1.

2.

CLAIMS

A method, comprising:

presenting, by a first application being executed by an electronic device, a first user
interface that enables a user to select a food item and/or non-food item for
purchase at a retail establishment;

in response to receiving, by the first application, a request from the user using the first
user interface to purchase a beverage at the retail establishment, linking to a
second application for execution by the electronic device for selecting beverages
for purchase at the retail establishment;

accessing, by the second application, a data repository inclusive of a plurality of
selectable beverage options available for dispensing by a beverage dispenser at
the retail establishment;

presenting, by the second application, a second user interface to enable the user to
select one of the selectable beverage options;

generating a selected beverage instruction code representative of a selected beverage;

communicating the selected beverage instruction code to the beverage dispenser at
the retail establishment to cause the beverage dispenser to be configured for

dispensing the selected beverage; and

causing the beverage dispenser to dispense the selected beverage based on the
selected beverage instruction code.

The method according to claim 1, wherein communicating includes:

causing the electronic device to establish a communications session with the beverage
dispenser; and

communicating, by the electronic device via a communications network, the selected
beverage instruction code during the communications session to the beverage

dispenser.
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The method according to claim 2, further comprising:
presenting, by the second application, a plurality of beverage brands and flavors of

the beverage brands for the user to select; and
responsive to the user selecting a beverage brand and flavor of the beverage brand,

generating the selected beverage instruction code.

The method according to claim 3, further comprising enabling, by the first or second

application, the user to select a beverage size to be dispensed by the dispenser.

The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
establishing, by the first application, a communications session with a point-of-sale of
the retail establishment; and
enabling payment for the food items, non-food items, and/or selected beverage with
the point-of-sale.

The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
receiving, by the first application, an order identifier associated with the order; and
communicating, by the second application via the electronic device, the order
identifier to the dispenser for display thereat.

The method according to claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, by the second application from the first application, a security key
associated with the retail establishment to enable the second application to operate
at the retail establishment;

in response to the second application receiving the security key from the first
application, querying a security key database to determine whether the security
key is activated; and

in response to determining that the security key is activated, enabling the user to use
the second application to order a beverage, otherwise, preventing the user from

ordering a beverage.

The method according to claim 1, wherein linking includes deep linking to the second

application.

The method according to claim 1, wherein linking to includes linking to the second

application over a communication network.
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10.  The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
determining, by the electronic device, whether the second application is installed on
the electronic device; and
in response to determining that the second application is not installed on the
electronic device:
generating a notification to the user to download the second application;
in response to receiving a confirmation from the user to download the second
application, downloading, by the electronic device, the second application,
otherwise, not downloading the second application; and
in response to downloading the second application, launching the second

application to provide for presenting the second user interface to the user.

11.  The method according to claim 1, wherein the first and second applications are mobile

apps, and wherein the electronic device is a mobile electronic device.

12.  The method according to claim 1, wherein the second user interface is further configured
to enable the user to generate a blended beverage from a plurality of selectable beverage
options available for dispensing by the beverage dispenser, and wherein the second user
interface is further configured to enable the user to select a percentage of each of the

selected beverage options to be blended.

13. The method according to claim 1, wherein accessing the data repository includes
communicating, via a wireless network, to a server configured to store a set of selectable
beverage options available to be dispensed at the retail establishment by the beverage

dispenser.

14.  The method according to claim 1, further comprising:
counting, by a processing unit, a number of beverages dispensed for a user;
determining, by the processing unit, that the number of beverages dispensed for the
user crosses a threshold level; and
communicating, via a communications network, a reward to the user for a product or
service in response to the number of dispensed beverages crossing the threshold

level.
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15. A system, comprising:
an electronic display;
a non-transitory memory; and
a processing unit in communication with said electronic display and non-transitory
member, and configured to:
execute a first application and a second application, that, when executed by
said processing unit, causes said processing unit to:
present a user interface that enables a user to select a food item and/or
non-food item for purchase at a retail establishment;
in response to receiving a request from the user using the first user
interface to purchase a beverage at the retail establishment, link to
the second application for execution for selecting beverages for
purchase at the retail establishment;
access a data repository inclusive of a plurality of selectable beverage
options available for dispensing by a beverage dispenser at the
retail establishment;
present a second user interface to enable the user to select one of the
selectable beverage options;
generate a selected beverage instruction code representative of a
selected beverage;
communicate the selected beverage instruction code to the beverage
dispenser at the retail establishment to cause the beverage
dispenser to be configured for dispensing the selected beverage;

and

cause the beverage dispenser to dispense the selected beverage based

on the selected beverage instruction code.
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

The system according to claim 15, wherein said processing unit, in communicating, is
further configured to:
cause a communications session to be established between said processing unit and
the beverage dispenser; and
communicate, via a communications network, the selected beverage instruction code

during the communications session with the beverage dispenser.

The system according to claim 16, wherein the first and second applications being
executed by said processing unit are further configured to cause said processing unit to:
present a plurality of beverage brands and flavors of the beverage brands on said
electronic display for the user to select; and
responsive to the user selecting a beverage brand and flavor of the beverage brand,
generate the selected beverage instruction code.

The system according to claim 17, wherein the first and second applications being
executed by said processing unit are further configured to cause said processing unit to
enable, by the first or second application, the user to select a beverage size to be
dispensed by the dispenser.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the first application being executed by said
processing unit is further configured to cause said processing unit to:
establish, by the first application, a communications session with a point-of-sale of
the retail establishment; and
enable payment for the food items, non-food items, and/or selected beverage with the

point-of-sale.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the first and second applications being
executed by said processing unit are further configured to cause said processing unit to:
receive an order identifier associated with the order; and

communicate the order identifier to the dispenser for display thereat.
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21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the first and second applications being
executed by said processing unit are further configured to cause said processing unit to:
receive a security key associated with the retail establishment to enable the second
application to operate at the retail establishment;
in response to receiving the security key, query a security key database to determine
whether the security key is activated; and
in response to determining that the security key is activated, enable the user to use the
second application to order a beverage.

The system according to claim 15, wherein said processing unit, in linking, is further

configured to deep link from the first application to the second application.

The system according to claim 15, wherein said processing unit, in linking, is further

configured to communicate over a communications network to the second application.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the first application being executed by said
processing unit is further configured to cause said processing unit to:
determine whether the second application is installed on the electronic device; and
in response to determining that the second application is not installed:
generate a notification to the user to download the second application;
in response to receiving a confirmation from the user to download the second
application, download, by the electronic device, the second application,
otherwise, not downloading the second application; and
in response to downloading the second application, launching the second

application to provide for presenting the second user interface to the user.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the first and second applications are mobile

apps, and wherein the electronic device is a mobile electronic device.

The system according to claim 15, wherein the second user interface is further configured
to enable the user to generate a blended beverage from a plurality of selectable beverage
options available for dispensing by the beverage dispenser, and wherein the second user
interface is further configured to enable the user to select a percentage of each of the

selected beverage options to be blended.
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27.  The system according to claim 15, wherein said processing unit, in accessing the data
repository, is further configured to communicate, via a wireless network, to a server
configured to store a set of selectable beverage options available to be dispensed at the
retail establishment by the beverage dispenser.

28.  The system according to claim 15, further comprising:
a processing unit configured to:
a number of beverages dispensed for a user;
determine that the number of beverages dispensed for the user crosses a threshold
level; and
communicate a reward to the user for a product or service in response to the

number of dispensed beverages crossing the threshold level.
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