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uniform standardized format of the object lists and object
entries of the present invention allow two devices coupled
together within the IEEE 13941995 serial bus network to
exchange information including their respective object lists
and entries.

(54) Title: METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR REPRESENTING DEVICES AND AVAILABLE INFORMATION WITHIN A

& "NETWORK OF DEVICES USING OBJECT LISTS AND OBJECT ENTRIES /

(57) Abstract
Object.lists and object entries provide a general hier- %uem‘g

archical model for representing functions and capabilities of Pare Obict = FFFF
a network of devices in a uniform standardized format. The Rumborolcbiscts = 4
chject lists and object entries are used to represent devices, S
subdevxces, supported media, installed media and available o -
services. Preférably, the devices are coupled together in an b of iy = 2
IEEE 1394-1995 serial bus network. The list of devices B =1
within the network are included within a unit object list, Kb=2 )
including unit objéct descriptors each representing a cor- <StypuBcdd> | [Plin=0
responding device. For devices having subunits, the unit ~ |-oaiio_cac PrwtObet=0
object descriptor is associated with a subunit object list, in- 71N Nombes of objects = 3
cluding subunit object descriptors each representing a cor- ntberol sy = 0 ————
responding subunit within the device. Each subunit object Enty 0
descriptor then alse has associated object lists, as appropri- <wtyspocilcgta> | [rmderotiss =0
ate, including a supported media object list including entries | _____ <ty stk s>
representing typés of media supported by the subunit and an -
installed media cbject list including entries representing in- 2 e
formation ayailable on the media currently installed within oo of s = 0 e oficts w0
the subunit. For subunits capable of providing services, the <yl >
subunit object descnptor has an associated object list, in- <oty spesific daa>
cluding an available services list including entries represent- ——— ‘
ing the services currently available through the subunit. The-
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