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METHOD, SYSTEM AND DEVICE FOR SEARCHING A USER IN
A SOCIAL NETWORK

Field of the Invention

The present disclosure relates to an internet technology, and particularly to a

method, system and apparatus for searching for a user in a social network.

Background of the Invention

In an existing social network, a user can search for users to be required, such as
the users in an adjacent region of the user, according to geographical position

information the user.

In particular, when a user X is to search for users in an adjacent region of the
user X, the user X may transmit a searching command to a client of the user X, such
as a mobile terminal. After receiving the searching command transmitted from the
user X, the client obtains geographical position information of the user X, and
transmits a searching request to a server, wherein the searching request carries
information, such as the geographical position information, a user identifier of the
user X, etc. The server can store the information that is referred as searching request
information and is contained in the received searching request and can determine
whether searching request information previously stored includes searching request
information satisfying requirements, wherein the searching request information
satisfying the requirements meets the following conditions: a distance between the
user corresponding to the searching request information determined according to the
geographical position information in the received searching request and the user X is
less than a predetermined threshold. If the searching request information previously
stored satisfies the above requirements, relative information of the user corresponding
to the searching request information satisfying the requirements is returned to the

client of the user X.

The relative information may include a user identifier, personal basic information
and a distance between the user corresponding the relative information and the user X,

wherein the personal basic information generally includes the information recorded
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when the user registers to a network, such as an age, a sex, a career, a city, etc.. The
personal basic information is stored in the server. The server may search for the

corresponding personal basic information through the user identifier.

After receiving the relative information of the users from the server, the client
may present the relative information to the user X. And the user X may select an
interesting user, and transmit a message to communicate with the interesting user via

the client.

In a practical application, the user X may transmit searching requests to the
server through the client more than once, and all the searching requests may carry
information including the geographical position information and the user identifier,
etc. For the user X, the server only stores the geographical position information and
the like carried in the searching request latest received. That is, the server may
respectively update the previously received geographical position information and the

like by the currently received geographical position information and the like.
However, in the practical application,

provided that user Y is previously at location A, and transmits a searching
request, and the geographical position information of the user Y in the searching
request information stored in the server is the geographical position information when
the user Y is at a location A. Thereafter, the user Y moves to a location B for some
reasons, and does not yet transmit a searching request. Thus, when the user X
transmits a searching request, the server will determine whether the user Y is in the
adjacent region of the user X according to the geographical position information
previously stored when the user Y is at the location A. If yes, the server will returns
the relative information of the user Y to the user X. However, in actual, at this time,
the user Y has already moved to the location B which may be quite far away from the
user X. Since the user X only is interesting in users in the adjacent region of the user
X, the relative information of the user Y returned from the server is invalid for the

user X.
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Summary of the Invention

In view of the above, a method, a system and an apparatus for searching for a
user in a social network is provided according to examples of the present disclosure in

order to improve validity of the look up result.
In one aspect, a method for searching for a user in a social network includes:

obtaining, by a client, geographical position information of a user of the client
after detecting that the user of the client transmits a searching command, and
transmitting a searching request to a server, wherein the searching request at least
includes the obtained geographical position information of the user and a user

identifier of the user;

receiving, by the server, the searching request, storing a piece of searching
request information, wherein the piece of the searching request information at least
includes the geographical position information and the user identifier carried in the
searching request received and receiving time when the searching request is received,
determining whether there is at least one piece of searching request information
satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request information previously
stored, and returning information related with at least one user respectively
corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of the searching request

information satisfying the requirement;

wherein for each piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement in the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement, the piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement meets the following condition: a time interval between receiving time in
the piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement and the
receiving time when the searching request transmitted from the client is received is

less than a first threshold.
A system for searching for a user in a social network includes:

a client, configured to obtain geographical position information of a user of the
client after detecting that the user of the client transmits a searching command,

transmit a searching request at least carrying the obtained geographical position
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information of the user and a user identifier of the user to a server, receive

information that is related with at least one user and is returned by the server; and

the server, configured to receive the searching request, store a piece of searching
request information, wherein the piece of the searching request information at least
includes the geographical position information and the user identifier carried in the
searching request received and receiving time when the searching request is received,
determine whether there is at least one piece of searching request information
satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request information previously
stored, and return the information related with at least one user respectively
corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement in the at least one piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement meets the following condition: a time
interval between receiving time in the piece of the searching request information
satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching request

transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.
A client includes:

