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WD 2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 Met hod and devi ce
for accepting electronic appliances 5 Description:
The invention relates to a nethod for accepting
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in the nenber states of the European Union, a need

has arisen for effective and wi de- spread systens for

t aldesgripen: el ect roni ¢ equi pment. The equi pnent

i nvol ved includes |arge househol d appliances as wel |

as smaller itens of electronic equip 20 nent such as
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a customer-friendly alternative, the equi pnent can
al so be picked up fromthe custoner. In the case of

smdfere the|badkdesy of Gotvaig éﬁﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁnt@ﬂﬁ‘w&@né’s@eﬂanﬂﬁétdﬁzrs of elec-
from personal |y dropping off the equi pnent. A known
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spread systems for taking back electronic equipment. The equipment involved
includes large household appliances as well as smaller items of electronic equip-
ment such as mobile telephones, laptops, video game consoles, sports equipment
with electronic components, small medical equipment, notebooks and electronic

organizers.

When it comes returning large equipment, it is practical to personally take the
equipment back to a manufacturer or to a collecting station. In a customer-friendly
alternative, the equipment can also be picked up from the customer. In the case of
smaller equipment, other methods can be used, aside from personally dropping off
the equipment. A known modality for returning mobile telephones is that the cus-
tomer puts them into an envelope that is readily available and that is then sent to
the seller/manufacturer of the mobile telephone or directly to a recovery company

free of charge for the customer. This is an inexpensive way for customers to prop-

-_—

LT

*G00002*



2 erly dispose of their nobile tel ephones. However, it
entails the effort of having to pick up an envel ope,
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branch office, 5 this is not a flexible method for him
since branch offices | ocated downtown are often
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subordinate Clains 2 to 18, The objective is also .

ac mogvéde?etary amount, a voucher and/or a transaction report is issued. The
20  device also comprises a sorting unit that transports the packaging to various sort-

ing stations within the device on the basis of this identification.

The objective of the invention is to propose a method and a device for accepting
electronic equipment from a customer in order to offer the customer as well as the

25  manufacturer the simplest possible return/acceptance modality.

According to the invention, this objective is achieved by a method having the
features of the independent Claim 1. Advantageous refinements of the method
ensue from the subordinate Claims 2 to 18. The objective is also achieved by a
30  device according to Claim 19. Advantageous embodiments of the device likewise

ensue from the subordinate Claims 20 to 30.



30 device according to Caim19. Advantageous

enbodi nents of the device |likew se ensue fromthe
subordinate Clains 20 to 30. CVO 2006/ 058601

PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 3 The method according to the
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acceptance device conprises sever al steps. The net hod
proposes that the equip- nent is recognized by neans

of a detector system connected to the device. Pref 5
erably, the electronic equipnment is placed into the
housi ng of the device so that it can be recognized.
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equipment in an optical recognition procedure and comparing it to images of
electronic equipment in a database.

20
In an especially preferred embodiment of the invention, in the device, the elec-
tronic equipment is inserted into shipping packaging that has an addressing means
onto which the recipient address is applied. Here, it can prove to be advantageous
to place several items of electronic equipment bearing the same associated recipi-

25  ent address into shared shipping packaging.

After an item of electronic equipment has been accepted, the device preferably
generates a transaction report and issues it via an issuing means. If the customer is
given a refund for returning an item of electronic equipment, the device has an
30  issuing means for this purpose that issues the monetary amount after accepting the

item of electronic equipment. The monetary amount can be issued as cash, as a



After an itemof electronic equi pnent has been

accepted, the device preferably generates a

transaction report and issues it via an issuing neans.
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20  of the parcel deposit box facility.

The detector system can comprise various means for recognizing an item of elec-
tronic equipment. For example, the detector system can have one or more scan-
ners for reading in a barcode or means for reading out an RFID transponder. Pref-
25  erably, the detector system also comprises optical means for acquiring an image of
the equipment and means for comparing a detected image of an item of equipment

to images of electronic equipment stored in the database.

In an especially preferred embodiment of the invention, the device comprises
30  means for placing an item of electronic equipment into shipping packaging. This

shipping packaging is preferably an envelope or a box. The device can also have



ners for reading in a barcode or nmeans for readi ng out

an RFID transponder. Pref 25 erably, the detector
system al so conprises optical neans for acquiring an
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of the device can be adapted to changing requirements. Due to the flexible asso-

20  ciation of recipient addresses, the device also allows direct shipment to various

manufacturers, recovery companies or intermediate stations.

