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CLAIMS

1. A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive drum;

(i1) a developing roller configured and positioned (a) to
develop an eleNrostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive drum,
and (b) to be rot¥able about an axis thereof; _

iii) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial
end of said developiNg roller, said coupling member including:

(iiN) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of said developing ro{er;

iii-ii) 3g intermediary portion configured and positioned
(2) to engage with said driveMportion, and (b) to be movable relative to said
driven portion in a direction cr&sing the axis of said developing roller while
maintaining engagement with saiqdriven portion; and

receive a driving force for rotating saN developing roller, (b) to engage with
said intermediary portion, and (c) to be¥Ygovable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of \gid developing roller, which is
different from the direction of the movemer of said intermediary portion,
while maintaining engagement with said interNgediary portion; and

(iv) a retaining portion conigured and positioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position Wgat is deviated from the
axis of said developing roller in a direction crossing¥ge axis of said
developing roller.

2. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherd¥g said retaining

portion includes:

a holding portion configured and positiorRd (2) to
rotatably hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable togeth¥ with said
driving portion relative to said developing roller in a direction croNng the

axis of said developing roller;
' an urging portion configured and positioned to ur¥g

said driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said developing rfqer,

through said holding portion; and
a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop

said holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.

3. A cartridge according to Claim 2, wherein said stopping
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rtion is disposed at a position such that the axis of said driving portion is
deWated from the axis of said developing roller in a direction crossing the
axis {{ said developing roller.

4. A carfridge according to Claim 3, further comprising a
ing portion configured and positioned to rotatably support said
drum,

wherein said stopping pomon is provided on said drum

idge according to Claim 3 or 4, wherein, when said
s the electrostatic latent image on said

is of said driving portion and the axis of said
tially aligned with each other.

developing roller deve
photosensitive drum, the
developing roller are subs

cording to Claim 2, further comprising a
sitioned to guide 2 movement of said
g the axis of said developing roller.

6. A cartridge
guiding portion configured and
holding portion in a direction cros

7. A cartridge accordin\to Claim 2, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion withoholding said intermediary portion
and said driven portion.

8. A cartridge according to Clala 2, wherein said urging

portion is elastically deformable.
is a spring.

portion 1ncludes an hole configured and positioned to retain 3id driving
portion in the position.

11. A cartridge according to Claim 10, further compNgi
frame configured and positioned to rotatably support said photosensiNye
drum,

wherein said hole is formed in said frame.

12. A cartridge according to Claim I, wherein said coupling
member is an Oldham coupling,.
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13. A cartridge according to Claim 1, further comprising a
drug coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of said
photo¥gnsitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotating said
photoseysitive drum.

4. A cartridge according to Claim 1, wherein said
photosensitividrum is unified together, into a first frame, with (a) a charging
member confighged and positioned to electrically charge said photosensitive
drum, and (b) a céganing member configured and positioned to clean said
photosensitive dru

whein said developing roller is unified together, info a
second frame, with a d\yeloper container configured and positioned to

contain the developer, at
wherein Nid first frame and said second frame are

connected so as to be rotatatRe relative to each other.

15. A process cariNdge comprising:

(i) a photosen¥¢ive drum;

(i1) a developindyoller configured and positioned (a) to
develop an electrostatic latent image fymed on said photosensitive drum, (b)
1o be movable relative to said photosens{ive drum so as to be in and out of
contact with said photosensitive drum, an&(c) to be rotatable about an axis
thereof; - ;

(i) a coupling member phgvided adjacent to one axial
end of said developing roller, said coupling meWgber including:

(iii-i) a driven portion provid&d adjacent to the one axial
end of said developing roller; :

(ifi-it) an intermediary portion coffigured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be mdgable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said deMgloping roller,
while maintaining engagement with said driven portion; a

(1ii-iii) a driving portion configured and Wpsitioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating said developing roller, (b) {\engage with
said intermediary portion, and (c) to be movable relative to said Ngtermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller, w\jch is
different from the direction of the movement of said intermediary pOgion,
while maintaining engagement with said intermediary portion; and

(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position that is deviated from the



63

Xis of said developing roller in a direction crossing the axis of said
dedeloping roller when said developing roller is out of contact with said
photdgensitive drum.