a transmitting module, configured to obtain geographical position information of
a user of the client after detecting that the user of the client transmits a searching
command, transmit a searching request at least carrying the obtained geographical

position information of the user and a user identifier of the user to a server; and

a receiving module, configured to receive information that is related with a user

and is returned by the server.
A server includes:

a storing module, configured to store a piece of searching request information,
wherein the piece of the searching request information at least includes geographical
position information and a user identifier carried in a searching request received and
receiving time when the searching request is received, the searching request is

transmitted to the server after the client detects that the user of the client transmits the
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searching command, and the geographical position information is obtained after the

client detected that the user of the client transmits the searching command; and

a processing module, configured to determine whether there is at least one
searching request information satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching
request information previously stored, and return information related with at least one
user respectively corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each piece
of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in the at least one
piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement meets the following
condition: a time interval between receiving time in the piece of searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching

request transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

It can be seen, by using the technical solution of the present disclosure, in the
process of searching for a user, if a time interval between a time point when the user
transmits its geographical position information and the current time point is great, it
should consider that the user has changed its geographical position, and thus the user
will not be included in a searching result, thereby improving validity of the searching

result.

Brief Description of Drawings

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a method for searching for a user in a social

network according to an example of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a structure of a system for searching

for a user in a social network according to an example of the present disclosure.

Detailed Description of the Invention

In terms of the technical problems in the prior art, a technical solution for
searching for a user in a social network is provided according to an example of the

present disclosure.
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In order to make the object, technical solution and merits of the present
disclosure clearer, the present disclosure will be illustrated in detail hereinafter with

reference to the accompanying drawings and specific examples.

FIG. 1 is a flowchart illustrating a method for searching for a user in a social
network according to an example of the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 1, the

method includes the procedure as follows.

At block 11, after detecting that its operator, i.e. a user (referred as “user X” in
the present disclosure) transmits a searching command, a client obtains geographical
position information of the user X, and transmits to a server a searching request
carrying the obtained geographical position information and a user identifier of the

user X.

The client may be a smart phone, a tablet computer, and so on, and the present

disclosure does not make any limitation.

In a practical application, according to hardware configuration of the client, the
client may adopt various ways to detect whether the user X transmits the searching
command. In an example, for the client having a built-in sensor, such as a gravity
sensor, a built-in gyroscope, a built-in accelerometer, the user X may transmit the
searching command by shaking the client. As such, the client may detect that the user
X transmits the searching command by detecting that the user X shakes the client. For
the client not having the sensor, the client may receive the searching command from
the user X through an icon configured on an interactive interface, a designated touch
button configured or a command inputted via audio control. In an example, the user X
clicks the icon configured on the interactive interface to transmit the searching
command, the client receives the click inputted by the user X, that is, the client

receives the searching command transmitted by the user X.

Thereafter, the client obtains the geographical position information (i.e.
longitude and latitude information) of the user of the client. A method for obtaining
geographical position information is similar with those in the conventional technology.
In an example, a Global Positioning System (GPS) function may be used to obtain the
geographical position information of the user of the client. In another example, a cell
identifier (cell ID) of a base station to which the client belongs may be used to obtain

the geographical position information of the user of the client. In another example, a
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Media Access Control (MAC) address of a Wireless Fidelity (WiFi) access point with
which the client is connected may be used to obtain the geographical position

information of the user of the client.

After the geographical position information of the user of the client is obtained,
the client may add the geographical position information and other information such
as a user identifier of the user X into the searching request and send the searching
request to the server. A method for obtaining the user identifier of the user X is

similar with that in a conventional technology.
At block 12, the server stores a piece of searching request information.

The stored piece of searching request information at least includes the
information, such as the geographical position information, the user identifier and the
like included in the received searching request, as well as receiving time when the

searching request is received.

At block 13, the server determines whether there is a piece of searching request
information satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request
information previously stored. If yes, the information related with the user
corresponding to the piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement is returned to the client, wherein the piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirements may meet the following conditions: a time
interval between receiving time in the piece of the searching request information
satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching request

transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

In addition, in consideration of a case that the user X prefers to make a friend
with a user in an adjacent region, the above mentioned piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirements may meet a condition as follows: the time
interval between the receiving time in the piece of the searching request information
satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching request
transmitted from the client is received is less than the first threshold, and a distance
between the user corresponding to the searching request information satisfying the
requirement and the user X is less than a second threshold, wherein the distance is
determined according to geographical position information in the piece of the

searching request information satisfying the requirement.
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At blocks 12 and 13, after receiving the searching request transmitted from the
client, the server stores the piece of the searching request information. The stored
piece of the searching request information at least includes the information, such as
the geographical position information, the user identifier and the like, contained in the
received searching request, and the receiving time when the searching request is

received (i.e. the current time when the searching request is received).