Additional advantages, special features and practical refinements of the invention
can be gleaned from the subordinate claims and from the presentation below of

25  preferred embodiments, making reference to the drawing in Figure 1.

Figure 1 schematically shows an especially preferred embodiment of the device
according to the invention for accepting electronic equipment. The device pref-
erably consists of a housing 10 into which a customer can insert an item of elec-
30  tronic equipment 11 that is to be returned through an acceptance opening 20. The

acceptance opening can be configured, for example, as a flap or lock through



Addi ti onal advant ages, special features and practical
refinenents of the invention can be gleaned fromthe
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In order to protect the devices from environmental influences such as weather or

20  damage, they are configured so as to be weatherproof and/or damage-proof like
conventional vending machines or product-return machines. In an especially pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention, the device is connected to a device having a
different function or else integrated into it. For example, it has proven to be
advantageous to integrate the device into an electronic parcel deposit box facility.

25 Electronic parcel deposit box facilities are used especially in the postal sector and
they have one or more lockable storage compartments that are used to release mail

to customers who can pick up the mail at the parcel deposit box facility at a point

in time of their choosing. Since service personnel drive to such parcel deposit box
facilities in order to pick up or drop off mailpieces, electronic equipment that is

30  provided with a recipient address can likewise be picked up on these delivery

routes and forwarded to a postal transport and delivery process.
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vendi ng nmachi nes or product-return machines. In an
especially pre- ferred enbodi nent of the invention,
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different function or else intégrated into it. For

exanple, it has proven to be advantageous to

integrate the device into an electronic parcel deposit

box facility. 25 Electronic parcel deposit box
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the checking procedure comes up with a negative result.

Various technologies can be used to recognize an item of equipment. In the proc-
ess, these technologies can be used separately from each other or in parallel.
25  Which technology is used for recognizing an item of equipment can be specified
automatically or else on the basis of an entry by the customer. For example, the
customer can use the input means 12 to enter which type of equipment is being
returned, after which a suitable recognition method can be actuated. Moreover, the
customer can indicate which identification such as barcodes or an RFID trans-

30 ponder the equipment has so that the appropriate technology can be actuated for
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poskRFidtransppmider thah ihecadonw,infthe deteatoplsgstenn3Q. (3¢nerally known
instructi.ons are displayed on the itor for the
cu s(%ec\)' K& T reading Ogeetﬁ;grgp é‘}d%Eso“r?\%)fi “ﬁgg g‘ﬁdgﬁs SPHR g

1smechani snms place the item of equipnment into a certain

position in which the barcode can be detected. In 10
anot et femnsignrasored dr athpecqdg\asriranspondenis enalusgadoand at least the

DY ShE 0 BRI SNl rBEATISES p i rc

anodshethe mahdaitorpidealér ¢dnebd Byerthined direttly f@©M e barcode infor-
pnment. i s provided with an

el ectronic ﬁgu% [ RFI D o
t r FHaBYh e EIenizem; & databgseqtt The databage 49ceasy be Jasated inside the
2030 hdeR ' ) b/el§&9%Arate from it. For instance, it can be advantageous to use a
central database that is continuously updated with information about manufactur-

ers, possible equipment and recipient addresses.

With barcode and RFID identification, other information can be read out in addi-
25 tion to the dealer or manufacturer. For example, the detected information can
already have the recipient address stored in it to which the equipment is to be sent.
In this case, a computing means 50 can directly associate the address with the item
of equipment and the address is applied onto an addressing means 61 attached to
the equipment. If no recipient address is stored in the identification means of the

30  equipment, this can be ascertained from the database 40.



devi ces for reading out transponders can be used for

this purpose. 15 The information stored in a barcode

or transponder is evaluated and at |east the

manuf acturer or dealer that takes back the equi pnent

i s YMQ2M6{058408d. In this proc- ess, the PCT/EP2005/012007
manuf act ur er/ deal er can be asc%rtalned directly from

the barcode infor- mation or else from a database 40.