16. A cartridge according to Claim 15, wherein said retaining
portion incldes:
. A holding portion configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably hold ¥id driving portion, and (b) to be movable together with said
driving portion réfative to said developing roller in a direction crossing the
axis of said develoNng roller;
an I\ging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion in a dirdgtion crossing the axis of said developing roller
through said holding po
a stopping\portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged By said urging portion.

ding to Claim 16, wherein said stopping
that when said developing roller is out
a distance between the axis of said
sensitive drum, in a direction

is shorter than a distance between
¢ of said photosensitive drum, in
roller.

17. A cartridge acc¥
portion is disposed at a position su
of contact with said photosensitive dr}
driving portion and an axis of said photd
crossing the axis of said developing rolle
the axis of said developing roller and the 2
a direction crossing the axis of said developi

18. A cartridge according to Claim Y7, further comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned ¥ rotatably support said
photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is providgd on said drum
supporting portion.

19. A cartridge according to Claim 17 or 18, wiR
said developing roller develops the electrostatic latent image on%a
photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion and the axis & said
developing roller are substantially aligned with each other.

20. A cartridge according to Claim 16, further comprising¥§
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a movement of said
holding portion in a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller.

21. A cartridge according to Claim 16, wherein said holding
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Yportion holds said driving portion without holding said intermediary portion
d said driven portion.

22. A cartridge according to Claim 16, wherein said urging
portionNs elastically deformable.

\23. A cartridge according to Claim 16, wherein said urging
portion is a gring.

24, \A cartridge according to Claim 15, wherein said retaining
portion includes aWhole configured and positioned to retain said driving
portion so that the a¥s of said driving portion is deviated from the axis of
said developing rollerNn a direction crossing the axis of said developing .
roller, when said develoNing roller is out of contact with said photosensitive
drum.

25. A cartridgeXgcording to Claim 24, further comprising a
frame configured and positione§o rotatably support said photosensitive

drum,

wherein said INJe is formed in said frame.

26. A cartridge accordingdyo Claim 15, wherein said coupling
member is an Oldham coupling,

27. A cartridge according to
drum coupling member, provided adjacent fo o
photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force
photosensitive drum.

im 15, further comprising a
axial end of said
rotating said

drum, and (b) a cleaning member configured and positione
photosensitive drum,
wherein said developing roller is unified togeth
second frame, with a developer container configured and positione¥to
contain the developer, and _
wherein said first frame and said second frame are
connected so as to be rotatable relative to each other.
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29. A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive drum;

(ii} a developing roller configured and positioned (a) to
e relative to said photosensitive drum between a contact position
Neveloping roller is in contact with said photosensitive drum to
develop an eldgrostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive drum,
and a spaced poN¢ion where said developing roller is spaced away from said
photosensitive drulg, and (b) to be rotatable about an axis thereof;
i) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial
end of said developing¥pller, said coupling member including:

(iii-i)\g driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial

end of said developing rollég

-----

iii-ii) an Wtermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven pMtion, and (b) to be movable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction cross¥gg the axis of said developing roller,
while maintaining engagement with ¥gid driven portion; and
(iii-iii) a driving pO¢gion configured and positioned (a) to

be movall
where said

30. A cartridge according to Claim 29, wherein s¥d retaining

portion includes:

A holding portion configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together witl
driving portion relative to said developing roller in a direction crossing thg
axis of said developing roller;

an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller,
through said holding portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.

31. A cartridge according to Claim 30, wherein said stopping
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éortion is disposed at a position such that when said developing roller is in
th§\spaced position a distance between the axis of said driving portion and an
axisQf said photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the axis of said
develdging roller, is shorter than a distance between the axis of said

A cartridge according to Claim 30, further comprising a
drum supportinggortion configured and positioned to rotatably support said

photosensitive drud
whein said stopping portion is provided on said drum

supporting portion.

said developing roller is in thicontact position, the axis of said driving
portion and the axis of said deWjoping roller are substantially aligned with
each other.

