to 

reduce the control signaling overhead associated with carrier aggregation, but at the 

same time avoid certain errors that. may result when scheduling information is 

unsuccessfully transmitted. 	FIGURE 7 below describes in greater detail example 

operation of a particular embodiment of wireless terminal 20 capable of providing 

feedback in this manner. 

Communicating Power Control Parameters 

10 Particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10 may also or 

alternatively provide a more reliable technique for controlling the transmission power 

of terminals when sending uplink control messages 72 associated with carrier 

aggregation. 	In particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10, each 

downlink assignment or uplink grant is scheduled with its own downlink control 

15 message 70 and each received uplink control message 72 contains a power control 

parameter that indicates directly or indirectly a transmission power• level for wireless 

terminal 20 to use in transmitting the responsive uplink control message 72. 	These 

power 	control 	parameters 	may 	represent 	information 	indicating 	a 	specific 

transmission power level for wireless terminal. 20 to use, information indicating a. 

20 maximum transmission power level wireless terminal 20 must obey, information 

indicating an adjustment. for wireless terminal 20 to apply to a current transmission 

power level, or 	information 	indicating 	in 	any 	other manner an 	appropriate 

transmission power level for wireless terminal 2t). 	As one example, in certain LIE 

embodiments, each downlink control message 70 contains a Transmit Power Control 

7S (TCP) bit field that contains an adjustment value for wireless terminal 20 to apply to a 

current power level in determining an appropriate transmission. power level at which 

to transmit a responsive uplink control message 72 on the PUCCH. 

As explained above, when scheduled for transmission on the primary 

component. carrier as well as one or more secondary component carriers, wireless 

30 terminal 20 will receive multiple downlink control messages 10, one for each 

component carrier on which the terminal is scheduled. In such embodiments, it would 

he possible to only transmit the desired power control parameter in one downlink 
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control message 70 and reuse the relevant fields in other downlink control messages 

70 for other, non-redundant control information. 

However, doing so can create several problems. 	First, if the power control 

parameter were inserted. into only a. single downlink. control message 70 transmitted to 

5 wireless terminal 20 and wireless terminal 20 does not successfully receive that 

downlink control message 70, wireless terminal 20 might not have sufficient 

information by which to determine the correct transmission power to use in 

transmitting the responsive uplink control message 72. 	Second, even if wireless 

terminal 20 were to receive the downlink control message 70 containing the true 

10 power control parameter, access network 30 would be unlikely to find a single power 

control parameter suitable for use with both the SC fbrinat and the CA format, as 

these two formats may result in drastically different uplink transmissions_ 

Furthermore, in particular embodiments, the CA format provides feedback fbr 

all configured component carriers. Since re-configuration is a rather slow process, the 

15 number of configured component carriers cannot track the actually used component 

carriers and often a rather high number of component carriers is configured for a 

given cell 60. Therefore, it is quite likely that, for a given subframe, cell 60 will be 

configured with more component carriers than wireless terminal 20 will actually be 

scheduled to use. This may result in a yet a third problem. Wireless terminal. 20 may 

20 transmit feedback bits that would be unnecessary if wireless terminal 20 provided 

feedback for only activated or scheduled component carriers. This in turn results in 

lower energy per true feedback bit and worse performance. 

To address the third problem (i.e., diminished performance resulting from the 

transmission of more feedback bits than are necessary), particular embodiments of 

25 base station 32 implement a dynamic decoding scheme to decode feedback bits 

transmitted by wireless terminal 20 after receiving these downlink control messages 

70. 	This dynamic decoding scheme utilizes scheduling knowledge to improve the 

base station's decoding performance for a given transmission power level„ks a 

result, the dynamic decoding can provide the same quality level with a substantial 

30 reduction in the signal-to-noise ratio, thereby reducing the negative impact of the 

unnecessary feedback bits. 	This dynamic decoding scheme is described in greater 

detail below. 



WO 2011/121578 	 PCT/1B2011/051418 

17 

To address the first and second problems, an appropriate element of access 

network 30 (assumed here to be base station 32) may be configured to determine a 

power control parameter to include in each downlink control message 70 based on 

whether the relevant downlink control message 70 is communicating scheduling 

5 information for the primary component carrier, a "PCC control message" (represented 

in FIGURE 2 by downlink control message 70a), or communicating scheduling 

intbrmation for one of the secondary component carriers. an "SCC control message" 

(represented in FIGURE 2 by downlink control messages 70b-d). 	In particular 

embodiments, if the relevant downlink control message 70 is a PCC downlink control 

10 message, base station 32 selects a first power control parameter suitable for use in 

transmitting art uplink control message 72 in accordance with the SC .format. 	If, 

instead, the relevant downlink control message 70 is an SCC control message, then 

base station 32 determines a second power control parameter or multiple power 

control parameters suitable for wireless terminal 20 to use in transmitting a responsive 

15 uplink control message 72 in accordance with the CA format. 

Base station 32 may determine this second and/or any additional power 

control parameter for use with the CA format in any suitable manner_ As one 

example, in particular embodiments, base station 32 determines a second power 

control parameter for transmitting uplink control message 72 using the CA format 

20 regardless of how many or which downlink control messages 70 wireless terminal 20 

receives. In. such embodiments, base station 32 may then include this second power 

control parameter in each of SCC downlink control messages 70b4. This may ensure 

that wireless terminal 20 will use the same transmission power regardless of how 

many of the multiple SCC downlink control messages 70b-d wireless terminal 20 

25 sueeessffilly receives. 

As another example, the second power control parameter determined by base 

station 32 may represent a power control parameter for use when wireless terminal 20 

successfully receives all of the SCC downlink control messages 70 transmitted to 

wireless terminal 20 for that. subframe. 	Base station 32 may intend for wireless 

30 terminal 20 to calculate an actual power control parameter to use based on this second 

power control parameter and on the number of SCC downlink control messages 70 

that wireless terminal 20 successfully receives. 	As a result, base station 32 may 

calculate a third power control parameter by dividing the second power control 
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parameter by the number of secondary component carriers on which wireless terminal 

20 is being scheduled in tins subframe. 	Base station 32 may then include this third 

power 	control 	parameter 	in 	each 	SCC 	downlink 	control 	message 	70b-cl. 

Alternatively, base station 32 may calculate multiple, different additional power 

5 control parameters 	one for each SCC downlink control message 70b-d to be 

transmitted 	that add up to the second power control parameter. Base station 32 then 

includes one of these additional power control parameters in each SCC downlink 

control message 70b-d transmitted. If wireless terminal 20 then successfully receives 

some or all of the transmitted SCC downlink control messages 70b-d, wireless 

10 terminal 20 will add the power control parameters in the received SCC downlink 

control messages 70b-d (with carrier-specific weightings in certain embodiments) to 

get a power control parameter for use in making a CA format transmission in the 

subframe. 

As yet another example, base station 32 may determine a second andlor 

.15 additional power control parameters based on the specific set of secondary component 

carriers on which wireless terminal 20 is scheduled to receive a transmission during 

the subframe. 	To illustrate, FIGURES 3A-3D provide tables containing example 

power control parameters for an embodiment in which base station 32 is capable of 

supporting five different component carriers. 	Specifically, the tables of FIGURES 

20 3A-3D describe example power control parameters l'or a particular embodiment of 

base station. 32 when two, three, four, or five component carriers, respectively, are 

configured for wireless terminal 20. 	In particular, FIGURES 3A-3D illustrate 

example power control parameters for an embodiment in which wireless terminal 20 

determines a transmission power level for transmitting uplink control messages 72 in 

25 accordance with Equation I: 

43. 	.13() - miniP03:xx , I1ipix:cti ± PI- + likv,, , n ioRQ 1+ 4 	3 i 	-33 	1+ g 	I 	(I) 

for which the following definitions are used: 

30 

PpueA73 (1) 	PUCCH transmit power for subframe i . 

P m 	 COrififl,Ured maximum transmit power for uplink KC. c..3x  
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4 ,4,;.•,.,...i 	 Desired uplink control message receive power signaled by 

higher layers. 

/4n,:e„,,n,,,..0) 	Offset parameter that depends on number of CQJ bits or 

number ncQj of CQI bits or number aji of feedback bits 

S A i: i'MCii (F) 	Offset parameter that depends on 	uplink control message 

format 

g(i) 	 Accumulated power adjustment value derived from power 

control 	parameters. 	/ii,,,:„., (i). 	In 	particular 	embodiments, 

) The values M and k„, depend. on 
,, 	• 

10 whether the duplexiog mode is FDD or TDD. 

PL 	 Pathless 

Base station 32 may store lookup tables containing the same or similar 

information to that shown in FIGURE 3A-3D. 	Additionally, base station 32 may 

15 maintain multiple different versions of each lookup table to use under different radio 

conditions, with difference carrier configurations, or in response to changes in other 

aspects of the operating environment. 	In such embodiments, base station 32 selects 

an appropriate second power control parameter using such lookup tables. Base station 

32 then includes the selected second power control parameter in each of the SCC 

20 downlink control messages 70b-d transmitted to wireless terminal 20 	Alternatively, 

base station 32 may, as described above, calculate a third power control parameter 

and/or additional power control parameters for inclusion in the See downlink. control 

messages 70 based. on the selected second power control parameter. 

