PROCESS FOR PREPARI NG 2, 6- NAPHTHALENEDI CARBOXYLI C ACI D Provided is a
continuous process for producing 2, 6napht hal enedi carboxylic acid by the

| i qui d phase oxidation of 2,6 dlnethylnaphthalene conpri sing continuously
adding to a reaction Zone the oxidation reaction conponents cctasMi2Re

2, 6-di et hyl napht hal ene) a source of nol ecul ar oxygen, a solvent conprising
an aliphatic nonocarboxylic acid, and a cagal yst conprising cobalt,
manganese and brom ne conponents, wherein the atomratio of manganese to

cobalt Is a 1 ). 3. the total of cobalt and manganese i s
at | east abou?{b s, 20h 2R : ABHTHALENEDPLGARBOX

s Y el
mai nt ai ning the contents of the reactlon zone at a tenperature of about

370[err]F to about 420[err]F and at aﬁeﬂgm[e sufficient to nmaintain at
| east a portion of the nonocarboxylic acid 1n the Iiquid phase thereby

oxi di zing the 2,6 dinethyl napht hal ene to 2, 6- napht hal enedi car boxylic aci d.
By operating accor &irogiderd t e @ ocestinabushiproicesentfiosn,producing 2,6-

2, 6-napht hal easshﬂ?élhﬁémda%@,@yué @R 1y GRET igWaUphYs e OddaREn! Br B g vield
and weh gw Ve{hylnaphthmene compnsmg continuously adding to a reaction zone the
oxidation reaction components comprising 2,6-dimethylnaphthalene, a
source of molecular oxygen, a solvent comprising an aliphatic
monocarboxylic acid, and a catalyst comprising cobalt, manganese and
bromine components, wherein the atom ratio of manganese to cobalt is
10 about 5:1 to about 0.3:1, the total of cobalt and manganese is at least about
0.40 welight percent based on the weight of solvent, and maintaining the
contents of the reaction zone at a temperature of about 370°F to about
420°F and at a pressure sufficient to maintain at least a portion of the
monocarboxylic acid in the liquid phase thereby oxidizing the 2,6-
15 dimethylnaphthalene to 2,6-naphthalenedicarboxylic acid. By operating
according to the process of this invention, 2,6-naphthalenedicarboxylic acid
can be continuously produced in high yield and with low levels of impurities.
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