The dat abase 40 can be | ocated inside the 20 housing

10 1piphee l:i@lgﬁ%ﬂ? taELndt’ Ve dnr u{x: gﬂg&agfe?l% ﬁéa‘iloﬁ EfHeag? suitable

advant ageols to use a centra
Comhlyﬂuaiuaé@nodpdm bel emiptdyedi rﬁcbromnfa‘bngmtainomﬂthe 1tem of equipment.
ers, poss nent . and reci pi ent

ma act ur -
ad %é&@@?lwmcada?%awogda DGR H59d; iR high an dpags of the
I nfe@ﬁmén@ms @Rén RS EGRFared o infaREdE elegt'i_’oﬁlb egue El‘heﬁths%red in the

deal'er or manufacturer. For exanpl e,
5| nfdatalvasq 41}1 monmane@dyamndmd nere preersb bachdd&s)sal parame-

red 10N to whic qu s to he sent
¢ &S cugh ot ing. S Bf R avbBRC asifeib Yy SEBhsgrased set of
t hegcaddres §ddi't161|ihlt Fanhdt&@8) the fm&Qiied RNIm&Bf tHe'1m of equipment
address is fpp ied onto an addressing neans 61
(8]

at teagthedused fof e eqpupgsisemt If the Cﬁmpp@mnpsl@ms ta@tothesglag% of the

€ I at .t he
Ny T T ————
1040.didpDy2d 06/ tﬁS&ﬁﬁﬁsz’Ciﬁl Eilfb?%ﬁitﬂrllm%er SvHi¢h tHeecustomer can con-

equi nt does ot e an unanbi guous identification
;tlffg"n&@d‘?‘feé@l‘ e@g}pn}ﬁg{t ‘hods can be enpl oyed for
the recognition of the item of equi pnent. For
exanpl e, optical recognition nethods can be used in
vvhiMhreaMeli, @ gesimiplet hebocﬁthpn’éﬁte ingertanent candbe propateddfor the
es o ronlc e ored in the

o RS 28 er at e i F B O Ppd B i Festiepitoe of the item of

15pr %huﬁﬁhé?ﬁ( b@fjﬂi'tﬂdr Q&allt tPB¢ &iRrecte@ tSard Hiplt Aladsh §¥&h&Bévice and
e item which is ascertained by an integrated set

f fog thel information @beuti the Bipe pd eamipiment to behebtainad an gl basis of an

vol f can
ot et UiplbRE R e BHCHRA s O HERe loghelGp airecty
t heenter(fhie pgEipinebtypband/st diectlamidtbaufes lof @hdédi@prhéntaRd, if appli-

item of equippent, this_can be
rTl)le already the recipient address.

20
In an especially preferred embodiment of the invention, the equipment is placed
into shipping packaging 62 after the recognition step. In the case of smaller items
of equipment such as mobile telephones, electronic organizers, etc. this packaging
is preferably an envelope or a box. A recipient address 60 is associated with the

25  item of equipment and this address is applied onto an addressing means 61. This
can be, for instance, an address label that is applied onto the envelope. However,
the recipient address can also be printed directly onto the envelope. The recipient

address can be written onto the addressing means as plain text or as a barcode.

30 It can be advantageous for several items of equipment having the same recipient

address to be placed into shared shipping packaging and for the packaging to be



10 di splayed to the custoner on the nonitor 13, after

whi ch the custoner can con- firmthe ascertained type

of equi pment. Moreover, in a sinple enbodi nent of the
invention, it can be provided for the detector system
notWQ 800¢49881 speci al et hod for the recogniti ACTHEP204:012007
itemof 15 equipnent but rathHé for it to be

connected to an input nmeans 12 of the device and for

the information about the type of equi pnent to be

obt ai t ' n Y. usto 1

e Fo A28, Wi U NABLE aB ol Uk ebachliSed Y ghwte, T har

di requipment dadritig theesamguegipient addtpss iafitétadolletred in the device and
manuf act urer. of the equi pnent and, if appli-_cable

, If .
al reetupro itled veidh Hieesharedggripieat a%e{is:rﬁt dhe exets aradgfined period
Pr &ffGinie @o?fﬁ?@gﬂl@ﬁﬁi tlﬁfeélhgbzré??\éﬁpﬁé g(glegﬁe?gxrl g?ﬁéergﬁ&hainer and

is placed 1Int I ppl N agl ng

5r edhegnplacaiingt gpppihg patkagogs Anothes padsibalityiis enBnmediately collect
equj pnent such a bil.e.tel ephones, el ectrani )

or éfa eagpment g .S%e%ﬁssm%@@ gings thf ds éar%fisﬂc 3fith the shared

en\f@éiﬁil@ﬁt A dréssPBXordér fo8K5d HIET a&@ﬂﬂ' 88 $arB&t bSssible number of dif-
assoclated with the 25 item of equi pnen aﬁd this

addemsttypss ap glectanio requiparentidid thesdsiving wiglang s dinTinsions of the

can, be, .for instance, .an address |abe|l that is,applied. .

