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(57) Abstract: Some
Receive a communication at a communication module |~ 240 embodiments of the present
invention relate to an apparatus
for managing communications
within a distributed network.
250 According to some embodiments
of the invention, the apparatus
may include a communication
management module and a
synchronization module.  The
communication management
module may be operatively

Any
timeslots available
for transmitting the
communication?

Repeat the communication ,~260 coupled to a communication
module  belonging to  the

¢ distributed network. The
communication management

Switch to Iistening mode 270 module may be adapted to

allocate for a communication
within the network a commu-
nication frame comprised of
a predetermined number of
No timeslots. The communication
management module may
configure the communication
module coupled thereto to repeat
the communication at one or

. Y S . more of the timeslots of the frame
Switch the communication allocated for the communication.

module to standby mode 260 The synchronization module may

until the end of the frame be adapted to synchronize the
communication module with at
least one other communication
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communication
module repeated the
communication?
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module within the distributed network.



a conmmuni cation frame conprised of a predeterm ned
nunber of tineslots. The conmuni cati on nanagenent
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