As yet another example, in particular embodiments, base station 32 may 

25 determine the second power control parameter (or any additional power control 

parameter to be included in Se f.' downlink control messages 70) based on whether 

spatial feedback bundling will be employed by wireless terminal 20. 	For example, 

any of the above described techniques for generating additional power control 

parameters can be modified to further consider whether spatial feedback bundlint_! will 

30 be employed. 	This may permit the transmission power to be adjusted based on the 

number of feedback bits that will actually be transmitted. 
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Base station 32 then transmits any generated downlink control messages 70 to 

wireless terminal 20. 	Wireless terminal 20 successfully receives (i.e., receives and 

decodes without en-or) some or all of the transmitted downlink control messages 70. 

Based on the successfully received downlink control messages 70, wireless terminal 

5 20 determines a transmission power level to use when transmitting the responsive 

uplink control message 72. 	If wireless terminal 20 successfully receives only .PCC 

downlink control message 70a, wireless terminal 20 will determine a transmission 

power level for transmitting a responsive uplink control message 72 using the power 

control parameter in the only downlink control message 70 successfully received by 

10 wireless terminal 20 (in this case, the First power control parameter). 	If wireless 

terminal 20 successfully receives any of SCC downlink control messages 70b-d, then 

wireless terminal 20 will instead determine a transmission power level to use based on 

power control parameters in one or all of the successfully received SCC downlink 

control messages 70b-d (i.e., the second or additional power control parameters), As 

15 explained above, wireless terminal 20 may determine the overall power control 

parameter to use based on a common power control parameter that is included each of 

the successfully received SCC downlink control message 70b-d, based on the sum 

(possibly weighted) of the power control parameters included in the successfully 

received SCC downlink control messages 70b-d, or based on any appropriate 

20 combination of the power control parameters in one or more of the successfully 

received SCC downlink. control messages 70b-d. 

Thus, wireless terminal 20 uses the first power control parameter (i.e., the 

power control parameter included in the downlink control message 70 scheduling 

wireless terminal to receive transmissions on the primary component carrier) when 

25 base station 32 has only scheduled wireless terminal 20 to receive transmissions on 

the primary component carrier, or when wireless terminal 20 does not successfully 

receive downlink control messages 70 communicating the scheduling of any 

secondary component carriers. 	If, however, wireless terminal 20 successfully 

receives any downlink control messages 70 scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive 

30 transmissions on a secondary component carrier, then wireless terminal 20 will 

disregard 	the 	first 	power control 	parameter 	and 	determine 	the 	appropriate 

transmission power level based on the power control parameters in one or more of the 

downlink control messages 70 scheduling such secondary component carriers. 
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After determining the power control parameter or parameters to use based on 

the successfully received downlink control messages 70, wireless terminal 20 will 

calculate a transmission power for its uplink control message 72 based on this power 

control parameter. 	Wireless terminal 20 may determine the transmission power in 

5 any appropriate manner based on the power control parameters communicated by 

base station 32 in downlink control messages 70. 	For example, in particular 

embodiments, wireless terminal 20 is configured to determine a transmission power 

level for the downlink control message 70 based on Equation (I). 

In particular embodiments that utilize Equation (I), gti.) is the accumulation of 

10 the current power control parameter (or the (weighted) sum of power control 

parameters successfully received in downlink control messages 70 scheduling 

secondary component carriers) and previous values. 	Depending on whether the 

relevant power control parameters are used. to maintain a single g(i) value or two 

independent g(i) values 	one for the SC format fgpcx-(0) and one for the CA format 

15 (gsrgi))---such embodiments may utilize separate power control loops for the 

different formats. 

In the first case where only one a single g(i) value is maintained, this g(i) is 

only updated with the power control parameter related to the format to be used for the 

responsive uplink control message 72. Thus, whenever the Sc: format is used, g(i) is 

20 updated based on the power control parameter transmitted in the PCC downlink 

control messages 70 (i.e., the first. power control. parameter), assuming the PCC 

downlink control message 70 was successfully received. Whenever the CA format is 

used, e(t) is updated based on one or more of the power control parameters in 

successfully received downlink control messages 70 scheduling secondary component 

25 carriers. 

In the second case, gpce(i) for the SC forma is only updated with power 

Control parameter from PCC downlink control message 70. 	Meanwhile, g,scc(i) for 

the CA format is only updated based on power control parameters in downlink control 

messages 70 scheduling secondary component carriers. In various embodiments, both 

30 gPec(i) and gsvc(i) may be updated as soon as a corresponding power control 

parameter is received or may only be updated if the corresponding format for uplink 

control messages 72 is also used (i.e., gecc( I)) is only updated if the SC format is used 

and gscai) is only updated if the CA. format is used). 
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After determining the appropriate transmission power level, wireless terminal 

20 then transmits an uplink control message 72 for the subframe to base station 32 in 

accordance with a selected format. and using the calculated transmission power level. 

By using the described techniques to communicate the appropriate transmission 

5 power level for the relevant uplink control message 72, mobile communication system 

10 can, in particular embodiments, facilitate the use of different transmission power 

levels for different control message formats but, at the same time, minimize the 

impact that transmission errors in communicating downlink control messages 70 have 

on the selection of appropriate transmission power levels. 

10 

Dynamic Demline of Uplink Control Messages 

As noted above, particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10 

utilize dynamic decoding of feedback bits in uplink control messages 72 to improve 

decoding performance. More specifically, particular embodiments utilize knowledge 

15 of the scheduled component carriers for wireless terminal 20 to improve link 

reliability and/or reduce the transmission power requirements for uplink control 

messages 72. 

As part of this dynamic decoding scheme, base station 32 receives uplink 

control messages 72 from wireless terminal 20 that have been encoded for 

20 transmission over the radio link between wireless terminal 20 and base station 32. 

The following description assumes, for purposes of illustration, that wireless terminal 

20 encodes feedback information in uplink control messages 72 using a (32, 0) Reed 

Muller encoding scheme, where V is the number of feedback bits. 	Nonetheless, 

wireless terminal 20 may use any suitable encoding scheme with appropriate 

25 modification of the described decoding techniques. 	Additionally, the following 

description assumes, 	for purposes of illustration, that two feedback bits are 

transmitted for each component carrier on which a terminal is scheduled. 	In 

alternative embodiments, the number of bits in the feedback information may vary 

depending on, for example, whether spatial bundling is employed. or whether certain 

30 component carriers are configured to only be used for single-codeword transmissions. 

Thus, in particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 encodes the feedback 

bits using the (32, 0) block code, in particular embodiments, the code words of this 

block code are a linear combination of the eleven (1.1) basis sequences denoted Mi,„ 
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and defined in Table 5.2.2.6.4-1 of 3CiPP "FS 36.212. "Multiplexing and channel 

coding," V 9.0.0, which is incorporated herein by reference in its entirety, 	The 

encoded block is denoted by bo  , bi ,ez  ,k,..., b ;1_, where B -- 32 and: 

0-1, 
bi  = E(,), •m,„ )mod 2 	 Equation (2) 

r1=0 

5 where i --- 0, 1,2, ...,B-1. 

The encoded block may then be processed as appropriate for the relevant 

configuration of mobile communication system 10 before being transmitted by 

wireless terminal 20. 	For instance, in certain LIE embodiments, rate matching is 

10 performed on the encoded bits to generate a 48-bit encoded sequence for transmission 

as part: of a Discrete Fourier Transform Spread Orthogonal Frequency Division 

Multiplexed (DFTS-OFDM) based PUCCH. 	The encoded bit sequence is then 

scrambled with cell-specific and/or symbol-dependent sequences. Two 24 bit groups 

are each assigned to a separate slot and converted into twelve quadrature phase-shift 

15 keying (QPSK) symbols, DFT preceded, spread across five DFTS-OFDM symbols, 

and transmitted within one resource block (bandwidth) and five DFTS-OFDM 

symbols (time). 

Base station 32 receives the encoded feedback information as part of an uplink 

control message 72. Base station 32 then decodes the encoded feedback information 

20 using knowledge of scheduling information associated with wireless terminal 20 to 

facilitate decoding. 	To illustrate, consider an example in which base station 32 has 

scheduled two component carriers (Component Carrier 3 and. Component Carrier 4) 

out of five configured component carriers for transmissions to wireless terminal 20 

during a particular subframe and in which wireless terminal. 20 uses two feedback bits 

25 to report on each configured component carrier. 	Since the codebook used in this 

example would be configured to support ten feedback bits, wireless terminal 20 will 

use ten Reed Muller bases with indices 10, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 6, 7•, 8, 9} to encode the live 

configured component carriers in this case. That is, a nominal (48, 10) channel code 

is used by wireless terminal 20. 

30 Because., in this example, base station 32 has not sent any assignments or 

scheduling giants 	relating to Component Carrier 0, 	Component Carrier 	I., 	or 
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Component Carrier 2. the ten-bit sequence of feedbac.k bits should start with six zeros. 

Therefore base station 32 using its knowledge of this scheduling intbrmation can 

decode an effective (48, 4) channel code using only the Reed Muller bases with 

indices 16, 7. 8. 9}. For this example, this knowledge effectively reduces the number 

5 of possible codewords to search from 1024 to only 16. 	As a result, the required 

operating signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) can be reduced, and the transmission power 

used by wireless terminal 20 in transmitting feedback information can. likewise be 

reduced. 	For instance, in the case of five configured component carriers, dynamic 

decoding can reduce the necessary transmission power increase on wireless terminal. 

10 20 when transmitting CA format uplink control messages 72 from 4 dB down to no 

increase in most cases and a small increase in a minority of cases. The required small 

transmission power increase for the minority cases can be added to power control 

parameters in downlink control messages 70 scheduling secondary component 

carriers to inform wireless terminal 20. 

