
A descender (5) for use in abseiling or belaying, comprising a base (10)
connected to a harness or the like, with first (16) and second (18) spaced
projections engaging a rope, the projections (16, 18) both extending normal
to the base (10); an arm (12) pivotally mounted to the base (10) at a pivot
axis (14), the arm (12) having a third projection (28) for engaging a rope,
the projection (28) extending parallel to the pivot axis (14) and being
located so that when the arm (12) is pivoted towards the base (10), the
third projection (28) is located between the first (16) and second (18)
spaced projections, wherein a fourth projection (156) disposed generally
between the first (16) and second (18) projections and adjacent an edge of
the base (10) separates a portion of rope passing into the descender (5)
and around the first (16) and third (18) projections from the portion of
the same rope passing out of the descender (5) between the third (28) and
second (18) projections. 