on s B e RiminRbE s, i00a P FileneRdF 5 onlf prsyieCBBrey Shivving

10al gackssing foitrecipitnt 8ddrese® tHad obh\R fRdtiehtPPand tfrovide collection
reci pient address can be witten onto the addressing

me£R8tainerp fofi thesee phetsas qlier tpas eb @auipmeny are ¢aeh placed into indi-

advigaiiag or several itens of equi pnent having the
same rec?ﬁ#g%%' address to be placed into shared

shi ppi ng packagi ng and for the packaging to be WO

2008/ 058601. PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 10 provided with the

sha oasa%t@glsqu t%ﬁ%"%%m sden i B Computing a}?ﬁvsego Fap be car-
15t haded QW eRyeRkibRAEAOr ReahPR, RAR Hee;s}bwd@&‘Rhﬁ%@ﬁﬁﬁ%qhﬁ)mem is

first collected i'n the device and ‘then provided wt

t heseshtartbe masufagtusen oratgdies d€ aamanuffectwadusss aaertain recovery com-
predef ine ose

period ., of tinme. r this pur t he .
e i e Bebendih et B o Sheiabis el oBAahsb Fipmen made
t heyy thisamesufadtufer hh BRIsBE, RACdamiply dirftf} Rethe recovery company.
possibility is to inmrediately coll ect
Moreover, a distinction can be made ‘according to the year of production or other
20  criteria if different recovery companies are used for different types of equipment.
The various recipient addresses are preferably stored in the database 40 and can be

associated with an item of equipment by the computing means 50.

Typically, the acceptance of an item of electronic equipment by the device is free
25  of charge. If this procedure involves costs for the customer, the device advanta-
geously has means with which a fee can be paid. This is, for example, a means for

the payment in the form of a cash sum or by using a card.

Moreover, it can be provided that, when a customer returns an item of equipment,
30  he also receives a monetary amount along with a transaction report. The monetary

amount pertaining to an item of equipment is preferably likewise stored in the



t he equi pment in shared shipping packaging that is
provided with the shared recipient address. In order

to be able to accept the | argest possible nunber of

dif- ferent types of electronic equipnent in the
deWe205BIY4t t he di nensions of the device HEISER2A0H/012007
too large, it can be advantageldus to only provide

shared shi ppi ng 10 packagi ng for recipient addresses

that occur frequently and to provide collection

Confa@ibA&Y 80 f Phe E‘r{lﬁx%ﬁiry %%ﬁﬁ@& fgdhﬁrthE (ﬁ?a%a&f ca?q\l/HrQ MH8lcan be
are each placed Into1n envel opes. The

as setairminedn fof exanple, easlqoﬁmntlomdﬂ Itl&SS'pSbe lequiphent, the age of the
co uting, means .50 can be car- 15 ried out very

p t b ceryin specdal Gampatgnsy,d %?I&&?ra@wwaoréb? fefyrg of an
eqqtea{rsmleétﬁom@amlpﬁlenttdaﬁ bRBEMERGLLERIMAE, i8R Glne orrh%rﬁlgr as in

manuf acturer uses a certain recovery com pany
5r etretum sysitws foebevernge oansehmi:ﬁ)ptms,cumqgucpsient voudters. In one

e ARRREM s el 4 BT ap| et 7o up g, effount of

a @Qustohfeet i on can be made according to the year of
production or other 20 criteria if different recovery
compani es are used for different types of equipnent

;rh %qu;ag8#§ Ssal%ﬁ&toﬁﬂgrlgﬁeﬁﬁgn alE gaI‘PB ed \MathOUS f%l' ?he device

ase can be dssoOcl a

100f tedhel gommetted o tahmanwliaptutdr nghase ademipnent Ty racde@tddyat thB&levice.
tanc% of . an |ten1of el ectroni ¢ equi pnent by the
deviite cpis b efctugisd gty At qumeﬁtmrstopﬁhs&wf@turer or with an

| NMRAY&ES cEMtfdcfioh Ofa 4 &ﬁtr\%\mﬂg&?n&h&ng? ilﬁl?lslacg &l’ to several

geously has neans w t ee can e pa
i s, minnfactwrgng | The taantrahm@nﬁmtratibhemita’mmffem uhetaldearftmgemhat the
sh sum or u3|§§ a card. Mreover, it can, be
t