15 Therefore, in particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10, 

base station 32 utilizes an improved maximum likelihood decoding scheme to decode 

the first order Reed-Muller-code encoded feedback information in uplink control 

messages 72 based on knowledge of the scheduling information that prompted the 

feedback information. 	in particular embodiments of mobile communication system 

20 10, this decoding scheme comprises a first decoding algorithm used for uplink control 

messages 72 that include up to six feedback bits and a second decoding algorithm 

used for uplink control messages 72 that include more than six feedback bits. 

More specifically, the first decoding algorithm provides an efficient technique 

liar dynamic decoding of CA format uplink control messages 72 supporting up to six 

25 feedback bits (i.e,. 	0 !: 6). 	As noted above, in particular embodiments, wireless 

terminal 20 uses an LIE (32, 0) block code related to the first order (32, 6) Rk.sed- 

30 

Muller code to encode feedback bits in uplink control messages 72. 	For example, 

when wireless terminal 20 encodes an uplink control message 72 for a cell 60 

supporting five configured component carriers and employing spatial bundling (i.e., 

an uplink control message 72 that: includes five bits of feedback information), the LIE 

(32, 5) block code is used for forward error correction. 	A brute-force maximum 

likelihood (ML) decoding of this code would require 32x32-1024 operations. Using 
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embodiments of mobile communication system 10 in only 32x1og232-160 operations, 

In particular embodiments, this first decoding algorithm is implemented by: 

I. 	Applying the interleaving shown in Equation (3) to the received 

S soft value sequence, ro,ti,rz , rs,._., 6 	corresponding to the LTE (32, 0) block 

code to convert the received soil value sequence into a received vector, 

so,s1,s.„s:,, ... ,s3,. ;, corresponding to the first order (32,6) Reed-Muller code: 

so = r:1 , 	si6"rw 
si=ll, 	sir=r25 

10 s2---120, 	ster-ria 
si-ri, 	sifi,"Til 
s4:::T2, 	saa"Ti 2 

15 

3..s'''121, 	42 ffris 
so=r3, 	s22=r2ti, 
s:-r•4, 	 SV,"-T,7 

Se422, 	 S24=1-14 
Sr-15, 	 S25=ro 

20 

SI er(i, 	 826"r2S 
sti":123, 	577":ri c, 
si f"1-7, 	s.23""rti 
Si-rii, 	S19=9) s 
sler9, 	 S30=1-20 

s15'qs24, 	 531"4TMt 	Equation (3) 

25 2. Perform a fast Hadamard transform on the received vector 

so ,5.  ,52,5 ,...,5:ii to obtain the transformed values 1/0 , hi  , h2  ,h3  , • ., k i  . 

3. Find the index and the sign of the transformed value with the 

largest absolute value from a subset of the transformed values. The subset is 

determined by the set of known information bits. 

30 4. Obtain an information hit sequence estimate based on the index 

of the best transformed value and its sign. 

To illustrate this technique, consider a first example where base station 32 has 

scheduled wireless terminal 20 to use all 	five currently-configured component 

35 carriers. In this case, the set of known information bits would be loll = [01, because 

Component Carrier 5 is not configured and thus is not scheduled. Suppose the actual 

feedback bit sequence generated by wireless terminal 20 is 	1, 1 	0, 0 1.1 for the five 
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configured component carriers, indicating that wireless terminal 20 successfully 

received scheduled transmissions on Component Carrier 0, Component Carrier 1, and 

Component Carrier 4, 	In an embodiment using the example encoding. scheme 

described above. wireless terminal 20 would. then produce a corresponding first-order 

Reed-Muller encoded codeword of [1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 1, 0, 1, 0, 

1, 0, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1, 0, 1] and transmit the codeword to base station 32 as part of 

an uplink control message 72. 

Base station 32 receives the transmitted uplink control message 72 and may 

then perform the interleaving described by Equation (3) on the soft value sequence 

10 corresponding to the feedback bits to generate a received vector, so ,s1 ,s2 ,s3 „,..,s31 , 

Suppose that, because of interference and noise in the wireless communication 

channel, the received vector, so  ,s1 ,s2 . s 	s.31 , for this example is given by 1-0.8, 

0.5, -0.9, 0.7, -0.8, 1.4, -1.1, 0.1, 1.2, -0.3, 1.4, -1.8, 0.9, -1.4, 0.5, -1.5, -0.9 	0.7, -1.0, 

0.9, 	-1.3, 	1.1, 	-0.6, 	2.0, 0,4, 	-1.6, 	1.5, -1.2, 	0.3, 	-0.7, 	1.7, 	-0.81, 	The resulting 

I 5 .Hadamard transformed values for this example are shown on the left-hand side of the 

following Equation (4): 

Positive 	Negative 

hi) 	----- -1.3 -> 000000 or 100000 

hi 	2.3 -> 010000 or 110000 

20 11. 	.. -1.3 -> 001000 or .101000 

113 	. -3.8 -> 011000 or 111000 

Iti 	= -1.1 	-> 000100 or 100100 

Its 	= 	3.6 -.> 010100 or 110100 

Iii, 	-: 	0.7 -.> 001100 or 101100 

2S 117 	= 	-0,0 --> 011100 or 	111100 

hi; 	= 	1.3 -> 000010 or 100010 

119 	= -32.0 -> 010010 or 110010 

lim 	:. 	0.7 -> 001010 or 101010 

hi, 	= 	3.6 --> 011010 or 111010 

30 142 	" 	-2.0 -=- 000 1 i 0 or 100110 

hi,; 	---- 	0,7 	->, 010110 or 	110110 
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1114 	= -0.8 -> 001.110 or 101.11.0 

11 )5 	= 	2.7 -> 011110 or 111110 

Inf, 	- -2,2 -> 000001 or 100001 

bp 	= 	3.1 	-> 010001 	Of 11. 0001 

5 ho„ 	- 	7.7 -> 001001 or 101001 

11'9 	= -0.3 -> 011001 	or .111001 

Ito 	= 	4.8 -> 000101 or 100101 

11.21 	= -1,9 -> 010101 	or 110101 

hn 	= -2.1 -> 001.101 or 101101 

10 bn 	.. 	-.1,3 	-> 011101 	or 	111101 

h2-1 	-1.1 -> 000011 or 11)0011 

ha.5 	1.5 -> 010011 	or 110011 

1126 	-- -1.4 -> 001011 	or 101011 

1127 	-2.2 -> 011011 or 111011 

15 h:, 	= 	-2.0 -> 000111 	or 100111 

lin 	- -0.1 -> 010111 	or 110111 

lig) 	= -4.2 -> 001111 	or 	10111.1 

h 1 	= 	4.2 -> 011111 or 111111 	Eq. (4) 

20 	 In Step 3, the index and the sign of the transformed value with the largest 

absolute value from a subset of the transformed values is found. Since the set of 

known information bit is fo.,1 -z,(0(, the search should be limited to h 	with b <-::: 10, 1, 

2, 	3, 	4, 5, 	6. 	7, 	8, 	9, 	10, 	11, 	12, 	13, 	14, 	15-1, 	the 	indices 	for 	the candidates 

corresponding to losil ,,, (01---that is, the indices for all candidates having a "0" for the 

25 	final bit. For this example, h9has the largest absolute value in that. subset and it's sign 

is negative. 	As indicated by the right-hand side of Equation (4), each of the 

Hadamard transtbrmed values 1/741 is associated with a bit sequence. 	lit the example 

embodiment, each of the transformed values is associated with a six-bit sequence that 

comprises a five-hit binary representation of the index of the relevant transformed 

30 	value (in the second through sixth hits, with the sixth bit being the most significant of 

the five-bit representation) and an additional bit (the first bit) that corresponds to the 

sign. of the transformed value (with a negative transformed value mapping to a first bit 
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5 

of "1" and a positive transformed value mapping to a first bit of "0"), Thus, Im this 

example embodiment, h5  having the greatest magnitude and a positive value 

corresponds to a bit sequence estimate of [1 1 0 0 1 0] for the original, unencoded 

feedback information. 	Since base station 32 knows that 1951 = [01 in this example, 

base station 32 can determine that the estimated feedback bit sequence [I 1 0 0 .1 01 

corresponds to a transmitted feedback sequence of [1 1 0 0 11, Thus, base station 32 

is able to recover the original feedback information sent by wireless terminal 20. 

Consider a second example where base station 32 schedules Component 

Carrier 0, Component Carrier I , Component Carrier 2, and Component Carrier 4. In 

10 this case, the subset of known information bits is lo,,o,1= [0,0] , based on the fact 

that Component Carrier 3 has not been scheduled for wireless terminal 20 and 

Component Carrier 5 is not configured. Therefore, the search subset for Step 3 is 

limited to h, with b 4 	t0, 1, 2, 3, 8, 9, 10, 11), the indices for the candidate bit 

sequences for which to,„ 0,1 --10,0.1. 

15 Consider a third example where base station 32 schedules Component. Carrier 

0, Component Carrier 1, and Component Carrier 4. In this case, the subset of known 

information bits is [o f,o,,od = [0,0,01, based on the fact that Component Carrier 2. 

Component Carrier 3, and Component Carrier 5 have not been scheduled. Therefore, 

the search subset for step 3 is limited to k, with be {0, 1, 8, 9, 111, the indices for 

20 the candidate bit sequences for which [o,,o,,o,] = [0,0,01. 

