Abstract A process for preparing surfactant al cohols and surfactant

al cohol ethers by derivatization of olefins having about PP0t000330s4aM bon
atons or of mxtures of such olefins and optional subsequent al koxyl ati on
i s described. As features, the process involves (a) subjecting a
Cerr]-olefin mxture with a 1-butenef®butene ratio of [err] 1.2 to a

net at hesis, (b) separating off olefins having 5 to 8 carbon atons fromthe
nmet at hesis m xture, (c) subjecting é&ﬁ separated-of f ol efins individually
or ina mxture to a dinmerization t ﬂ‘vg olefin m xtures having 10 to 16
carbon atons, (d) subjecting the resulting olefin mxture, optionally after
a fractionation, to derivatization to give a m xture of surfactant

al cohols and (e) optionally al koxylating the surfactant al cohols. The

ol ef i n m\xroeess Hint prepasing swrfapiandiloehdly end sfastamp aicebel eshdrs bin deovatationf

branched ogpopnent s .an ss,.than 10% b i ght of .compounds ich contain
o ooy BB RS aRaE 1938 20! cRbn optr HEbHhr o AP RIRAS i RfariEn g
sur f act agiibs@uept kol finSis desclib¥@ Asfehfundst Bietpiodeys visResi dation or

pol ygl ycosi dati on, sulfation or phosphati on.

{(a) subjecting a Cs-olefin mixture with a 1-butene/2-butene ratio of = 1.2 to a

metathesis,
10 (b) separating off olefins having 5 to 8 carbon atoms from the metathesis mixture,

(c) subjecting the separated-off olefins individually or in a mixture to a dimerization to

give olefin mixtures having 10 to 16 carbon atoms,

15 (d) subjecting the resulting olefin mixture, optionally after a fractionation, to

derivatization to give a mixture of surfactant alcohols and
(e) optionally alkoxylating the surfactant alcohols.

20 The olefin mixture obtained in the dimerization comprises a high content of branched

components and less than 10% by weight of compounds which contain a vinylidene group.

Also described is the use of surfactant alcohols and surfactant alcohol ethers to give
surfactans by glycosidation or polyglycosidation, sulfation or phosphation.
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