O PR el e iR B, Bt B it AR b Bdminis-

15equkfetd®rRhtrally3 A hieindludes, TSl ayifple, ahdRPEH AL Yo f MDPESbase 40 or the
along with a transaction report. The nonetary anount

peratcmlmtwg qf anefietary amopntsdspyeed aethe desicpr Bfagnamifacturer refunds a

perPERB R S Subr 15 SR80 o Hine ap s csstinpi cavie-

st anerd, ard ifhieis datoabeis pabsut (@ ke @Rtbnierin B@vance by the operator of
det i ned,  for exanple as a_function of the type of
eql}ﬁf) Yiee tb%thgg;gn@@ adgpinistration system settles the account for this pay-

20  ment with the manufacturer. The settlement of accounts for the performance can
also entail the refund of a fee for the transportation of the equipment to the manu-
facturer or to a recovery company. If no monetary amount is issued to the cus-
tomer but rather if this amount is credited to a customer’s account, the credit is
preferably likewise processed with the manufacturer via the central administration

25  unit. For example, when the customer purchases a mobile telephone, he can

receive a credit towards the purchase price by returning a phone.

The central administration unit can also be used to transmit data to a manufacturer
about equipment that has been accepted by a device. For instance, the number
30  and/or the types of accepted equipment can be recorded and stored. This and other

information can be transmitted to the manufacturer, for example, electronically as



equi pnment or certain special canpaigns. A nonetary

anount for the return of an itemof electronic

equi pnent can be issued, for exanple, in the sane

manner as in 5 return systens for beverage cans and
botWPae06/038¢0hg cash or vouchers. In one enbodtGEAER2005012007
the invention, the nonetary anlunt is credited to the
account of a custonmer. For various enbodi nents of the
invention, it can be advantageous for the device 10

P f
L0 RS PIERLRE i melBO LeRER BROLHSHA TR v o

a Giquipeiencdoeivhi ofthedetide imgudstiagtass.er or with an
i ndi rect connection via a central adm nistration unit

70 that is connected to several manufacturers. The
central admnistration unit 70 offers the advantage
that the procedures at several devices for accepting
el ectroni c equi pnent can be admnis 15 tered
centrally. This includes, for exanple, the updating of
t he dat abase 40 or the accounting of nonetary anounts
i ssued at the device. If a manufacturer refunds a
certain nonetary anount to a custoner for returning an
item of electronic equip- nment, and if this amount is
paid out to the custoner in advance by the operator of
the device, then the central adm nistration system
settles the account for this pay 20 nent with the
manuf acturer. The settlenment of accounts for the
performance can also entail the refund of a fee for
the transportation of the equi pment to the nanu-
facturer or to a recovery conpany. |If no nonetary
amount is issued to the cus- tonmer but rather if this
anmount is credited to a custoner's account, the credit
is preferably Iikew se processed with the

manuf acturer via the central adm nistration 25 unit.
For exanple, when the custonmer purchases a nobile

t el ephone, he can receive a credit towards the
purchase price by returning a phone. The centra

adm ni stration unit can also be used to transmt data
to a manufacturer about equi pnment that has been
accepted by a device. For instance, the nunber 30
and/ or the types of accepted equi pnent can be recorded
and stored. This and ot her information can be
transmtted to the manufacturer, for exanple,

el ectronically as
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10

15

WD 2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 12 a file, so that
the manufacturer is infornmed about accepted equi pnent,
types of equi pnent, |ocations of the device in
question, etc. W) 2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/012007 13
Li SYO@P06f0586 ence numeral s 10 accept ance devi RGT/EP2005/012007
housing 11 el ectronic equi pnent3, nobile tel ephone 5
12 input neans, keyboard 13 di splay nmeans, nonitor 14
i ssuing means for transaction report 20 acceptance
OPqnking SRSt Rkgfusystem 10 40 database 50
conputi ng neans 8 eci pi ent address 61 addressing
nmeans, |abel 62 shipping packaging 15 70 central
adr]ioni stration unit WO 2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007
14 '*C AerPtance deKicefiodsingr accept i ng el ectronic
ORIk eqilpr b AEORRL ROl e, B
characterized by the follow ng steps: the equi pment
(112 i snpwooepms.degbiardneans of a detector system (30)
con- nedct ?d to the device;