As noted above, particular embodiments of mobile communication system 10 

may utilize a second algorithm for decoding feedback bits in uplink control messages 

72 containing more than six feedback bits. 	In particular embodiments, wireless 

terminal 20 uses an LIE (32, 0) block code related to the second order (32, 16) Reed- 

25 Muller code to encode this feedback information. For example, in such embodiments, 

a CA format uplink control message 72 that provides feedback on five configured 

component carriers (without employing spatial bundling) contains ten feedback bits, 

and wireless terminal 20 uses the LIE (32,10) block code for forward error correction 

encoding. Wireless terminal 20 then transmits the encoded uplink control message 72 

30 to base station 32. 
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By utilizing the second algorithm, particular embodiments of base station 32 

may perform decoding of feedback information in such an uplink control message 72 

with substantially lower complexity. 

According to this second algorithm, base station 32 decodes feedback bits by: 

5 1. Applying the interleaving shown in Equation (3) on the received 

soft value sequence ro,ti,r? ,/:',,--,i'm  corresponding to the LTE (32, 0) block 

code into a received vector g(„st ,s.2 ,s,,,...,s31  corresponding to the second 

order (32,10) Reed-Muller code. 

2. Forming a set of hypothesized sequences for [o,,o ,o,, 0,1 . 	The 

10 hypothesized 	sequences 	may 	represent 	all 	possible 	combinations 	of 

fo,,,o.,,o,fid . 	In particular embodiments, however, base station 32 may use 

known scheduling information to eliminate candidates that are not possible. 

3. For each of the hypothesized sequence for 1.06, 0, ,0,,0, I : 

a. Multiplying the received vector so  ,s1 ,s2  $ ,V..,- • 	,S....31 	with 

15 the 	covering 	vector 	co,. t:,/  , cy, c:i  . 	,c'„ 	corresponding 	to 	the 

hypothesized sequence for [06,07 ,o,,,o,1 in the table of FIGURE 4 

to obtain a modified received vector s'o  ,s't  , 	sc3 ,... 	31 ; 

b. Performing a fast l-ladamard transtbrm on the modified 

received vector sit, X/  ,s 2̀ ,s', 	Sd 1 	to obtain the transformed 

20 values ho  hi  , h„h,,..., ki ; 

c. Finding the index and the sign of the transformed value 

with the largest absolute value from a subset of the transformed 

values. The subset is determined by the set of known information 

bits; and 

25 d. Obtaining an intermediate information bit sequence 

estimate for the second order Reed-Muller code based on the index 

of the best transformed value and its sign. The absolute value of 

the transformed value associated with the intermediate information 

bit sequence estimate is also retained as the intermediate metric: 

30 and 
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4. Obtaining the final information hit sequence estimate from the 

intermediate inibrination bit. sequence estimate for the second order Reed- 

Muller code associated with the best intermediate metric. 

The covering vectors referenced by Step 3(a) above comprise a representation 

of the associated hypothesis sequence that has been encoded using the same encoding 

scheme implemented on the transmitting side, possibly with additional processing to 

facilitate detection of the remaining bits. For example, in the embodiment described 

by the table in FIGURE 4, each hypothesized sequence is associated with a covering 

10 vector co , el  , C2  , C:1  ,.. ,, C31  that represents a version of the hypothesized sequence that 

has been encoded using Equation (2) and the basis sequences associated with the bits 

addressed by the hypothesized sequence. 	Thus, for the illustrated example, an 

example in which the hypothesized sequences address bits ofi, O7, o$, and os), the 

covering vectors represent versions of the hypothesized sequences that have been 

15 encoded using Equition 1 and only the basis sequences Ali,,y, illi,::,, Ati„, and Mo. 	in 

other words, each example covering vector is based on an encoding of the 

corresponding hypothesized sequence using Equation (2) for i = 6, 7, 8, 9. 	In the 

example embodiment described by FIGURE 4, the resulting encoded bits (bi  ) are then 

additionally processed by interleaving the bits according to Equation (3) and applying 

20 a binary to bipolar mapping, under which "0" values are mapped to "I" and "I" 

values are mapped to "-I," to produce the example covering vectors shown in the 

table of FIGURE 4. 

To illustrate how the second algorithm may be implemented by base station 32 

in particular embodiments, consider an example where base station 32 has scheduled 

25 Component Carrier 0, Component Carrier I , and Component Carrier 3. In this case, 

the set of known information hits would be (o„,o„,o,,oi, I ::: [0,0,0,0). 	Suppose the 

actual feedback bit sequence generated by wireless terminal 20 is I I, I, 0, I, 0, 11 for 

the 	three 	scheduled 	component 	carriers, 	indicating 	that 	wireless 	terminal 	20 

successfully received 	assignments or scheduling grants and the corresponding 

30 scheduled transmissions for both antennas on. CCO and for one antenna on each of 

CC I and CC3, The nominal feedback hit sequence encoded by wireless terminal 20 

would then be II, I , 0, I, 0, 0, 0. 1, 0, 01. 	In an embodiment using the example 
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encoding scheme described above, wireless terminal 20 would then produce a 

corresponding second-order Reed-Muller encoded codeword of II, 0, 1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 

0, 	I, 1, 0, I, 0, 0, 0, I, 1, 0.0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 1, 1, 0, 0, 0, 1, 01 and transmit the 

codeword to base SW ti011 32 as part of an uplink control message 72. 

5 Base station 32 receives the transmitted uplink control message 72 and may 

then perform the interleaving described by Equation 2 on the soft value sequence 

corresponding to the feedback bits to generate a received vector, so  Si  ,S.2 ,s.,,„.„.v.8..1 . 

Suppose the received vector is given by s„,.51,s.,„,s3,...,sx. 11-1.2. 0.2, -0,9, 1.1. 04, 

10 

-0.4, 1.6, 	1.0, 	1.2, -0.9, -1.1, 	1.4, -1.3, 2.1, 0,9, 	1.1, -0.5, -1.0, 	1.0, 0.6, -0.9, 0.3, 1.4, 

1.8. n.7, -0.6, -0.4, 0.2, 0.3, 1.3, -1.2, 1.31 because of interference and noise in the 

wireless communication channel. In this example, [o„, o,1 is known to be 10,01 as the 

fifth configured component carrier was not scheduled. 	Thus, only four hypotheses 

need to be formed in Step 2 for [0,,o,o,,o, 1 . Moreover, since 10,,o5 ) is known to 

he 10,01, the search subset for Step 3 is limited to h, with I, E ;0, 1.2, 3, 4. 5, 6, 7; . 

15 For the hypothesis [0,0,0t, ,o,1 =0,0,0,01, the values or the covering vector 

are all "1" (as indicated in the table of FIGURE 4). 	Hence the modified received 

vector slo  ,..v% , s ., „:03., ... , . c'it 	is identical to the received vector so  si,s;,, s:,,...,s8..1 , 

The relevant Hadatnard transformed values and their associated bit sequences are: 

Positive 	Negative 

20 110 ,r- 	9.4 -:)- 	000000 	or 	100000 

h I = -9.6 -> 	010000 	or 	110000 

h2 --;.-- -10.0 -> 	001000 	or 	101000 

h3 = 	4,9 -> 	011000 	or 	111000 

h4 = -10.1 	-:, 	000100 	or 	100100 

25 hs ..- 	4.9 -> 	010100 	or 	110100 

116 = 	2.0 -> 	001100 	or 	101100 

b7 - 	9,4 -.'--- 	011100 or 	111100 	(4) 

The intermediate information bit sequence estimate for the second order Reed-Muller 

code is hence [1, 0, 0, 1, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0, 0.1and the intermediate metric is 10.1. 
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Sri) , 3'1  , 	,Sr, ...S':'. 	is obtained [loin the received vector so  st  , s,. , s,.,., sil  _.1 	by 

flip the signs of the 3, 4, 5, 10, 11. 13, 14, 15, 18, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 31-th values. 

The relevant H.adamard transformed values and their associated hit sequences are: 

5 Positive 	Negative 

110 = -2.3 -> 	000000 	or 	100000 

hi = 4.5 -> 	010000 	or 	110000 

h2 = -2.0 -> 	001000 	or 	101000 

h3 - -2.8 -> 	011000 	or 	111000 

10 h4 - 	0.4 -> 	000100 	or 	100100 

h5 = -30.0 -> 	010100 	or 	110100 

h6 = 	0.3 -> 	001100 	or 	101100 

h7 = 	3.8 -> 	011100 	or 	I 11100 

The intermediate information bit sequence estimate for the second order Reed-Muller 

15 	code is hence [1. I, 0, 1.0, 0, 0, 1, 0, 01and the intermediate metric is 30.0. 

For 	the hypothesis 	104, 0., , os, o,1=[1,0,0,01, 	the 	relevant 	Hadamard 

transformed values and associated bit sequences are: 

Positive 	Negative 

ho  = 8,9 -> 	000000 or 	100000 

20 hi 	= -2,() ---- 	010000 or 	110000 

111 	= -4.7 -> 	00100(1 or 	101000 

fi: 	- -7.I 	-> 	011000 or 	1110(X) 

fi, = 	4.8 -> 	000100 or 	100100 

115 	- 	1.6 -> 	0101(10 or 	110100 

25 11 	= 	5.7 -:> 	001100 or 	101100 

11.7 	= 	4.6 -> 	011100 or 	111100 

The intermediate information bit sequence estimate for the second order Reed-Muller 

code is hence [0, 0, 0, 0.0, 0,1, 0, 0, 01and the intermediate metric is 8.9. 