34. A cartridge accordi\g to Claim 30, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positiolgd to guide a movement of said
holding portion in a direction crossing thdaxis of said developing roller.

35. A cartridge according to CI\um 30, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holdiNg said intermediary portion
and said driven portion. »

36. A cartridge according to Claim 30, Rherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.
37. A cartridge according to Claim 30, whereNy said urging
portion is a spring.

38. A cartridge according to Claim 29, wherein saidy
portion includes an hole configured and positioned to retain said dnW
portion so that the axis of said driving portion is deviated from the axi\of
said developing roller, in a direction crossing the axis of said developin
roller, when said developing roller is in the spaced position.

39. A cartridge according to Claim 38, further comprising a
frame configured and positioned to rotatably support said photosensitive
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unm,
wherein said hole is formed in said frame.

40. A cartridge according to Claim 29, wherein said coupling
member¥g an Oldham coupling.

A cartridge according to Claim 29, further comprising a
ember provided adjacent to one axial end of said
photosen51t1ve m to receive a driving force for rotating said

photosensitive

42. A cNridge according to Claim 29, wherein said
photosensitive drum is uNified together, into a first frame, with a charging
member configured and pditioned to electrically charge said photosensitive
drum and a cleaning membeNgonfigured and positioned to clean said

photosensitive drum,
wherein said elopmg roller is unified together, into a
second frame, with a developer coNjainer configured and positioned to
contain the developer, and
wherein said first frale and said second frame are
connccted so as to be rotatable relative t§each other.

43. A process cartridge comp®Nging:

(i) a photosensitive drum;

(i1) a first frame configured-?
support said photosensitive drum;

(iii) a developing roller conﬁgu and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said pAgtosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured and '
rotatably support said developing roller, and (b) to be co
frame so as to be rotatable relative to said first frame about

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent
end of said second frame, said coupling member including:

(v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the
end of said second frame

d positioned to rotatably

driven portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame, while
maintaining engagement with said driven portion; and
(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
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ceive a driving force for rotating said developing roller, (b) to engage with
intermediary portion, and (c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portRn in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame, which is
differdyt from the direction of the movement of said intermediary portion,
while m¥ntaining engagement with said intermediary portion; and

(vi) a retaining portion configured and positioned to
retain an axi\of said driving portion in a position that is deviated from an
axis of said drlen portion in a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame.

44, A
portion includes:

idge according to Claim 43, wherein said retaining

A hold¥gg portion configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably hold said driving¥gortion, and (b) to be movable together with said
driving portion relative to sa¥d driven portion in a direction crossing the axis
of said second frame;

an urging portiég configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction cros\ng the axis of said second frame, through
said holding portion; and

_. a stopping portion coyfigured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by said urggg portion.

im 44, wherein said stopping
is of said driving portion is
irection crossing the axis

45. A cartridge according to
portion is disposed at a position such that the
deviated from the axis of said driven portion in
of said second frame.

46. A cartridge according to Claim 45, er comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to ro¥gtably support said

photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provid€d on said drum

supporting portion.
47. A cartridge according to Clajm 45 or 46, wherei\, when
said developing roller develops the electrostatic latent image on sai
photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion and the axis of sa
developing roller are substantially aligned with each other.

48. A cartridge according fo Claim 44, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a movement of said
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ding portion in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame.

49. A carindge according to Claim 44, wherein said holding
portionNgolds said driving portion without holding said intermediary portion
and said &jiven portion.

A cartridge according to Claim 44, wherein said urging

is a spring.

52. A cartriNge according to Claim 43, wherein said retaining
portion includes an hole cotNjgured and positioned to retain said driving
portion in the position.

53. A cartridge accyding to Claim 52, wherein said hole is

formed in said first frame.

