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A printhead nmai ntenance assenbly (10) for

a printhead (1)

mai nt ai ni ng

in an operable condition is provided.
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(57) Abstract: A printhead maintenance assembly (10) for maintaining a printhead (1) in an operable condition is provided. The
maintenance assembly (10) comprises (i) a printhead assembly (11) comprising a printhead (1) having an ink ejection face (18) and
& afilm guide (21) sealingly bonded to the face (18), the film guide (21) being positioned to guide a film (20) through a transfer zone
& (22) defined by a plane spaced apart from the face (18); and (ii) an ink transport assembly (12) comprising a film (20) and a transport
mechanism for feeding the film (20) through the transfer zone (22) and away from the printhead (11). In use, the film (20) sealingly
contacts with the film guide (21) thereby forming a cavity (23) defined at least partially by the film (20), the film guide (21) and the

face (18).