WO 2011/121578 
	

PCT/1B2011/051418 

33 

For 	the 	hypothesis 	[0,„a,,o,,o.1 	- 	11,1,0,0], 	the 	relevant 	Fladamard 

transformed values and associated bit sequences are: 

Positive 	Negative 

130 ,e, 	1.1 -> 	00000() 	or 	100000 

5 hl = 	6,1 -:> 	010000 	or 	110000 

b2 '----9.9 ->. 	001000 	or 	101000 

h3 = 0.4 -> 	011000 	or 	111000 

h4 = -0.7 -> 	000100 	or 	100100 

115 	-3,4 -> 	010100 	or 	110100 

10 h6 ,,,-, -10.0 ..> 	001100 	or 	101100 

h7 ,- -4.2 -.> 	0 1 1 100 	or 	111100 

The intermediate information bit sequence estimate for the second order Reed-Muller 

code is hence 11 s  0, 1. 1, 0, 0, Is  1, 0, 01 and the intermediate tnetric is 10.0. 

15 After cycling through all four hypothesized sequences for 196,07,o,o1 in 

this example, base station 32 determines that the best metric is 30.0 and the best 

information bit sequence estimate for the second-order Reed-Muller code is [1, 1, 0, 

1, 0, 0, 0, I s  0, 01. 	Discarding from the bit sequence estimates feedback bits 

corresponding 	to 	unscheduled 	component 	carriers 	(i.e., 	the 	known 	bits 

20 104, 0.,,o,,,o,,I .10,0,0,01), base station 32 produces a final estimate for the feedback 

bit sequence of Il, I, 0s  1, 0, 11, which is consistent with the original feedback bits 

sequence transmitted by wireless terminal 20. 

For this example, a brute-force ML decoder would require 32x26=2048 

operations. 	Using this second algorithm, particular embodiments of base station 32 

25 are able to decode the received feedback bits with four sign-flippings and four fast 

Hadamard transforms for a total complexity of 768 operations. 	Thus, particular 

embodiments of base station 32 can decode feedback bits in CA format uplink control 

messages 72 using decoding techniques with substantially reduced complexity, 

FIGURE 5 shows a comparison of the operational complexity of decoding using a 

30 brute-force MT, decoding technique to that achieved when the decoding techniques 

described above are implemented in certain embodiments of mobile communication 

system 10. 
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Thus, particular embodiments of mobile conmunication system 10 may 

employ control signaling techniques with improved reliability and/or decreased 

overhead. Additionally, particular embodiments of mobile communication system It) 

may reduce the operational complexity or decoding certain types of control signaling. 

5 As a result, certain embodiments of mobile communication system 10 may provide 

numerous operational benefits. 	Nonetheless, specific embodiments of mobile 

communication system 10 may provide some, none, or all of these benefits. 

FIGURE 6 is a block diagram illustrating in greater detail contents of a 

particular embodiment of a wireless terminal 20. 	As shown in FIGURE 6, the 

10 illustrated embodiment of wireless terminal 20 includes a. .processor 602, a memory 

604, a transmitter 606, a receiver 608, and an antenna 610. 

Processor 602 may represent or include any form of processing component, 

including dedicated microprocessors, geneml-purpose computers, or other devices 

capable of processing electronic information, 	Examples of processor 602 include 

15 field-programmable gate arrays (FPGAs), programmable microprocessors, digital 

signal processors (DSPs), application-specific integrated circuits (ASICs), and any 

other suitable specific- or general-purpose processors. 	Although FIGURE 6 

illustrates, for the sake of simplicity, an embodiment of wireless terminal 20 that 

includes a single processor 602, wireless terminal 20 may include any number of 

20 processors 602 configured to intemperate in any appropriate manner. 

Memory 604 stores processor instructions, configuration information, power 

control parameters, format definitions, and/or any other data utilized by wireless 

terminal 20 during operation. 	M.emoty 604 may comprise any collection and 

arrangement of volatile or non-volatile, local or remote devices suitable for storing 

25 data, such as random access memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), magnetic 

storage, optical storage, or any other suitable type of data storage components. 

Although shown as a single element in FIGURE 6 memory 604 may include one or 

more physical components local to or remote from wireless terminal 20, 

Antenna 610 represents any suitable conductor capable of receiving and 

30 transmitting wireless signals. Transmitter 606 transmits tadiofrequency (RF) signals 

over antenna 610, and receiver 608 receives from antenna 610 R.F certain signals 

transmitted by access network 30. Although the example embodiment in FIGURE 6 

includes certain numbers and configurations of antennas, receivers, and transmitters, 
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alternative embodiments of wireless terminal 20 may include any suitable number of 

these components. 	Additionally, transmitter 606, receiver 608, andfor antenna. 610 

may represent, in part or in whole, the same physical components. 	For example, 

particular embodiments of wireless terminal 20 include a transceiver representing 

5 both transmitter 606 and receiver 608. 

FIGURE 7 is a flowchart illustrating example operation of a particular 

embodiment of wireless terminal 20 in selecting a format for an uplink control 

message 72 to use in responding to scheduled transmissions transmitted by access 

network 30. 	The steps illustrated in. FIGURE 7 may be combined, modified, or 

10 

15 

deleted where appropriate. 	Additional steps may also be added to the example 

operation. Furthermore, the described steps may be performed in any suitable order. 

In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 may be informed. of the 

component carriers configured for within the cell 60 served by base station 32. Thus, 

in FIGURE 7, operation begins with wireless terminal 20 receiving, at step 700, 

configuration information. 	This configuration information identifies the primary 

carrier configured for cell 60 and any secondary component carriers configured for 

cell 60. 	At step 702, wireless terminal 20 stores this configuration information for 

later use. 

In this example, base station 32 transmits to wireless terminal 20 one or more 

20 downlink control messages 70 scheduling component carriers for use by wireless 

terminal 20. As explained above with respect to FIGURE 2, this scheduled use may 

involve receiving signals from base station 32 on the relevant component carrier or 

transmitting signals to base station 32 on the relevant component. carrier. Base station 

32 transmits at least PCC downlink control message 70a scheduling wireless terminal 

25 20 to receive a downlink transmission on the primary component carrier. Base station 

32 may also transmit: one or more SCE downlink control messages 70b-ct scheduling 

wireless terminal to receive a downlink transmission on secondary component 

carriers. 

At step 704, wireless terminal 20 begins receiving downlink control messages 

30 70 from base station 32. At step 706, wireless terminal 20 determines whether any of 

the 	successfully 	received 	downlink 	control 	messages 	70 	include 	scheduling 

information scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission on a secondary 

component carrier. 	In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 may use stored 
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confipuration infomiation to determine whether the scheduling information of each of 

the various received downlink control messages 7() is scheduling wireless terminal 20 

on the primary component carrier or a secondary component carrier. 	Rased on this 

determination, wireless terminal 20 then selects a format for an uplink control 

5 message 72. In particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 selects from between a 

first format (e.g, the CA format described above) that carries separate feedback 

information for each of the configured component carriers and a second format (e.g., 

the SC format described above) that carries feedback information for the primary 

component carrier in cell 60, but does not include separate feedback bits for any of the 

10 secondary component carriers. 

For example, in particular embodiments, wireless terminal 20 selects the 

second format (as shown at step 708) if wireless terminal 20 has only received a 

downlink 	control message 	70 scheduling 	wireless terminal 20 	to receive a 

transmission on the primary component carrier. 	The second format only includes 

15 feedback bits for a single component carrier (specifically, the primary component 

carrier). 	However, if wireless terminal 20 has received any downlink control 

messages 70 scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission on a secondary 

carrier during the corresponding subframe, then wireless terminal 20 selects the first 

format instead (as shown at step 710). This first format permits wireless terminal to 

20 provide feedback hits for more than one component carrier. 

After sending the one or more downlink control messages 70 containing the 

scheduling information, base station 32 transmits the scheduled transmissions on the 

designated component carriers. At an appropriate point in time after wireless terminal 

2.0 was scheduled to receive these transmissions, wireless terminal 20 provides base 

25 station 32 feedback information indicating whether the scheduled transmissions were 

successfully received. 	Thus, at step 712, wireless terminal 20 generates an uplink 

control message 72 based on the selected format. 	This uplink control message 72 

includes feedback information (e.g., one or more HARQ feedback bits) associated 

with at least. one component. carrier. 	As noted above, this feedback information 

30 indicates whether wireless terminal 20 successfully received transmissions nit the 

relevant component carrier(s) that were scheduled by any downlink control messages 

70 successfully received by wireless terminal 20. If wireless terminal 20 selected the 
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first kirmar, the generated uplink control message 72 may include separate feedback 

information for every component carrier configured for cell 60. 

At step 714, wireless terminal 20 transmits the generated uplink control 

message 72 to base station 32. 	In particular embodiments, when base station 32 

5 schedules wireless terminal 20 to receive transmissions on secondary component 

carriers in addition to the primary component carrier but only receives an uplink 

control message 72 with feedback information for a single component carrier, base 

station 32 is configured to recognize that the component carrier associated with the 

feedback information is the primary component carrier and that wireless terminal 20 

10 must not have received any of the control messages 70 scheduling secondary carriers 

that 	base 	station 	32 	transmitted 	during 	the 	subframe. 	Thus, 	in 	particular 

embodiments, base station 32 can correctly interpret the feedback information in the 

uplink control message 72 despite the fact that the received downlink control message 

70 may not include explicit feedback information for every component carrier on 

.15 Which base station 32 scheduled wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission. 	The 

operation of wireless terminal 20 may then continue indefinitely or end as shown in 

FIGURE 7. 