3 1splay means, momtor

14  issuing means for transaction report

20  acceptance opening

30 detector system

40 database

50 computing means

60 recipient address

61 addressing means, label

62  shipping packaging

70  central administration unit
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a conmputer (50) associates the equipnent (11) with a

reci pient address (60) ; 10 the associated recipient
address (60) is applied onto an addressing means (61)
attached to the equipnent (11); the equi pnent g i S

r enBQ 2806058 t he device and transported to theCIE 20057012007
reci pi ent address (60). 15 2. tfhe nmethod according to
Caim1l, characterized in that the electronic

equi pnent (11) is placed into the housing (10) of the
devggns SO that it can be recognized. 20 3. The net hod
according to one or both of Clains | and 2,

characterized in that the device is integrated into an

el ectronic parcel deposit box facility having one or

nore | ockabl e storage conpartnents and the el ectronic

eqyi, pn"@(‘}netl(ohlf)or h&:eﬁhﬁ’%@l@ctkdﬂn@eé\nﬁﬁl@ﬁﬁgﬂ saHRes fﬂﬁ@& dev1ce
of the parcel deposit facility 4. The

accor dichgradexized by gye folbwirggsteps:zed i n that t he

recipi gnt, addr.ess the el ectronic equ

hosoui ar b SeRmend11LESr el et R sanent £ 05atte! Sleat 30) con-
met hod aGeefedit®theldeviRee or nore of Clalns 1to 4, W

2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 15 <characterized in

that tHe ar@d@@lﬁplt {390 apgociates @ cgpipgrng (BQuvithnarrecipieny address

is carri dP in the detector system (30) by
opticall3 etecting a barcode | ocated on the

10equi prrentthe associated recipient address (60) is applied onto an addressing means

15

20

25

30

(61) attached to the equipment (11);
» the equipment (11) is removed from the device and transported to the

recipient address (60).

2. The method according to Claim 1,
characterized in that
the electronic equipment (11) is placed into the housing (10) of the device

so that it can be recognized.

3.  The method according to one or both of Claims 1 and 2,
characterized in that
the device is integrated into an electronic parcel deposit box facility having
one or more lockable storage compartments and the electronic equipment

(11) is placed into a storage compartment of the parcel deposit box facility.

4.  The method according to Claim 3,
characterized in that

the recipient address of the electronic equipment (11) is associated with the

storage compartment.

5. The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 4,
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30

5 6. The method according to one or nore of Clains 1

to 5, characterized in that the recognition of the

el ectronic equipnent (11) is carried out in the

detector system (30) by reading out an RFID

t r aHNQBBYNEBOO ocat ed on or in the equi p- ment. PKI/ER2005/012007
The met hod according to one orlnore of Clains | to 6,
characterized in that the recognition of the

el ectronic equi pnent (11) is carried out in the

det ect %arf’éﬁ?@f@i‘%ﬁ)ﬂt by eval uating a manual input by

a custoner. e nethod according to one or nore

of C aithsretopmitidn of thealatioaid etatbrnéht {Ntis ¢drtted out in the detector
recognition %f the el ectronic equipnent (11) is

carri edYd6® CR breptrally detseting g bakadg lnggtedon ferrapipmeng

an i mage of the equi pnent and by conparing it to 20

i mges of electronic equipnent in a database (40). 9.

Theb. metHednetbod ncliondjng & omeoranorenrfclaifnsdl taisps 1 to 8,
characterized.in that the recipient address (60) is

stored S r%\“ﬂ'élf%‘é‘stgaf 40) and associated with an 25

equi pnepé ré@gﬁ&fiaﬁ b tRIel R R eqiigrier® (1 YREcAied out in the detector
equi pnrent. 10. The nethod according to one or nore of

C ai ms system G0) by eadingt @itiandtF IDntrarsgonder hodated ashenriindhe equip-
t he el &ﬁonic equi pnent (11) is inserted into
shi ppi ng pack- 30 aging (62) that has an addressing
nmeans (61) onto which the recipient address (60) is
appl i ed.. WD 2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 16
7. The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 6,
characterized in that
the recognition of the electronic equipment (11) is carried out in the detector

system (30) by evaluating a manual input by a customer.

