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A boardl ock fastener for a connector includes an anchoring section and a
nmounti ng section. The anchoring section holds the fastener securely in a
slot fornmed in a connector housing, while the nmounting section is
configured for insertion into a through-hole in a circuit board f gfgtent
nounting the connector against the circuit board. The nounting @gj@t:;iﬂﬂ of
the fastener is generally arrowhead-shaped, having a central |leg whic
projects downwardly relative ABSTRACAOHE 1996 two arns extending
in a sloping manner upwardly, fTorm ng a V-shape. of the arns has a
bend at an internedi at eAltwesdockfastdnenfpr bloenmector ifchided AParkhérinieseshidrcind S
angl ed i nwardl an_apu wardly, such that the two tines converge toward each
other. Duri ngaﬁ‘lﬂﬁ’ﬂ' SIPCBPnt Hee mghoring ssetionhelds the fastener seaugely éma eipt t he
fastener is i ' Le unt.il the ben i n,the arns pass
beyond a Iom%g?%?&%ﬁg%{‘ﬁ?%% ’rL:‘gE% e%}?u. e ?Rﬁstw%%%ﬁﬂtt%ﬁ’ﬁ%@f‘e t he
housi ng 5of t hinte attreddiohiole ina ¢iftult bBLLifor ABuntinBehd donRSet @ RatabARSrQit War di y

agai nst the edge of the through-hole, securely holding the connector onto
the circuit bbegd Themoputing seetion of St fasteneyfis gemerally arowsheadashapeddhavines
facilitates t tion of tol erance .deviations while maintaining a
sec:Jrla Tount | Ee&t%ggggv%& IIJIOJectS downward?yre ative {0 ei:onnector Ilaody and Itwo arms J
extending in a sloping manner upwardly, forming a V-shape. Each of the arms has a
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bend at an intermediate location along the arm, forming a tine which is angled

10 inwardly and upwardly, such that the two tines converge toward each other. During
mounting of the connector, the mounting section of the fastener is inserted into the
though-hole until the bends in the arms pass beyond a lower edge of the through-hole
in the circuit board, opposite the housing of the connector, In this position, the tines
are biased outwardly against the edge of the through-hole, securely holding the

15 connector onto the circuit board. The resilient contact of the inwardly-angled tines
facilitates the compensation of tolerance deviations while maintaining a secure

mounting force.
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