54. A cartridge according¥p Claim 43, wherein said coupling
member is an Oldham coupling.

55. A cartridge according to Cldg 43, further comprising a
drum coupling member (provided adjacent to on\axial end of said
photosensitive drum to receive a driving force for Wtating said
photosensitive drum. '

56. A cartridge according to Claim 43, w
photosensitive drum is unified together, into said first with (a) a
charging member configured and positioned to electrically cNgrge said
photosensitive drum, and (b) a cleaning member configured a
to clean said photosensitive drum, and '

wherein said developing roller is unified togetherNnto said
second frame, with a developer container configured and positioned
contain the developer.

57. A process cartridge comprising:
(1) a photosensitive drum;
(ii) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive drum;
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(iii} a developing roller configured and positioned to
deveyp an electrostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably Nupport said developing roller, (b) to be connected to said first
frame, and ) to be rotatable relative to said first frame about an axis thereof
so that said de\eloping roller is in and out of contact with said photosensitive
drum;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial
end of said second f'wne, said coupling member including:

(v-\, a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of said second frame)

(v-ii) aNintermediary portion configured and positioned
(2) to engage with said driverNportion, and (b) to be movable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction crdgsing the axis of said second frame, while
maintaining engagement with said\driven portion; and

(v-i1) a driving Nortion configured and positioned (2) to
receive a driving force for rotating said\developing roller, (b) to engage with
said intermediary portion, and (c) to be é\ovable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of sNd second frame, which is
different from the direction of the movement\{ said intermediary portion,
while maintaining engagement with said intern®diary portion; and

(iv) a retaining portion config\red and positioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position il is deviated from an
axis of said driven portion, in a direction crossing the Wis of said second
frame, when said developing roller is out of contact witt\gaid photosensitive
drum.

58. A cartridge according to Claim 57, wherein Xid retaining

pottion includes: '

a holding portion configured and positioned (a) ™
rotatably hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together wi¥s said
driving portion relative fo said driven portion in a direction crossing theNgxis
of said second frame;

an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame, through
said holding portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.

59. A cartridge according to Claim 58, wherein said stopping
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ortion is disposed at a position such that when said developing roller is out
contact with said photosensitive drum a distance between the axis of said
dring portion and an axis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction
cros\ng the axis of said second frame, is shorter than a distance between the
axis oNsaid developing roller and the axis of said photosensitive drum, ina
directioNcrossing the axis of said second frame.

00. A cartridge according to Claim 59, further comprising a

g portion configured and positioned to rotatably support said
m,

vherein said stopping portion is provided on said drum

drum suppo
photosensitive

supporting portion.
idge according to Claim 59 or 60, wherein, when

the contact position, the axis of said driving
eveloping roller are substantially aligned with

61. Ac
said developing roller is
portion and the axis of sai
each other.

62. A cartridge adgording to Claim 58, further comprising a
_guiding portion configured and pgitioned to guide a movement of said
holding portion in a direction crossig the axis of said second frame.

63. A cartridge accordindo Claim 58, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion withou\holding said intermediary portion
and said driven portion. ' '

64. A cartridge according to Claln 58, wherein said urging

portion is elastically deformable.

65. A cartridge according to Claim 58\wherein said urging
portion is a spring.

66. A cartridge according to Claim 57, wh
portion includes an hole configured and positioned to retai
portion so that when said developing roller is out of contact ¥\
photosensitive drum the axis of said driving portion is deviate

in said retaining

67. A cartridge according to Claim 66, wherein said h
formed in said first frame.
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68. A cartridge according to Claim 57, wherein said coupling
membd is an Oldham coupling.

69. A cartridge according to Claim 57, further comprising a
drum couplit)y member, provided adjacent fo one axial end of said
photosensitive Ngum, to receive a driving force for rotating said
photosensitive dr

70. A cN\ridge according to Claim 57, wherein said
photosensitive drum is Wyified together, into said first frame, with (a) a
charging member configuld and positioned to electrically charge said
photosensitive drum, and (b\a cleaning member configured and positioned
to clean said photosensitive driyn, and

wherein said ddyeloping roller is unified together, into said
second frame, with a developer coMainer configured and positioned to
contain the developer.

