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(57) Abstract

A unitary disposable absorbent article, particularly a catamenial pad or incontinent pad, having stablizer members along the longitudinal
side edges to enable the pad to assume a configuration conforming closely to the perineai area of the human body thereby more readily
intercepting bodily discharges and providing a barrier to side soiling. The absorbent articles of the present invention comprise a central
absorbent panel; a pair of side wall panels extending outwardly from and along the side borders of the central absorbent panel; and an axis
of flexural bending joining each side wall panel to the central absorbent panel. The absorbent articles are constructed of a liquid pervious
-{ topsheet, a liquid impervious backsheet joined to the topsheet, an absorbent core positioned between the topsheet and the backsheet, side
flaps extending outwardly from and along the side edges of the absorbent core, and stabilizer members joined in the side wall panels with
the laterally innermost edge of the stabilizer member being disposed at or laterally inward from the side edge of the absorbent core. Thus,
the stabilizer members increase the flexural stiffness of the side wall panels so that the flexural stiffness of each side wall panel is greater the
the flexural stiffness of the central absorbent panel of the absorbent article. The.lateral compression of the side wall panels is also greater
than the lateral compression of the central absorbent panel to allow the central absorbent panel to buckle and bend upward to conform to
the body. Preferably, the stabilizer members are joined to the wearer's surface of the topsheet to further provide a barrier to the lateral flow
of liquids along -:e top surface of the absorbent article. _




A unitary disposable absorbent article, particularly a catanenial pad or -
i nconti nent pad, having stablizer nenbers along the | ongitudi nal side edges
to enable the pad to assunme a configuration conform ng closely to the
perineal area of the human body thereby nore readily intercepting bodily =.
di scharges and providing a barrier to side soiling. The absorbent articles
of the present invention conprise a central absorbent panel; a pair of side
- wal |l panels extending outwardly fromand al ong the side borders of the
central absorbent panel; and an axis of flexural bending joining each side
wal | panel to the central absorbent panel. The absorbent articles are
constructed of a liquid pervious topsheet, a liquid inpervious backsheet
joined to the topsheet, an absorbent core positioned between the topsheet
and the backsheet, side flaps extending outwardly fromand al ong the side
edges of the absorbent core, and stabilizer nmenbers joined in the side wall
panels with the laterally innernost edge of the stabilizer nenber being

di sposed at or laterally inward fromthe side edge of the absorbent core.
Thus, the stabilizer nmenbers increase the flexural stiffness of the side
wal | panels so that the flexural stiffness of each side wall panel is
greater the the flexural stiffness of the central absorbent panel of the
absorbent article. The lateral conpression of the side wall. panels is also
greater than the lateral conpression of the central absorbent panel to
all ow the central absorbent panel to buckle and bend upward to conformto
the body. Preferably, the stabilizer nenbers are joined to the wearer's
surface of the topsheet to further provide a barrier to the |ateral flow.of
liquids along the top surface of the absorbent article.

FOR THE PURPOSES OF INFORMATION ONLY

Codes used to identify States party to the PCT on the front pages of pamphlets publishing international
applications under the PCT. '
AT Austria GB United Kingdom MR Mauritania
AU Australia GE Georgia . Mw Malawi
BB Barbados . GN Guinea NE Niger
BE Belgium GR Greece NL Netherlands
BF Burkina Faso HU Hungary NO Norway
BG Bulgaria 1E Ireland NZ New Zealand
B) Benin IT Italy PL Poland
BR Brazil e Japan PT Portugal
BY Belarus KE Kenya RO Romania
CA Canada KG Kyrgystan RU Russian Federation
CF Central African Republic KpP Deniocratic People’s Republic sD Sudan
CG Congo of Korea ) SE Sweden
CH Switzerland KR Republic of Korea s1 Slovenia
CI Cote d'Ivoire . Kz Kazakhstan SK Slovakia
CM  Cameroon LI Liechtenstein ' SN Senegal
CN China LK Sri Lanka ™ Chad
cs Czechoslovakia LU  Luxembourg TG  Togo
cz Czech Republic LV Latvia gy Tajikistan
DE Germany MC Monaco T Trinidad and Tobago
DK  Denmark MD  Republic of Moldova UA  Ukine
ES Spain ) MG  Madagascar .US United States of America
FI Finland ML Mali vz Uzbekistan
FR France MN Mongolia VN Viet Nam
GA Gabon

3700083 -8