Thereafter, the server determines whether there is the piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement in various pieces of the previously
stored searching request information (which are pieces of searching request
information other than the piece of the searching request information corresponding to
the searching request transmitted from the client). If there is the piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement, the information related with the user
corresponding to the piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement is returned to the client. The information related with the user may
include a user identifier, personal basic information, a distance between the user and

the user X, and so on.

In an example, the server may traverse the various pieces of the searching
request information previously stored, and for each piece of the searching request
information previously stored, if the distance between the receiving time of the piece
of the searching request information and the receiving time when the searching
request transmitted from the client is received is less than the first threshold and the
distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the searching request
information and the user of the client is less than the second threshold, it may consider
that the piece of the searching request information meets the requirement, wherein the
distance is determined according to geographical position information in the searching

request information.

The values of the first threshold and the second threshold may be determined as
required. For example, the first threshold may be 1 minute, and the second threshold

may be 1000 meters.

If the number of pieces of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement is more than M, that is, the number of users respectively corresponding to

the piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement to be
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returned to the client is more than M, M pieces of the searching request information
may be selected, and the information related with the users respectively corresponding
to the selected M pieces of the searching request information is returned to the client,
wherein M is an integer more than 1, and the value can be determined as required,
such as 20. During the process of selecting the M pieces of the searching request
information, one or all of the following principles may be followed: a piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement is preferred to be selected if
there are more same items between the personal basic information of a user
corresponding to the piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement and the personal basic information of the user X; a piece of the searching
request information is preferred to be selected if there are more identical items
between the personal basic information of a user corresponding to the piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement and features of a historically

successful friend of the user X.

The personal basic information may be the information recorded when the user
registers to a network, such as an age, a sex, a career, a city, etc., and is stored in the
server. The server may search for the corresponding personal basic information

through the user identifier.

In an example, provided that a user A has the same career and is at the same city
with the user X, while a user B only has the same career with the user X, then the user

A is preferred to be selected.

In another example, by analyzing features of a historically successful friend (for
example, the user X and the friend are mutually added into an address list on WeChat)
of the user X, it is determined that the user X prefers to make friends with the users of
which age group, which kind of career, in which city, and so on. If the age, career and
the city of a user C respectively satisfy a feature of the historically successful friend of
the user X, while only the age of user D satisfies a feature of the historically

successful friend of the user X, the user C is preferred to be selected.

At block 13, if all the pieces of the searching request information previously
stored does not satisfy the requirement, the server determines that there is no piece of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement, wherein a piece of

searching request information not satisfying the requirement may include: a piece of
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searching request information receiving time of which does not satisfy the
requirement while the distance of which satisfies the requirement, a piece of searching
request information the receiving time of which satisfies the requirement while the
distance of which does not satisfy the requirement, and a piece of searching request
information both the received time and the distance of which do not satisfy the
requirement. The piece of the searching request information receiving time of which
does not satisfy the requirement may be a piece of searching request information that
a time interval between the receiving time in the piece of the searching request
information and the receiving time when the searching request transmitted by the
client is received is no less than the first threshold. The piece of the searching request
information the distance of which does not satisfy the requirement may be a piece of
searching request information that the distance between the user corresponding to the
piece of the searching request information and the user X is no less than the second
threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to the geographical position

information in the piece of the searching request information.

If the server determines that there is no piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement, i.e., all pieces of the searching request
information previously stored do not satisfy the requirement, content returned to the
client by the server may be empty. Alternatively, if there is the piece of the searching
request information the receiving of which satisfies the requirement while the distance
of which does not satisfy the requirement, the information related with a user
corresponding to the searching request information may be returned to the client.
Moreover, if the number of users to be returned to the client is more than M, M users
may be selected therefrom, and information related with the selected M users may be
returned to the client. When selecting the M users, one or all of the following
principles may be followed: a piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement is preferred to be selected if there are more same items between the
personal basic information of a user corresponding to the piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement and the personal basic information of
the user X; a piece of the searching request information is preferred to be selected if
there are more identical items between the personal basic information of a user
corresponding to the piece of the searching request information satisfying the

requirement and features of a historically successful friend of the user X.