71. - A process cartridge co rising:

(1) a photosensitive druly

(ii) a first frame configurdy and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive drum;

(iii) a developing rollerconfighged and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said\photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured an§positioned (a) to
rotatably support said developing roller, and (b) to be cOfnected to said first
frame so as to be rotatable relative to said first frame, aboian axis thereof,
between a contact position where said developing roller is in\gontact with
said photosensitive drum, and a spaced position where said deWloping roller
is spaced away from said photosensitive drum;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to onWaxial
end of said second frame, said coupling member including:

(v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one Xgal
end of said second frame;

(v-ii} an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b} to be movable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame, while
maintaining engagement with said driven portion; and

(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
recelve a driving force for rotating said developing roller, (b) to engage with
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id intermediary portion, and (c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
ion in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame, which is
diffdyent from the direction of the movement of said intermediary portion,
while Waintaining engagement with said intermediary portion; and

(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position that is deviated from an
axis of said ¥given portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame, when s\d developing roller is in the spaced position.

72.
portion includes:

cartridge according to Claim 71, wherein said retaining

Ah
rotatably hold said drivi
driving portion relative to
of said second frame;

an urging polion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction ci\gsing the axis of said second frame, through
said holding portion; and

a stopping portion§onfigured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by said iNging portion.

ing portion configured and positioned (a) to
portion, and (b) to be movable together with said
id driven portion in a direction crossing the axis

73. A cartridge according t&Claim 72, wherein said stopping
portion is disposed at a position such that when said developing roller is in
the spaced position a distance between the ax of said driving portion and an
axis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction ¥ossing the axis of said
second frame, is shorter than a distance between Ng axis of said developing
roller and the axis of said photosensitive drum, in a\{rection crossing the
axis of said second frame.

74. A cartridge according to Claim 73, T comprising a

photosensitive drum,
wherein said stopping portion is provided

supporting portion.

said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis of sajd driving
portion and the axis of said developing roller are substantially aligned wi
gach other.
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76. A cartridge according to Claim 71, further comprising a
1 1ng portion conﬁgured and positioned to guide a movement of said
g portion in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame.

77. A cartridge according to Claim 71, wherein said holding
s said driving portion without holding said intermediary portion

red and positioned to retain said driving
portion so that when said develdRing roller is in the spaced position the axis
of said driving portion is deviated¥yom the axis of said driven portion in a
direction crossing the axis of said se§ond frame.

portion includes an hole confi

81. A cartridge accordingo Claim 80, wherein said hole is
formed in said second frame.

82. A cartridge according to CIN
member is an Oldham coupling.

71, wherein said coupling

83. A cartridge according to Claim 7N further comprlsmg a
drum coupling member, prov1ded adjacent to one axi
photosensitive drum, fo receive a driving force for rotat’
photosensitive drum.,

drum and a cleaning member configured and positioned to clean sar
photosensitive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together,
said second frame, with a developer container configured and positioned
contain the developer.
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85. A process cartridge comprising:

(1) a photosensitive drum;

(ii) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
suppqt said photosensitive drum;

(iii) a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop 2 electrostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably suphprt said developing roller, and (b) to be connected to said first
frame;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one
longitudinal end o1\aid second frame, said coupling member including:
i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of said second frankg; :

(v-ii)\gn intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said drivgn portion, and (b) to be movable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction \gossing a longitudinal direction of said second
frame, while maintaining enga®dement with said driven portion; and
' (v-iii) a driviNg portion configured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating Naid developing roller, (b) to engage with
said intermediary portion, and (c) to N¢ movable relative to said intermediary

portion in a direction crossing the long¥udinal direction of said second frame,

which is different from the direction of thg movement of said intermediary
portion, while maintaining engagement wity said intermediary portion; and

(vi) a retaining portion cdgfigured and positioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a positn that is deviated from an
axis of said driven portion in a direction crossind\he longltudmal direction
of sald second frame.

