
The present invention provides financial transaction processing systems and
methods. One preferred embodiment of a method according to one aspect of
the present invention includes generating an optically scanned image of at
least a portion of document containing visual data, in a particular format,
representing information related to the financial transaction Recognition
characteristics are generated from the scanned image and are compared to
respective sets of reference recognition characteristics generated from
respective other transaction documents having different respective formats
to determine therefrom whether the particular format of the visual data
matches one of the respective formats of the other documents. When such a
match is found to exist, location is determined of a field in the scanned
image to which optical character recognition may be applied to generate
therefrom the information, based upon the respective format found to match
the particular format of the visual data. Optical character recognition is
then utilized to generate said visual data from said location.    


