
computer in their shops or to information which is often confidential and 
protected. 

The existence of a "grey market", of alternative routing of spare parts 
and consumer goods, are likewise just as much holes in the distribution 
networks and represent large sums of lost money for all the players in this 
network. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

TheErobodiments of the present invention has as its object seek to 
fese<¥e4he-abe-ve--meBtfei:ie4-pfeM&ms-b¥-w:Q{»s<ftfl^provide a system of 
certification of origin of consumer goods which ism ay be efficient and ism ay be 
easy to use for the merchants who sell these consumer goods. In particular, 
embodiments of the present invention ha& as its object seek to propeseprovide 
such a system which ismav be operational on the international level and which 
does not limit the number of merchants able to use it. 

Te-#Hs-ei3dT-#te-Accordinq to a first aspect of the present invention, 
tes-as-sti-bleet-fwaltefthere is provided a system of certification of origin of a 
product, the system comprising a bank payment network, a point of entry 
terminal, an element of the bank payment network and a verification element, 
wherein 

- the element of the bank payment network is configured to 
issue an authentication medium to be sent to the point of entry 
terminal, the authentication medium containing an 
identification number, the format of which is compatible with 
that accepted by the bank payment network; 

- the point of entry terminal is configured to extract or capture 
the identification number from the authentication medium at 
the time of a request for certification of origin of a product, and 
to transmit the request for certification of origin with the 
identification number to the bank payment network; 



- the verification element is configured to keep in a memory the 
identification number issued by the element of the bank 
payment network or a reference to this identification number, 
to receive the identification number or a reference to this 
identification number linked to the request for certification of 
origin, and to verify the origin of the product the certification of 
origin of which has been requested by verifying whether the 
identification number or the reference to this identification 
number received, which is linked to the request for certification 
of origin, is located in the memory. 

TteSr#iaftk&4eAccording1o embodiments of the present invention, 
an efficient and relatively simple system iscan be obtained for carrying out a 
certification of origin of a consumer good by using a banking network. The first 
element can in fact be a single physical element or it can be made up of at least 
two physical elements. As all the authentication documents are identified, upon 
their use, and owing to the data received from the banking network, the 
information exchanged makes it possible to locate very precisely the exact 
place of the sale. 

AAccording to a second aspect of the present invention^ has as 
seteiest-m-attefthere is provided a method for certifying the origin of a product in 
a system comprising a bank payment network, a point of entry terminal, an 
element of the bank payment network and a verification element, comprising 

- the issuing by the element of the bank payment network of an 
authentication medium to be sent to the point of entry terminal, 
the authentication medium containing an identification number 
the format of which is compatible with that accepted by the 
bank payment network; 

the extraction or capturing by the point of entry terminal of the 
identification number from the authentication medium at the 
time of a request for certification of origin of a product; 



- the transmission of the request for certification of origin with 
the identification number to the bank payment network; 

- the keeping by the verification element, in a memory, of the 
identification number issued by the element of the bank 
payment network or a reference to this identification number; 

- the receiving by the verification element of the identification 
number or a reference to this identification number connected 
to the request for certification of origin; and 

- the verification of the origin of the product, for which the 
certification of origin has been requested, by verifying whether 
the received identification number or the received reference to 
this identification number, which is connected to the request 
for certification of origin, is located in the memory. 

AAccordinq to a third aspect of the present invention, has as- subject 
matteFthere is provided a device for the certification of origin of a product, the 
device having means to connect itself to a bank payment network, the device 
having means for: 

- issuing an authentication medium to be sent to a point of entry 
terminal, the authentication medium containing an 
identification number, the format of which is compatible with 
that accepted by the bank payment network; 

- keeping in a memory the identification number created in the 
previous step; 

- receiving from the point of entry terminal via the bank payment 
network the identification number extracted or captured by the 
point of entry terminal at the time of a request for certification 
of origin; and 