86. A carfridge according to Claim 85, Wyerein said retaining
portion includes:

' A holding portion configured and positized (a) to
rotatably hold said driving portion, and (b} to be movable todgther with said
driving portion relative to said driven portion in a direction croésing the
longitudinal direction of said second frame;

an urging portion configured and positioned to Wge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of s\jd
second frame, through said holding portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop s\d
holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.
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87. A cartridge according to Claim 86, wherein said stopping
poXNjon is disposed at a position such that the axis of said driving portion is
deviXed from the axis of said driven portion in a direction crossing the

lops the electrostatic latent image on said
of said driving portion and the axis of said
lly aligned with each other.

said developing roller de
photosensitive drum, the
developing roller are substan

90. A cartridge accqding to Claim 86, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and posNoned to guide a movement of said
holding portion in a direction crossind\the longitudinal direction of said
second frame.

im 90, wherein said holding
ing said intermediary portion

91. A cartridge according to
portion holds said driving portion without ho
and said driven portion.

92. A cartridge according to Claim 8\wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

93. A cartridge according to Claim 86, whelin urging portion
is a spring,

94. A cartridge according to Claim 85, wherein saN retaining
portion includes an hole configured and positioned to retain said dNyi
portion in the position.

95. A cartridge according to Claim 94, wherein said hole 1
formed in said first frame.

96. A cartridge according to Claim 85, wherein said coupling
member is an Oldham coupling.



77

97. A carfridge according to Claim 85, further comprising a
druly coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of said
photo¥ensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotating said
photoseNgitive drum. '

8. A cartridge according to Claim 85, wherein said
photosensitivid is unified together, into said first frame, with (a) a
charging membdq configured and positioned to electrically charge said
photosensitive dridg, and (b) a cleaning member configured and positioned
to clean said photosdgsitive drum, and

whelNn said developing roller is unified together, into said
second frame, with a de€gloper container configured and positioned to
contain the developer.

99. A process cXfridge comprising:

(i) a photoseygsitive drum; :

(ii) a first fran configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive drum;

(iii} a developing Nller configured and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent image forlged on said photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame coffigured and positioned (a) to
rotatably support said developing roller, (b) % be connected to said first
frame, and {c¢) to be movable relative to said {8t frame so that said
developing roller is in and out of contact with sa¥y photosensitive drum;

(v} a coupling member provid®g adjacent to one
longitudinal end of said second frame, said coupling\pember including:

' (v-i) a driven portion provided adj¥gent to the one

longitudinal end of said second frame;

(v-ii} an intermediary portion configurkd and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be movablelative to said
driven portion, in a direction crossing a longitudinal direction & said second
frame, while maintaining engagement with said driven portion; Md

(v-iii} a driving portion configured and positioNed (a) to
receive a driving foree for rotating said developing roller, (b) to engMe with
said intermediary portion, and (c) to be movable relative to said intermNdiary
portion in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said second \me,
which is different from the direction of the movement of said infermediary
portion, while maintaining engagement with said intermediary portion; and

(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to
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tain an axis of said dnvmg portion in a position that is deviated from an
ax¥ of said driven portlon in a direction crossmg the longitudinal dlrectlon

A holding portion configured and positioned (a) to
driving portion, and

ion conﬁgured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by\aid urging portion.

101. A cartridge accor§ng to Claim 100, wherein said stopping
portion is disposed at a position such Wat when said developing roller is out
of contact with said photosensitive dru\a distance between the axis of said
driving portion and an axis of said photosgsitive drum, in a direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of said s¥gond frame, is shorter than a
distance between the axis of said developing Nller and the axis of said
photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing theNongitudinal direction of said
second frame.

102. A cartridge according to Claim 10N\ further comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to

photosensitive drum,
wherein said stopping portion is provided\gn said drum

supporting portion.

103. A cartridge according to Claim 101 or 102, wh¥ein, when
said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis of said driNng
portion and the axis of said developing roller are substantially aligne§with
each other.

104, A cartridge according to Claim 100, further comprising
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a movement of said
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elding portion in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said
sedQnd frame.

105. A cartridge according to Claim 100, wherein said holding
Ids said driving portion without holding said intermediary portion

portion is elasticly deformable.

107. A Ogriridge according to Claim 100, wherein said urging
portion is a spring.

108. A carfrid®¥e according to Claim 99, wherein said retaining
portion includes an hole conilgured and positioned to retain said driving
portion so that when said develdping roller is out of contact with said
photosensitive drum the axis of sdd driving portion is deviated from the axis
of said driven portion in a directionNgossing the longitudinal direction of
said second frame.

