
An Inter Frame Spacing ("IFS") adaptation routine, operating in combination
with a network controller (130), to alter the IFS parameter utilized by the
network controller to regulate data throughput. Such alteration is
performed in real time according to the topology and load of its Ethernet
network (150). Upon determining that current Back-to-Back frames of data
propagating through the Ethernet network are sensitive to IFS adaptation
(step 115), the IFS adaptation routine configures the IFS parameter of its
network controller based on its transmit activity and collision intensity
(step 130).    


