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: (57) Abstract: A method for collecting and analyzing operational information from a network of components associated with a li-
~ quid energy commodity comprises the steps of: (a) measuring an amount of the liquid energy commodity in storage at one or more
S storage facilities in the network, and storing that measurement data; (b) determining a flow rate of the liquid energy commodity in
@ one or more selected pipelines in the network, and storing that flow rate data; (c) ascertaining an operational status of one or more
e processing facilities in the network, and storing that operational status information; (d) analyzing the measurement data, the flow rate
o data, and the operational status information to determine a balance of the liquid energy commodity in the network or a selected por -

tion thereof at a given time; and (e) communicating information about the balance of the liquid energy commodity to a third-party
market participant.
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