10
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After receiving the information related with the users returned by the server, the
client may present them to the user X, thereafter, the user X may select an interesting
user from the presented users, and transmits a message to the interesting user through

the client in order to communicate with the interesting user.

In a practical application, the user X may transmit searching requests to the
server through the client more than once at different times. When transmitting a
searching request each time, the searching request may carry information, e.g.,
geographical position information, a user identifier, etc. For the user X, the server
only stores the geographical position information and the like carried in the latest

received searching request.

In addition, when a piece of searching request information including information
in the searching request transmitted by the client has been stored in the server for a
time period more than the first threshold, the server may delete the piece of the
searching request information so as to make protection of privacy of the user X, e.g.,

the geographical position better and to save storage space of the server.

As such, the method example of the present disclosure is completed.

Based on the above description, FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram illustrating a
structure of a system for searching for a user in a social network according to an

example of the present disclosure. As shown in FIG. 2, the system may include:

a client 21, configured to obtain geographical position information of a user X
after detecting that the user transmits a searching command, transmit a searching
request at least carrying the obtained geographical position information and a user
identifier of the user X to a server 22, receive information that is related with at least

one user and is returned by the server 22; and

the server 22, configured to receive the searching request, store a piece of
searching request information, wherein the piece of the searching request information
at least includes the geographical position information and the user identifier carried
in the searching request received and receiving time when the searching request is
received, determine whether there is at least one piece of searching request
information satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request

information previously stored, and return the information related with at least one user

11
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respectively corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement to the client 21 if there is the at least one piece
of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each
piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in the at least
one piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement meets the following
condition: a time interval between receiving time in the piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching

request transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

For each piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in
the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement,
the piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement further meets
the following condition: a distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement and the user X of the client is
less than a second threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to
geographical position information in the piece of the searching request information

satisfying the requirement.
The client terminal 21 may include:

a transmitting module 211, configured to obtain geographical position
information of a user X of the client 21 after detecting that the user X of the client 21
transmits a searching command, transmit a searching request at least carrying the
obtained geographical position information of the user and a user identifier of the user

to a server 22; and

a receiving module 212, configured to receive information that is related with a

user searched out and is returned by the server 22.

The transmitting module is further configured to detect that the user of the client
transmits the searching command if it is detected that the user X shakes the client 21;
or the transmifting module is further to detect that the user of the client transmits the

searching command if an input from the user X is detected.
The server 22 may include:

a storing module 221, configured to store a piece of searching re(iuest

information, wherein the piece of the searching request information at least includes

12
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geographical position information and a user identifier carried in a searching request
received and receiving time when the searching request is received, the searching
request is transmitted to the server after the client 21 detects that the user X of the
client transmits the searching command, and the geographical position information is
obtained after the client detects that the user of the client transmits the searching

command; and

a processing module 222, configured to determine whether there is at least one
searching request information satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching
request information previously stored, and return information related with at least one
user respectively corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement to the client 21 if there is the at least one piece
of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each
piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in the at least
one piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement meets the following
condition: a time interval between receiving time in the piece of searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching

request transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

For each piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in
the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement,
the piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement further meets
the following condition: a distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement and the user of the client is
less than a second threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to
geographical position information in the piece of the searching request information

satisfying the requirement.

The processing module 222 1s further configured to if the number of the at least
one piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement is more than
M, i.e., the number of users that respectively correspond to the at least one pieces of
the searching request information and are returned to the client 21 is more than M,
selecting M pieces of the searching request information, and returning the information
related with users respectively corresponding to the selected M pieces of the searching

request information to the client, wherein M is an integer more than 1;

13
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During the process of selecting the M pieces of the searching request information
one or all of the following principles are followed: a piece of searching request
information satisfying the requirement is preferred to be selected if there are more
identical items between the personal basic information of users corresponding to the
M pieces of the searching request information satisfying the requirement and the
personal basic information of the user X; a piece of the searching request information
is preferred to be selected if there are more identical items between the personal basic
information of users corresponding to the M pieces of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and features of a historically successful friend

of the user X.

The processing module 222 is further configured to delete a piece of searching
request information that has been stored in the server for a time period that is more

than the first threshold.

The special flow of the system example shown in FIG. 2 may refer to the
corresponding description of the method example shown in FIG. 1, and will not

described in detail any more.