109. A cartridge according tqClaim 108, wherein said hole is

formed in said first frame.

110. A cartridge according to Clai
member is an Gldham coupling.

99, wherein said coupling

111. A carfridge according to Claim 99, Nrther comprising a
drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial 3qd of said

charging member configured and positioned to electrically charge s3
photosensitive drum, and (b) a cleaning member configured and posit®
to clean said photosensitive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into sd
second frame, with a developer container configured and positioned to
contain the developer.
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\ 113. A process cartridge comprising:
‘ (i) a photosensitive drum;
(ii) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support¥aid photosensitive drum;
(iii) a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop an dgctrostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive drum;

_ (iv) a second frame configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably supporigaid developing roller, and (b) to be connected to said first
frame so as to be n¥gvable relative to said first frame between a contact
position where said dgveloping roller is in contact with said photosensitive
drum and a spaced posKjon where said developing roller is spaced away
from said photosensitive {rum;

(v) a coypling member provided adjacent to one
longitudinal end of said secoNg frame, said coupling member including:

(v-i) a drivéy portlon provided adjacent to the one
longitudinal end of said second figne;

(v-ii) an interm8diary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion§and (b) to be movable relative to said
driven portion, in a direction crossing a Ygngitudinal direction of said second
frame, while maintaining engagement witNsaid driven portion; and
' (v-iii) a driving portion ¥ nﬁgured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating sald develdging roller, (b) to engage with
said intermediary portion, and (¢} to be movablekelative to said intermediary
portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal difgtion of said second
frame, which is different from the direction of the mN\vement of said
intermediary portion, while maintaining engagement vih said intermediary
portion; and

(1v) a retaining portion configured and Zpsitioned to
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position that is deviNed from an
axis of said driven portion, in a direction crossing the longitudiNal direction
of said second frame, when said developing roller is in the space\position.

114, A cartridge according to Claim 113, wherein said r&aining
portion includes:

A holding portion configured and positioned (a) to
rotatably hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together with saic
driving portion relative to said driven portion in a direction crossing the
longitudinal direction of said second frame;

an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said
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gcond frame, through said holding portion; and
‘ a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said
g portion that is urged by said urging portion.

holdg

\ 115. A cartridge according to Claim 114, wherein said stopping
portion is §sposed at a position such that when said developing roller is in
\sition a distance between the axis of said driving portion and an
axis of said phi€Nosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the longitudinal
direction of said%gcond frame, is shorter than a distance between the axis of
said developing roNgr and the axis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction
crossing the longitudigal direction of said second frame.

116. A cart
drum supporting portion cy
photosensitive drum,

wherein said ¥opping portion is provided on said drum
supporting portion.

Kge according to Claim 115, further comprising a
figured and positioned to rotatably support said

117. A cartridge accordg to Claim 115 or 116, wherein, when
said developing roller is in the contact Mgsition, the axis of said driving
portion and the axis of said developing rder are substantially aligned with
each other.

118. A cartridge according to ClaiN 114, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guidg a movement of said
holding portion in a direction crossing the axis of s&d second frame.

119. A cartridge according to Claim 114, Wgerein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holding said inNrmediary portion
and said driven portion.

120. A cartridge according to Claim 114, wherein %id urging
portion is elastically deformable.

12]. A cartridge according to Claim 114, wherein said uNging
portion is a spring.

122, A cartridge according to Claim 113, wherein said retainin
portion includes an hole configured and positioned to retain said driving
portion so that when said developing roller is in the spaced position the axis
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{ said driving portion is deviated from the axis of said driven portion in a
ection crossing the longitudinal direction of said second frame.

123. A cartridge according to Claim 122, wherein said hole is
formeaNp said second frame.

carfridge according to Claim 113, further comprising a
er, provided adjacent to one axial end of said
photosensitive drum, ¥ receive a driving force for rotating said

photosensitive drum.