8.  The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 7,
characterized in that
the recognition of the electronic equipment (11) is carried out in the detector
system (30) by generating an image of the equipment and by comparing it to

images of electronic equipment in a database (40).

9.  The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 8,
characterized in that
the recipient address (60) is stored in a database (40) and associated with an

equipment manufacturer and/or with a type of equipment.

10. The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 9,
characterized in that,
in the device, the electronic equipment (11) is inserted into shipping pack-
aging (62) that has an addressing means (61) onto which the recipient
address (60) is applied.



11. The method according to Caim 10, characterized

in that several itens of electronic equipnment (11)

beari ng the sane associated 5 recipient address (60)

are collected in the device and are provided with the
sha¥@d'1dese9? ent address. 12. The method accor@iTHP20e5012007
Claim 11, characterized in th& 10 several items of

el ectroni c equi pnent (11) bearing the sanme associ at ed

reci pient address (60) are collected in a container
and are placed into shared shipping packaging (62)
13. The nmethod according to Cains 3 and 11,

chdiactleiraetiod accohting td €imaD, el ect roni ¢ eqU|pnent
(11) be ring the sage{associated reci pient address

(60) ar*

ARFAerEE it

he sane conpartnent of an

el ectr Qpi&GalPaE®S! of Q@&Rﬁh& eﬁﬁi?lﬁéi\?'(ll )t)sedrnl Oth ghéaﬁn:t g&%ciated

device is int egr at ed

he rret

5one or respienbaddokssi(fe) a_retcollic;g:d irc t’mrctwtoe ralnd eade pmvtdedtwith the

t he dev
accept|

es a nonetary anmount after

aeg%eql ‘Sﬂﬁ%@f%fec- troni ¢ equi pnent (11). 25

15. The method according to Caim 14, characterized
in that the nonetary anount is issued as cash, as a
voueherThsrmethodagopeding ta ©laithd 1, account of a cust oner.

30 16. CII;% d}llpen ltnhﬁcpr ding to daim15,

characterize

CVO 2006/ 058601

10PCT/ EP260&AD #t2te 7of dléctronic equipment (11) bearing the same associated

15

20

25

30

13.

14.

15.

16.

recipient address (60) are collected in a container and are placed into shared

shipping packaging (62).

The method according to Claims 3 and 11,

characterized in that

items of electronic equipment (11) bearing the same associated recipient
address (60) are placed into the same compartment of an electronic parcel

deposit box facility into which the device is integrated.

The method according to one or more of Claims 1 to 13,
characterized in that
the device (10) issues a monetary amount after accepting an item of elec-

tronic equipment (11).

The method according to Claim 14,
characterized in that
the monetary amount is issued as cash, as a voucher or as a credit to the

account of a customer,

The method according to Claim 15,

characterized in that



the credit of the nonetary anount to the account of a
custoner is preferably carried out by a central

adm nistration unit (70) connected to the device. 17.

The nmet hod according to one or nore of Clains 1 to 16,

5 cKAPH0&340%ed in that after an item of el ecthCIHiR2005/012007
equi pnent (11) has been acceptldd, the device (10)
generates a transaction report and issues it via an

i ssuing nmeans (14). 18. The method according to one or

nor e ofh (. _EBF ghetrﬁorqezarg r?e%ﬁ%u%? f;_(g?fé.ta@&;u%?g%z% Fhesﬁcnﬁ'ér il Bf‘eferably

item of electronic equi iIs a no

t el ephearied dl® by A cdrtval admfinistratcmeptii (76) ednaedtedtoi the device.
equi pnent, characterized by the follow ng features:

15 a housing (10) wth an acceptance opening (20) ,

VWQW.ebYFHehﬁetHG&E&bﬁﬁﬁ$m &%}irﬂ&e(o%@l?ihﬁ 198ng@ected to a

detector system (30) that has nmeans for recogni zing
5t he equhpnanterizetlin that dat abase (40) and conputi ng

0 ted ta the detect -t 3 i n,
or oy hehat SR sREb Sciefieenians babRBas b s device (10)
assocCi gleflerad altPBsdcloh Pt arddSdiRs & Wi dhisbiife AUAsYTEN
(11), neans for applying the recipient address (60)

onto an addressing neans (60) attached to the

equigpMeffe fhdiidd %&gﬁdi@{}tﬁg ox%%?%ﬁﬂhﬂq thq7d aim 19,

25 characterize evi ce has an 1 hput neans

10(12) sahahadtedzedsiarthaen enter information, a display
nmeans 3) for. displaying information to a user and/or

o 1 ssdMaliem pEafeet PR FanBmenL U s morHeiaberon

report. 30 21. The device according to one or both of

Clainms 19 and 20, characterized in that WO

2006/ 05'8deviceOT/AERPO0S £RBERONE equipment,

characterized by the following features:

