METHOD FOR DECREASI NG THE I NI TI ATION TI ME I N AN ELECTROLESS BATH Abstract
of the Disclosure A nethod for decreasing the initiation tine of an

el ectrol ess bath invol ves exposing a plurality of small netal oxide
particles contained in a resin defining a surface. The surface is then
treated with reducing solution which results in catalytic islands form ng
around the netal oxide particles. The surface is then treated with a noble
nmetal salt solution of a concentration less than 0.1 nolar. This results in
a fine l-ayer of noble netal on top of the catalytic islands and protects
the islands from oxidation. The surface is the placed in an el ectrol ess
bath. It has been found that the initiation tine in the electroless bath
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Abstract of the Disclosure

A method for decreasing the initiation time of an electroless bath
involves exposing a plurality of small metal oxide particles contained in a
resin defining a surface. The surface is then treated with reducing
solution which results in catalytic islands forming around the metal oxide
particles. The surface is then treated with a noble metal salt solution of a
concentration less than 0.1 molar. This results in a fine layer of noble
metal on top of the catalytic islands and protects the islands from
oxidation. The surface is the placed in an electroless bath. It has been
found that the initiation time in the electroless bath has been reduced
from fifteen minutes to less than two minutes.



