29 ABSTRACT 5 SEALED AND THERVMALLY | NSULATI VE TANK | NTEGRATED | NTO A
SUPPORTI NG STRUCTURE A. sealed and thermally insulative tank incl udes
thermal installation inmuding a pluraljgty of juxtaposed insulation 10

bl ocks (28) on the supporting structure and a seaa including a plor.ality
of seal.ing netal plates (25) disposed on the insulation. blocks (28) and
wel ded. to each. other. Mechanical coupling nenbers (11) extend through the
t hermal | hahl ahos at the | evel of the edges of the insulation blocks (28)
and hold 15 the insul ation bl ocks in bearing engagemhnt on the supporting
structure (3), The netal plates (25) are disposed so that the edges of the
‘retail plates are oftset. relative to the edges of the underlying

i nsul ation. blocks (28), The netal pirgmTeace25) are held in bearing
engagenent on the insulation. blocks (28) 20 only by the coupling nenbers.
The nechani cal coupling nenbers are attached. to the netal plates (25) at
the | evel ofesakbachrent rpoieirg.y( 1ihsenayrve onaNge estgesroOfed henret ak.

pl at es. 25Fkﬂyre tone published: Figure I.
SUPPORTING STRUCTURE

A sealed and thermally insulative tank includes thermal
installation including a plurality of juxtaposed insulation
10 blocks (28) on the supporting structure and a seal including a
plurality of sealing metal plates (25) disposed on the
insulation blocks (28) and welded to each other. Mechanical
coupling members {(11) extend through the thermal insulation at
the level of the edges of the insulation blocks (28) and hold
15 the insulation blocks in bearing engagement on the supporting
structure (3). The metal plates (25) are disposed so that the
edges of the metal plates are offset relative to the edges of
the underlying insulation blocks (28). The metal plates (25)
are held in bearing engagement on the insulation blocks (28)
20 only by the coupling members. The mechanical coupling members
are attached to the metal plates (25) at the level of
attachment points (11) away from the edges of the metal

plates.

25 Figure to be published: Figure 1