FIGURE 8 is a flowchart illustrating example operation of a particular 

embodiment of wireless terminal 20 in determining a transmission power level to use 

20 in transmitting an uplink control message 72 in response to scheduling intbrmation 

transmitted by access network 30. The steps illustrated in FIGURE 8 may be 

combined, modified, or deleted where appropriate. 	Additional steps may also be 

added to the example operation. Furthermore, the described steps may be performed 

in any suitable order. 

25 As explained above with respect to FIGURE 2, wireless terminal 20 may. in 

pailicular embodiments, be informed of the component carriers configured for use 

within cell 60. Accordingly, in FIGURE 8, operation begins with wireless terminal 

20 receiving, at step 800, configuration information that identifies the primary carrier 

configured for cell 60 and any secondary component carriers configured for cell titY 

30 At step 802, wireless terminal 20 may store this configuration information far later 

use. 

In this example, base station 32 transmits to wireless terminal 20 one or more 

downlink control messages 70 scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive downlink 
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nunsmissions on component carriers. Base station 32 transmits at least a PCC control 

message 70a scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission on the primary 

component carrier that contains a first power control parameter. Base station 32 may 

also transmit one or more SCC.`. control messages 70b-d scheduling wireless terminal 

5 20 to receive transmissions on secondary component carriers. These SCC downlink 

control messages 70b-d each contain power control parameters as well, either a 

second power control parameter or one of multiple additional power control 

parameters. 

At step 804, wireless terminal 20 begins receiving downlink control messages 

10 70 from base station 32. At step 806, wireless terminal 20 determines whether any of 

the 	successfully 	received 	downlink control 	messages 	70 	include 	scheduling 

information scheduling the wireless terminal to receive a transmission on a secondary 

component carrier. 	If wireless terminal 20 determines at step 806 that any of the 

successfully received downlink control messages 70 includes scheduling information 

15 scheduling wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission on a secondary component 

carrier, then operation will proceed to step 810. 	Otherwise, at step 808, wireless 

terminal 20 will determine a transmission power level based on the first power control 

parameter included in PCC control message 70a (assuming the wireless terminal 20 

successfully receives PCC control message 70a). 

20 However, if wireless terminal 21) determines at step 806 that wireless terminal 

20 has successfully received at least one downlink control message 70 scheduling 

wheless terminal 20 to receive a transmission on a secondary component carrier (/.e., 

one of SC.:C control messages 70b-d), wireless terminal 20 determines a transmission 

power level based on one or more of the power control parameters included in the 

25 successfully received SCC control messages 70b-d. 	In particular embodiments, 

wireless terminal 20 may disregard the power control parameter included in PCC 

control message 70a, as shown at step 810. Instead, wireless terminal 20 determines, 

at step 812, the transmission power level based on the second/additional power 

control parameters in the successfully received SCC control messages 70h-d. 	As 

30 explained above, wireless terminal 20 may determine the transmission power level by 

extracting a common power control parameter included in all of SCC control 

messages 70b-d, summing a plurality of different power control parameters included 
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in the received SCC. control messages 70b-d, or combining power control parameters 

from multiple received SCC control messages 70b-d in any appropriate manner. 

At step 814, wireless terminal 20 generates an uplink control message 72 

responding to downlink Control messages 70. The generated uplink control message 

5 72 includes feedback information (e.g.. HARQ feedback bits) associated with at least 

one component carrier. 	This feedback information indicates whether wireless 

terminal 20 has received a scheduled transmission on the associated carrier. 	As 

explained with respect to FIGURE 7, particular embodiments of wireless terminal 20 

may choose a format for this uplink control messaee 72 based on whether or not 

10 wireless terminal 20 successfully received any of SCC control messages 70b-d. 	At 

step 816, wireless terminal 20 transmits the generated uplink control message 72 to 

base station 32 at the determined transmission power level. 	Operation of wireless 

terminal 20 may then continue indefinitely or end as shown in FIGURE 8, 

FIGURE 9 is a block diagram illustrating in greater detail the contents of a 

15 particular embodiment of a network node 900 managing the transmission power of 

wireless terminal 20 in transmitting uplink control messages 72 and/or of decoding 

uplink control messages 72 transmitted by wireless terminal 20. Network node 900 

may represent any suitable element of access network 30 capable of providing the 

described functionality, such as base station 32 in the embodiment illustrated by 

20 FIGURE I. As shown in FIGURE 9, the example embodiment of network node 900 

includes a node processor 902, a node memory 904, and a communication interface 

906. 

Node processor 902 may represent or include any form of processine 

component, including dedicated microprocessors, general-purpose computers, or other 

25 	. forms of electronic circuitry capable of processing electronic information. Examples 

of 	node 	processor 	902 	include 	field-programmable 	gate 	arrays 	(4.2.PG.As), 

programmable microprocessors, digital signal processors (DSPs), application-specific 

integrated circuits (ASICs). and any other suitable specific- or general-purpose 

processors. 	Although 	FIGURE 	9 	illustrates, 	for 	the 	sake 	of simplicity, 	an 

30 embodiment of network node 900 that includes a single node processor 902, network 

node 900 may include any number of node processors 902 configured to interoperate 

in any appropriate manner. 
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Node memory 904 stores processor instructions, carrier configurations, power 

parameters, and/or any other data utilized by network node 900 during operation. 

Node memory 904 may comprise any collection and arrangement of volatile or non-

volatile, local or remote devices suitable for storing data, such as random access 

5 memory (RAM), read only memory (ROM), magnetic storage, optical storage, or any 

other suitable type of data storage components. Although shown as a single element 

in FIGURE 9, node memory 904 may include one or more physical components local 

to or remote from network node 900. 

Communication 	interface 	906 comprises 	electronic 	circuitty and 	other 

10 components suitable to permit network node 900 to communicate with wireless 

terminal 20. For example, in embodiments in which network node 900 represents a 

node separate from the radio elements of access network 30 (e.g„ a radio network 

controller) 	communication 	interface 	906 	may 	represent 	circuitry 	capable 	of 

communicating over a wireline connection between network node 900 and the radio 

15 elements of access network 30. 	bn such embodiments, network node 400 may use 

communication interface 906 to tautsruit intbrination to radio elements (such as base 

stations 32) that are capable of communicating wirelessly with wireless terminal 20. 

As an alternative example, in embodiments in which network node 900 itself 

represents a radio element (such as an enhanced Node B (eNodeB) in a Long Term 

20 Evolution (LTE) system), communication interlace 906 may instead include circuitry 

and components capable of communicating with wireless terminal 20 over a radio 

link, such as an antenna and radiofrequency transmitter and receiver. 

FIGURE. 10 is a flowchart illustrating example operation of a particular 

embodiment of network node 900 in managing the transmission power of wireless 

25 terminal 20 in transmitting uplink control messages 72. 	The steps illustrated in 

FIGURE 10 may be combined, modi fled, or deleted where appropriate. 	Additional 

steps may also be added to the example operation. Furthermore, the described steps 

may be performed in any suitable order. 

Operation begins in this example with network node 900 scheduling: a wireless 

30 terminal to receive downlink transmissions on component carriers in cell 60 during a 

particular subframe at step 1000. 	For purposes of this example it is assumed that, 

during the relevant subframe, network node 900 schedules wireless terminal 20 to 
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receive transmissions on the primary component carrier and at least one of the 

secondary carriers configured .for cell 60. 

In order to manage the amount of power wireless terminal 20 will use in 

confirming receipt of the downlink control messages 70, network node 900 may 

5 determine, at step 1002, a first power control parameter thr wireless terminal 20 to use 

in transmitting uplink control messages in accordance with a first format that permits 

wireless terminal. 20 to communicate feedback information relating to only a single 

component carrier (in this case, the primary component carrier for cell (it)) 	Once the 

first power control parameter has been generated, network node 900 may generate, at 

10 step 1004, PCC control message 70a that includes the first power control parameter 

and scheduling information scheduling wireless terminal 20 a transmission on the 

primary component carrier during the subframe. 

Because in this example network node 900 has scheduled wireless terminal 20 

to receive a transmission on at least one secondary component carrier in addition to 

15 the primary component carrier, network node 900 also determines one or more 

additional power control parameters fir the wireless terminal to use in transmitting an 

uplink control message 72 in accordance with a second format at step 1006. 	This 

second uplink control message format permits wireless terminal 20 to communicate 

feedback information relating to multiple component carriers. 

20 As noted above, base station 32 may determine the one or more additional 

power control parameters in any appropriate manner depending on the configuration 

and capabilities of base station 32. 	For example, in particular embodiments, base 

station 32 may determine a single power control parameter for use by wireless 

terminal 20 in responding to SCC control messages 70b-d scheduling transmissions 

25 

30 

on secondary component carriers and may include this same power control parameter 

in all SCC control messages 706-d. Base station. 32 may determine this single power 

control parameter based on the number of component carriers configured for cell 60, 

based on the number of component carriers scheduled for wireless terminal in this 

subframe, based on the specific component carriers scheduled or configured (e.g., 

using a lookup table similar to those in FIGURES 3A-3D), and/or based on any other 

appropriate factor or consideration. In alternative embodiments, base station 32 may 

determine multiple different power control parameters, one for each secondary 

component carrier on which wireless 	terminal 20 is 	scheduled to receive a 
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transmission during the subframe. 	In general, base station 32 may use any suitable 

technique to determine the one or more additional power control parameters. 