From the above description of the example, those skilled in the art may clearly
appreciate that the above example may be achieved by using software together with a
necessary generally used hardware platform, or by using hardware, and in many cases,
the former is a preferred implementation. Based on this, the technical solution may be
essentially embodied in a software product form or the part of the technical solution
making contribution to the prior art may be embodied in a software product form, and
the computer software product may be stored in a storage medium, and includes
several instructions to make a computer device (may be a personal computer, a server

or a network device, etc.) to perform the method described in the above examples.

Those skilled in the art may understand that the modules in the apparatus of the
above example may be distributed in the apparatus of the example, or may be located
in one or more apparatus in other examples with corresponding modifications. The
modules in the above example may be combined into one module, or may be further

divided into multiple sub-modules.

Based on the technical solution provided in the above example, this disclosure

also proposes a machine-readable storage medium adapted to store instructions which

14
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enable a machine to perform the method for searching for a user in a social network as
described herein. Specifically, a system or apparatus configured with a storage
medium may be provided, the software program codes for achieving functions
described in any one of the above examples are stored on the storage medium, and the
computer (or CPU or MPU) of the system or apparatus is enabled to read and execute

the program codes stored in the storage medium.

In such a case, the program codes itself read from the storage medium may
achieve the function of any one of the above examples, thus the program codes and
the storage medium storing the program codes are consist of a part of the technical

solution for achieving the above method for searching for a user in a social network.

An example of the storage medium storing the program codes includes a Floppy
disk, a hard disk, a magneto-optical disk, an optical disk (such as CD-ROM, CD-R,
CD-RW, DVD-ROM, DVD-RAM, DVD-RW and DVD+RW), a magnetic tape, a
nonvolatile memory card and a ROM. Alternatively, a communication network may

be used to download the program codes from a computer of a server.

In addition, it should be noted that, the functions of any one of the above
examples not only may be achieved by executing the program codes read by the
computer, but also may be achieved by instructing the operating system on the
computer to complete a part or all of the actual operations on the basis of the program

codes.

In addition, it should understand that, the functions of any one of the above
examples may be achieved by writing the program codes read by the computer into a
storage configured in an extended plate inserted into the computer or into a storage
configured in an extended unit connected with the computer, and then instructing the
CPU mounted on the extended plate or the extended unit to complete a part or all of

the actual operations on the basis of the program codes.

It can be seen, by using the technical solution of the present disclosure, in the
process of searching for a user, if a time interval between a time point when the user
transmits its geographical position information and the current time point is great, it
should consider that the user has changed its geographical position, and thus the user
will not be included in a searching result, thereby improving validity of the searching

result. Furthermore, the stored request may be deleted in time, thereby more

15



efficiently protecting privacy of the user such as the geographical position and saving
storage space of a server. Also, the technical solution of the present disclosure is easy

for implementation and thus is facilitate for popularization and promotion.

The foregoing is only preferred examples of the present disclosure and is not
used to limit the protection scope of the present disclosure. Any modification,
equivalent substitution and improvement without departing from the spirit and
principle of the present disclosure are within the protection scope of the present

disclosure.
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Claims

1. A method for searching for a user in a social network, comprising:

after detecting that a user of the client transmits a searching command, obtaining,
by a client, geographical position information of the user of the client, and
transmitting a searching request to a server, wherein the searching request at least
comprises the obtained geographical position information of the user and a user

identifier of the user;

receiving, by the server, the searching request, storing a piece of searching
request information, wherein the piece of the searching request information at least
includes the geographical position information and the user identifier carried in the
searching request received and receiving time when the searching request is received,
determining whether there is at least one piece of searching request information
satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request information previously
stored, and returning information related with at least one user respectively
corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of the searching request

information satisfying the requirement;

wherein for each piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement in the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement, the piece of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement meets the following condition: a time interval between receiving time in
the piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement and the
receiving time when the searching request transmitted from the client is received is

less than a first threshold.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the piece of the searching request information

satisfying the requirement further meets the following condition:

a distance between a user corresponding to the piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the user of the client is less than a second
threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to geographical position
information in the piece of the searching request information satisfying the

requirement.

17
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3. The method of claim 1, wherein detecting that the user of the client transmits

the searching command further comprises:

detecting, by the client, that the user of the client transmits the searching

command if it is detected that the user of the client shakes the client; or

detecting, by the client, that the user of the client transmits the searching

command if an input operation from the user is detected.