15 * ahousing (10) with an acceptance opening (20) , whereby the acceptance
opening (20) is connected to a detector system (30) that has means for
recognizing the equipment (11),

* a database (40) and computing means (50) connected to the detector sys-
tem (30) in order to determine a recipient address (60) and to associate

20 the recipient address with the equipment (11),

* means for applying the recipient address (60) onto an addressing means

(60) attached to the equipment (11).

20. The device according to Claim 19,

25 characterized in that

the device has an input means (12) so that a user can enter information, a
display means (13) for displaying information to a user and/or an issuing

means (14) for issuing a transaction report.

30 21. The device according to one or both of Claims 19 and 20,

characterized in that
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18 the device is integrated into an el ectronic parcel
deposit box facility having one or nore | ockable

storage conpartnents and the acceptance opening (20)

is formed by a storage conpartnent of the parcel
de|3159i2906@8§g‘/’¥ acility. 5 22. The device accor dif¢J/k3005/012007
one or nore of Claims 19 to 218 characterized in that

the detector system (30) conprises one or nore

scanners for reading in a barcode. 10 23. The device
accord'tﬁ@dé@c@ﬁ%n&%ra‘f@ff?t@g SeirGEic parckrd sjgbox facility having
characterized 1 n that the detector system )

conpr i ®as onewnsldckable stadigegoopartarenREhDther mneptarpe ngening (20)
15 24. .The dﬁ ice according to ort]eiﬁor re of Clgz{gs

19 to S3formef by A ErRoeRmRPRITLO! eorssl dnost by Gl

(30) conprises optical nmeans for acquiring an i mage of

the equi prent (11) and nmeans for conparing a detected

i mége dihealevice epeasding ¢o onpoemore of Clamyeld tof2lel ect roni ¢

equi pnent stor.e% | g&htge dat abase (40). 20 25. The

devi ce BREEFEHY Pd"8he or nmore of dains 19 to 24,

char actike¢ deetot Bystétat(30Eolpiics oreRhb&eanRA forf RAding in a
pl acing an item of electronic equipnment (11) into

shi ppi %@fﬁﬁ’éékagi ng (62). 25 26. The device according

to one or nore of Clains 19 to 25, <characterized in

that the device conprises neans for collecting several

10i t @35 dfhealeeitknoeirdingee vhoembrd dflJlalnesard to@2t he sane

15

20

25

30

associ ated reci pj ent address (60).
ciilaracterize% in tLat (60)

the detector system (30) comprises means for reading out an RFID trans-

ponder.

24. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 23,
characterized in that
the detector system (30) comprises optical means for acquiring an image of
the equipment (11) and means for comparing a detected image of an item of

equipment to images of electronic equipment stored in the database (40).

25. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 24,
characterized in that
the device comprises means for placing an item of electronic equipment (11)

into shipping packaging (62).

26. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 25,
characterized in that
the device comprises means for collecting several items of electronic

equipment (11) bearing the same associated recipient address (60).

27. The device according to Claim 26,
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15

30 27. The device according to Caim26, W

2006/ 058601 PCT/ EP2005/ 012007 19 characterized in

that the device conprises neans for collecting the

itens _of electronic equipnent (11) in a contai ner and

f orVBRYE(%A% hem i nto shared shi ppi ng packagi F§T/ER3995/012007
5 28. The device according to §ne or nore of dains 19

to 27, characterized in that the shipping packagi ng

(62) is an envel ope or a box. 10 29. The device

accor dich9rdRer3fta iafthgpre of Cainms 19 to 28,

characterized in that the device has neans for issuing

a nonetthe devagreomaprised meahe fadevlledtingdboitenngf ¢lectoméc equipment

v ce (5 LR raBtins? 50 ufor e ki ip Shrist ikl packaing
(70). (62).

28. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 27,
characterized in that

the shipping packaging (62) is an envelope or a box.

29. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 28,
characterized in that

the device has means for issuing a monetary amount.

30. The device according to one or more of Claims 19 to 29,
characterized in that

the device is connected to a central administration unit (70).