After determining the additional power control parameter(s), base station 32 

generates one or more SCC control messages (e.g.,. SCC control messages 70b-d) at 

5 step 1008, one for each of the secondary component carriers on which base station 32 

has scheduled wireless terminal 20 to received transmissions during the relevant 

subframe. 	The SCC control message(s) each include the additional power control 

parameter or, if multiple are generated, one of the additional power control 

parameters. Base station 32 then transmits PCC control message 70a and SCC control 

10 messages 70b-d. to wireless terminal 20 at step 1010. 	Operation of base station 32 

with respect to transmitting downlink control messages 70 may then terminate as 

shown in FIGURE 10. 

FIGURES 11 and 12 are flowcharts illustrating example operation of a 

particular embodiment of network node 900 in decoding information transmitted by 

15 wireless terminal 20. 	In particular, FIGURE II illustrates an example in which 

network node 900 implements the first algorithm described above on an uplink 

control message 72 carrying six or fewer feedback bits, and FIGURE 12 illustrates an 

example in which network node 900 implements the second algorithm described 

above on an nplink control message 72 carrying more than six. feedback hits. Certain 

20 

25 

embodiments of network node 900 may be capable of implementing only one of the 

algorithms, while other embodiments may be capable of implementing both. 	In 

particular embodiments, network node 900 may be configured to select an appropriate 

algorithm to use based on the number of component carriers currently configured for 

use in cell 60, 	The steps illustrated in FIGURES II and 12 may be combined, 

modified, or deleted where appropriate. 	Additional steps may also be added to the 

example operation. 	Furthermore, the described steps may be performed in any 

suitable order. 

In FIGURE 11, operation begins with network node 900 transmitting one or 

more downlink control messages 70 to wireless terminal 20 at. step 1100. 	The 

30 downlink control messages 70 include scheduling infbrmation scheduling wireless 

terminal 20 to receive transmissions on a plurality of component carriers configured 

for cell 60. Wireless terminal 20 receives the transmitted downlink control messages 

70 and attempts to decode them. Because network node 900 and wireless terminal .20 
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communicate over an imperfect channel, network node 900 may not receive some of 

the transmitted downlink control messages 70 at all or may be unable to decode some 

of these downlink control messages 70 because of corruption occurring during 

transmission_ 	As a result, wireless terminal 20 will respond to downlink control 

5 messages 70 by generating feedback information (e.g., HARQ feedback bits in 

embodiments implementing LIE) indicating the component carriers for which 

wireless terminal 20 success-fully received scheduled transmissions. 

Wireless terminal 20 then encodes the unencoded feedback information. For 

the example in FIGURE 11, it is assumed that the feedback information includes six 

10 or less bits and that wireless terminal 20 encodes the feedback information using a 

first-order Reed Muller code. 	After encoding the feedback information, wireless 

terminal 20 transmits the encoded feedback information to network node 900 as part 

of an uplink control message 72 (eg., as part of a UCI message on the PLICCII in 

embodiments implementing LTE). 

15 'Network node 900 receives the transmitted uplink control message 72, which 

includes a vector of encoded information bits as shown at step 1102. This vector of 

encoded information bits comprises an encoded representation of the feedback 

information bits generated by wireless terminal 20, but the signal strength of the 

encoded. bits may potentially have been deteriorated. as a result of transmission over 

20 the radio channel between wireless terminal 20 and network node 900. As a result, 

network node 900 attempts to decode the encoded feedback information and to 

determine the original unencoded. feedback information. 	As part of this process, 

network node 900 generates a vector of transform values by performing a kladamard 

Transform on the received vector at step 11(34. 

25 Because network.  node 90() has the benefit of knowing which component 

carriers network node 90() scheduled wireless terminal 20 on for the current subframe, 

network node 900 can use this information to eliminate certain possibilities for the bit 

combinations transmitted by wireless terminal 20. Thus, at step 1106, network node 

900 identifies a subset of the transform values based on scheduling information 

30 associated with the wireless terminal 20. Each transform value reflects the likelihood 

that a feedback information bit sequence associated with that transform value was the 

original, unencoded information bit sequence generated by wireless terminal 20. 	By 

limiting analysis of transform values to only those transform values associated with 
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realistic candidates, particular embodiments of network node 9(10 can significantly 

reduce the processing resources used to determine the best estimate of the original 

feedback information, 

For example, in particular embodiments, network node 900 may store the 

scheduling information included in the various downlink contwl messages 70 

transmitted to wireless terminal 20. 	This scheduling information may include an 

indication of the component carriers on which wireless terminal 20 is scheduled to 

receive transmissions, information indicating whether wireless terminal is permitted 

to transmit scheduling requests during this subtonic, and/or any other appropriate 

10 information pertaining to the transmission resources wireless terminal 20 is permitted 

to use during the subframe or the manner in which wireless terminal 20 is permitted to 

use such resources. Upon receiving the encoded feedback information, network node 

900 uses the stored scheduling information to determine on which component carriers 

network node 900 did not schedule wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission 

I 5 during the relevant subframe. 	Because network node 900 does not transmit any 

scheduling information to wireless terminal 20 for component carriers on which 

network node 900 did not schedule wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission, 

network node 900 can safely assume in particular embodiments that the original 

feedback information generated by wireless terminal 20 did not indicate receipt of 

20 scheduling inthrmation for any such component carriers. 	Based on this assumption, 

network node 900 can form the subset by eliminating possible candidates for the 

original, unencoded feedback information that would indicate wireless terminal 20 did 

receive scheduling information for unscheduled component carriers. 

25 

At step 1108, network node 900 selects, from the subset of transform values, 

one of the transform values based on a magnitude of the selected transform value. 

Accordingly, network node 900 may then determine an estimate of the original, 

unencoded feedback information based on a bit sequence associated with the selected 

transform value at step 1110. 	For example, in particular embodiments, each 

transformed. value in the vector of transform values is associated with two potential 

30 candidates for the original, unencoded feedback information, and network node 900 

selects one of those candidates based on a sign (i.e., positive or negative) of the 

transformed value. 
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After decoding the original information bits„ network node 900 may take 

appropriate actions based on the decoded information. 	For instance, if the decoded 

information indicates that wireless terminal 2() did not successfully receive a 

transmission 	scheduled for certain component carriers that network 	node 900 

5 scheduled fur wireless terminal 20, network node 900 may, depending on the 

circumstances, decide to re-schedule some or all of the downlink transmissions.. The 

relevant downlink transmissions may be selected based, in some manner, on the 

decoded feedback bits. Once network node 900 has completed decoding the original 

information bits, operation of network node 900 may end as indicated in FIGURE 11. 

10 FIGURE 12 illustrates example operation of an embodiment of network node 

900 in which network node 900 applies a second algorithm to decode the received 

feedback information. When the original, =encoded feedback infbrmation includes 

more than six bits, it may be more efficient for network node 90() to apply a similar 

technique to that described above for six bits of the encoded feedback information but 

15 to test hypotheses for the remaining bits. 	As a result, FIGURE 12 illustrates an 

example operation for an embodiment of network node 900 configured to do this. 

Operation in this example begins at step 1200 with network node 900 

transmitting one or more downlink control messages 70 to wireless terminal 2(1. 

Operation proceeds in a similar manner to that described above with network node 

20 900 receiving an uplink control message 72 transmitted by wireless terminal 20 that 

contains a vector of encoded information bits at step 1202. 

At step 1204, network node 900 determines a plurality of hypothesized 

sequences corresponding to a first group of the unencoded feedback bits. In particular 

embodiments, the number of unencoded feedback bits in this first group is equal to 

ee the amount by which the original. information bit sequence exceeds six bits. 	For 

example, if the original, unencoded feedback information included ten bits, network 

node 900 would determine every possible combination for the remaining bits—that is, 

every possible 4-bit sequence. 	However, if network node 900 knows that certain 

combinations 	are not possible based 	on 	the scheduling 	information originally 

30 transmitted to wireless terminal 20, network node 900 may be able to eliminate 

certain sequences. 	For example, if network node 900 did not schedule component 

carriers associated with the final two bits of the ten bits of feedback information, 

network node 900 may be able to eliminate the 4-bit sequences that do not have zeros 
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(or the predetermined value indicatinti non-receipt) for the relevant bits as possible 

candidates. 

After determining the possible hypothesized sequences for the bits in the first 

group, network node 900 multiplies the received vector by a covering vector 

5 associated with each possible hypothesized sequence to generate a modified received 

vector for each hypothesized sequence (of bits in the first group) at step 1206. At step 

1208, network node 900 performs a Hadamard Transform on each of the modified 

received vectors to obtain a transformed vector associated with each possible 

hypothesized sequence (of bits in the first ;group). Additionally, each of the transform 

10 values is associated with one or more bit sequence estimates for the second group of 

bits in the imencoded. feedback information. This second group includes the bit of the 

unencoded feedback information that. are not included in the .first group (for purposes 

of this example, the second group includes the first six bits of the unencoded feedback 

information). 

15 Network node 900 then identifies a subset of the transform values in all of the 

transform vectors based on the known scheduling information for wireless terminal 20 

at step 1210. In particular embodiments, network node 9t}0 may form the subgroup of 

transformed values by eliminating those transformed values associated with estimates 

(of the second group of original information bits) that would indicate wireless 

20 terminal received scheduling information for component carriers on which network 

node 900 did not schedule wireless terminal 20 to receive a transmission. 	For 

example, if the second group of bits included information about Comixment Carrier 0, 

Component Carrier I, and Component Carrier 2, and network node 900 did not 

schedule wireless terminal 20 to receive any transmissions on Component Carrier 1. 