4. The method of claim 1 or 2, wherein the information related with the user
corresponding to the piece of the searching request information that satisfies the
requirement and is returned to the client comprises: a user identifier, personal basic
information and the distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the

searching request information satisfying the requirement and the user of the client.
5. The method of claim 4, further comprising:

if the number of the at least one piece of the searching request information
satisfying the requirement is more than M, selecting M pieces of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement, and returning the information related with
users respectively corresponding to the selected M pieces of the searching request

information to the client, wherein M is an integer more than 1.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein the process of selecting the M pieces of the
searching request information follows one or all of the following principles: the M
pieces of the searching request information satisfying the requirement are selected if
there are more identical items between the personal basic information of the users
corresponding to the M pieces of the searching request information satisfying the
requirement and the personal basic information of the user of the client; the M pieces
of the searching request information are selected if there are more identical items
between the personal basic information of the users corresponding to the M pieces of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement and features of a

historically successful friend of the user of the client.
7. The method of claim 1 or 2, further comprising:

deleting, by the server, a piece of searching request information that has been

stored in the server for a time period that is more than the first threshold.

8. A system for searching for a user in a social network, comprising:
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a client, configured to after detecting that the user of the client transmits a
searching command, obtain geographical position information of a user of the client,
transmit a searching request at least carrying the obtained geographical position
information of the user and a user identifier of the user to a server, receive

information that is related with at least one user and is returned by the server; and

the server, configured to receive the searching request, store a piece of searching
request information, wherein the piece of the searching request information at least
includes the geographical position information and the user identifier carried in the
searching request received and receiving time when the searching request is received,
determine whether there is at least one piece of searching request information
satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching request information previously
stored, and return the information related with at least one user respectively
corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request information satisfying
the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement in the at least one piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of the searching
request information satisfying the requirement meets the following condition: a time
interval between receiving time in the piece of the searching request information
satisfying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching request

transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

9. The system of claim 8, wherein the piece of the searching request information

satisfying the requirement further meets the following condition:

a distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the user of the client is less than a second
threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to geographical position
information in the piece of the searching request information satisfying the

requirement.
10. A client, comprising:

a transmitting module, configured to after detecting that the user of the client

transmits a searching command, obtain geographical position information of a user of
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the client, transmit a searching request at least carrying the obtained geographical

position information of the user and a user identifier of the user to a server; and

a receiving module, configured to receive information that is related with a user

and is returned by the server.

11. The client of claim 10, wherein the transmitting module is further configured

to

detect that the user of the client transmits the searching command if it is detected
that the user of the client shakes the client; or detect that the user of the client

transmits the searching command if an input operation from the user is detected.
12. A server, comprising:

a storing module, configured to store a piece of searching request information,
wherein the piece of the searching request information at least includes geographical
position information and a user identifier carried in a searching request received and
receiving time when the searching request is received, the searching request is
transmitted to the server after the client detects that the user of the client transmits the
searching command, and the geographical position information is obtained after the

client detected that the user of the client transmits the searching command; and

a processing module, configured to determine whether there is at least one
searching request information satisfying a requirement in various pieces of searching
request information previously stored, and return information related with at least one
user respectively corresponding to the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement to the client if there is the at least one piece of
the searching request information satisfying the requirement, wherein for each piece
of the searching request information satisfying the requirement in the at least one
piece of the searching request information satisfying the requirement, the piece of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement meets the following
condition: a time interval between receiving time in the piece of searching request
information satistying the requirement and the receiving time when the searching

request transmitted from the client is received is less than a first threshold.

13. The server of claim 12, wherein the piece of the searching request

information satisfying the requirement further meets the following condition:
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a distance between the user corresponding to the piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and the user of the client is less than a second
threshold, wherein the distance is determined according to geographical position
information in the piece of the searching request information satisfying the

requirement.

14. The server of claim 12 or 13, wherein the processing module is further
configured to if the number of the at least one piece of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement is more than M, select M pieces of the
searching request information, and return the information related with users
respectively corresponding to the selected M pieces of the searching request

information to the client, wherein M is an integer more than 1;

wherein the process of selecting the M pieces of the searching request
information follows one or all of the following principles: the M pieces of the
searching request information satisfying the requirement are selected if there are more
identical items between the personal basic information of users corresponding to the
M pieces of the searching request information satisfying the requirement and the
personal basic information of the user of the client; the M pieces of the searching
request information is selected if there are more identical items between the personal
basic information of users corresponding to the M pieces of the searching request
information satisfying the requirement and features of a historically successful friend

of the user of the client.

15. The server of claim 12 or 13, wherein the processing module is further
configured to delete a piece of searching request information that has been stored in

the server for a time period that is more than the first threshold.

16. A computer storage medium, storing instructions for a computer to execute

the method as claimed in any of claims 1-7.
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