25 this subframe, network node 900 would identify the subgroup by eliminating from 

consideration all transform values associated with estimates for the second group of 

bits that would indicate that wireless terminal 20 received scheduling information for 

Component Carrier 1. 

Network node 90(i then selects from the identified subset of transform values a 

30 transform value based on a magnitude of the selected transform value at step 1212. 

For example, in particular embodiments, each transform value reflects the likelihood 

that one of the associated bit sequence estimates correctly identifies the second group 

of bits in the original feedback information. In such embodiments, network node 900 
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selects,. from the identified subset of transform values, the transform value with the 

greatest magnitude. 	Network node 900 may do this by directly identifying the 

transform value with the overall greatest magnitude. Alternatively, network node 900 

may do this iteratively by identifying intermediate "best" values representing the 

5 transform value with the greatest magnitude lbr each transform vector and then 

selecting the areatest from among the intermediate values for each transform vector. 

At step 1214, network node 900 determines an estimate of the unencoded 

feedback information. 	In particular embodiments, this estimate is formed from an 

estimate of the first group of imencoded feedback him and an estimate of the second 

10 group of unencoded feedback bits, 	The estimate of the first group of unencoded 

feedback bits is determined based on the hypothesized sequence associated with the 

modified vector that was used to generate the selected transform value. The estimate 

of the second group of unencoded feedback information is a selected. one of the bit 

sequence estimates associated with the selected transform value. 	For example, in 

15 particular embodiments, each transform value is associated with two bit sequence 

estimates for the second group and network node 900 selects one of the two bit 

sequence estimates based on a sign of the selected transform value. 

After completing the decoding, network node 900 may take appropriate 

actions based on the decoded intimation. 	For example, depending on the 

20 circumstances, network node 900 may decide to retransmit certain downlink control 

messages 70 selected in sonic manner based on the decoded information. Operation 

of network node 900 may end with respect to decoding the received information as 

indicated in FIGURE 12. 

25 

Although the present invention has been described with several embodiments, 

a myriad of changes, variations, alterations, transformations, and modifications may 

be suggested to one skilled in the art, and it is intended that the present invention 

encompass such changes, variations, alterations, transformations, and modifications as 

fall within the scope of the appended claims. 
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CLAIMS: 

1. A method of operating a wireless communication terminal (20) that is 

capable of communicating with a base station (32) over a primary carrier and at least 

one secondary carrier, the method comprising: 

receiving (704), at said wireless terminal (20), one or more downlink control 

messages (70) transmitted by said base station (32), wherein each downlink control 

message (70) contains scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to 

receive a downlink transmission on either a primary carrier or a secondary carrier 

during a first subframe; 

determining (706), for each of the one or more downlink control messages 

(70), whether that downlink control message (70) includes scheduling information 

scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a downlink transmission on the 

primary carrier or a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier; 

the wireless terminal (20) selecting (708, 710) a format for a single uplink 

control message (72) based on whether any of the one or more downlink control 

messages (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) 

to receive a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier, wherein the format is 

selected from: 

a carrier aggregation format that includes one or more feedback bits for each 

of the configured carriers; and 

a single carrier format that includes feedback information for the primary 

carrier but does not include separate feedback bits for the at least one secondary 

carrier; 

generating (712) said uplink control message (72) based on the selected 

format, wherein said uplink control message (72) includes feedback information 

associated with at least one carrier, the feedback information indicating whether the 

wireless terminal (20) has received a downlink transmission scheduled for the 

associated carrier; and 

transmitting (714) the uplink control message (72) to the base station (32). 

2. The method of Claim 1, wherein generating an uplink control message 

(72) comprises generating an uplink control message (72) that includes a scheduling 
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request requesting that the wireless terminal (20) be scheduled to transmit data to the 

base station (32). 

3. The method of Claim 1, wherein the base station (32) is configured to 

permit communication with the wireless terminal (20) using the primary carrier and a 

plurality of secondary carriers, and wherein the wireless tetiiiinal (20) selecting the 

format for the uplink control message (72) comprises: 

the wireless terminal (20) determining that at least one of the downlink control 

messages (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) 

to receive a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier; and 

in response to determining that at least one of the downlink control messages 

(70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive 

a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier, selecting the carrier aggregation 

format for the uplink control message (72). 

4. The method of Claim 1, wherein: 

the base station (32) is configured to permit communication with the wireless 

terminal (20) using the primary carrier and a plurality of secondary carriers; 

receiving one or more downlink control messages (70) comprises receiving 

only a single downlink control message (70) for the first subframe; and 

the wireless terminal (20) selecting a format for an uplink control message 

(72) comprises: 

the wireless terminal (20) determining that the only received downlink 

control message (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless 

terminal (20) to receive a downlink transmission on the primary carrier; and 

in response to determining that the only received downlink control 

message (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal 

(20) to receive a downlink transmission on the primary carrier, selecting the 

single carrier format for the uplink control message (72). 
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5. The method of Claim 1, further comprising: 

receiving configuration information for the base station (32), wherein the 

configuration information identifies a primary carrier associated with the base station 

(32) and identifies a plurality of secondary carriers associated with the base station 

(32); and 

storing the configuration information at the wireless terminal (20), and 

wherein determining whether a downlink control message (70) includes scheduling 

information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a downlink transmission 

on the primary carrier or a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier comprises 

determining, based on the stored configuration information, whether scheduling 

information included in the downlink control message (70) is associated with the 

primary carrier or one of the secondary carriers. 

6. The method of Claim 1, wherein receiving one or more downlink 

control messages (70) transmitted by a base station (32) comprises receiving one or 

more Downlink Control Information, DCI, messages transmitted by the base station 

(32) over a Physical Downlink Control CHannel, PDCCH; and 

transmitting the uplink control message (72) comprises transmitting an uplink 

control information, UCI, message over a Physical Uplink Control CHannel, PUCCH. 

7. A wireless communication apparatus (20), comprising: 

a receiver (608) operable to receive one or more downlink control messages 

(70) transmitted by a base station (32), wherein each downlink control message (70) 

contains scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a 

downlink transmission on either a primary carrier or a secondary carrier during a first 

subframe; 

a processor (602) operable to: 

determine, for each of the one or more downlink control messages 

(70), 	whether that downlink control 	message (70) 	includes 	scheduling 

information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a downlink 

transmission on the primary carrier or a downlink transmission on a secondary 

carrier; 
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select a format for an uplink control message (72) based on whether 

any of the one or more downlink control messages (70) includes scheduling 

information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a downlink 

transmission on a secondary carrier during the first subframe, wherein the 

format is selected from: 

a 	carrier 	aggregation 	format 	that 	includes 	separate 	feedback 

information for each of the configured carriers; and 

a single carrier format that includes feedback information for the 

primary carrier but does not include separate feedback bits for the at least one 

secondary carrier; and 

generate an uplink control message (72) based on the selected format, 

wherein the uplink control message (72) includes feedback information 

associated with at least one carrier, the feedback information indicating 

whether the wireless terminal (20) has received a downlink transmission 

scheduled for the associated carrier; and 

a transmitter (606) operable to transmit the uplink control message (72) to the 

base station (32). 

8. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the processor (602) is operable to 

generate an uplink control message (72) by generating an uplink control message (72) 

that includes a scheduling request requesting that the wireless terminal (20) be 

scheduled to transmit data to the base station (32). 

9. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein the processor (602) is operable to 

select the format for the uplink control message (72) by: 

determining that at least one of the downlink control messages (70) includes 

scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive a downlink 

transmission on a secondary carrier; and 

in response to determining that at least one of the downlink control messages 

(70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to receive 

a downlink transmission on a secondary carrier, selecting the carrier agregation 

format for the uplink control message (72). 
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10. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein: 

the receiver (608) is operable to receive one or more downlink control 

messages (70) by receiving only a single downlink control message (70) for the first 

subframe; and 

the processor (602) is operable to select a format for an uplink control 

message (72) by: 

determining that the only received downlink control message (70) 

includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to 

receive a downlink transmission on the primary carrier; and 

in response to determining that the only received downlink control 

message (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal 

(20) to receive a downlink transmission on the primary carrier, selecting the 

single carrier format for the uplink control message (72). 

11. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein: 

the receiver (608) is further operable to receive configuration information 

identifying a primary carrier associated with the base station (32) and a plurality of 

secondary carriers associated with the base station (32); 

the apparatus further comprises memory operable to store the configuration 

information; and 

the processor (602) is operable to determine whether a downlink control 

message (70) includes scheduling information scheduling the wireless terminal (20) to 

receive a downlink transmission on the primary carrier or a downlink transmission on 

a secondary carrier by determining, based on the stored configuration information, 

whether scheduling information included in the downlink control message (70) is 

associated with the primary carrier or one of the secondary carriers. 

12. The apparatus of Claim 7, wherein: 

the receiver (608) is operable to receive one or more downlink control 

messages (70) transmitted by a base station (32) by receiving one or more Downlink 

Control Information, DCI, messages transmitted by the base station (32) over a 

Physical Downlink Control CHannel, PDCCH; and 
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the transmitter (606) is operable to transmit the uplink control message (72) by 

transmitting an uplink control information, UCI, message over a Physical Uplink 

Control CHannel, PUCCH. 