126. A cartriddg¢ according to Claim 113, wherein said
photosensitive drum is unifie®ogether, into said first frame, with (a) a
charging member configured atN positioned to electrically charge said
photosensitive drum, and (b) a cldging member configured and positioned
to clean said photosensitive drum, d

wherein said develolNng roller is unified together, into said
second frame, with a developer contain® configured and positioned to
contain the developer.
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CLAIMS

What is claimed is:

1. A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive drum;

(i) a developing roller configured and positioned (a} to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drum, and (b) to be rotatable about an
axis thereof;

(i) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end
of said developing roller, said coupling member includ-
ing:

(iii-1) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axijal
end of szid developing roiler;

(ili«ii) an intermediary portion configured and posi-
tioned (a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b)
to be movable relative to sald driven portion in a
direction crossing the axis of said developing roller
while maintaining engagement with said driven por-
tion; and

receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and (c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of said devel-
oping roller, which is different from the direction of
the movement of said intermediary portion, while
maintaining engagement with said intermediary por-
tion; and
(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned fo
retain an axis of said driving portion in a position that
is deviated from the axis of said developing rollerina
direction crossing the axis of said developing roller,
2. A cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said retaining
portion includes:
aholding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said developing
roller in a direction crossing the axis of said developing
roller;
an urging portion configured and positioned fo urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossiag the axis of said
developing roller, throngh said holding portion; and
a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is wged by said urging portion.
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3. A cartridge according to claim 2, wherein said siopping
portion is disposed at a position such that the axis of said
driving portion is deviated from the axis of said developing
rollerin a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller,

4. A carlridge according to claim 3, firther comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support said photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said dmm

supporting portion.

5. A cartridge according to claitn 3 or 4, wherein, when said
developing roller develops the electrostatic fatent image on
said photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion and
the axis of said developing roller are substantially aligned
with each other.

6. A carlridge according to claim 2, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a move-
ment of said holding portion in a direction crossing the axis of
said developing roller.

7. A cartridge according 1o claim 2, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving porfion without holding said inter-
mediary portion and said driven portion.

8. A cartridge according to claim 2, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable,

9. A cartridge according to claim 2, wherein urging portion
is a spring.

10. A cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said retaining
portion includes an hole configured and positioned to retain
said driving portion in the position.

11. A cartridge according 10 ¢laim 10, further comprising a
frame configured and positicned to rotatably support said
photosensitive dram,

wherein said hole is formed in said frame.

12. A cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said coupling
member s an Oldham coupling.

13. A cartridge according to claim 1, further comprising 2
drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum.

14. A cartridge according to claim 1, wherein said photo-
sensitive dram is unified together, into a first frame, with (a)
a charging member configured and positioned to electrically
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charge said pholosensitive dnug, and (b) a cleaning member
configured and positioned to clean said photosensitive drum,

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into a
second frame, with a developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer, and

wherein said first frame and said second frame are con-
nected so as fo be rotatable relative to each other.

15, A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive drum;

(ii) a developing roller configured and positioned (a) to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drum, (b) to be movable reiative to said
photosensitivedram so as to beinand out of contact with
said photesensitive drum, and (¢) 10 be rotatable about an
axis thereof:

(iii) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end
of said developing roller, said coupling member includ-
ng:

{il1-1) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of said developing roller;

(iii-ii} an intermediary portion configured and posi-
tioned {a} to engage with said driven portion, and (b)
to be movable relative to said driven portion, in a
direction crossing the axis of said developing roller,
while maintaining engagement with said driven por-
tion; and
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and (c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of said devel-
oping roller, which is different from the direction of
the movement of said intermediary portion, while
maintaining engagement with said inlermediary por-
tion; and

{iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
ated from the axis of said developing roller in a direction
crossing the axis of said developing roller when said
developing roller is out of contact with said photosensi- -
five drum.
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16. A carfridge according to claim 15, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes:

aholding portion confignred and positioned (a} to rotatably

hold said driving portion, and (b} fo be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said developing
rolier in a direction crossing the axis of said developing
roller; :

an urging portion configured and positioned to wrge said

driving portion in a direction crossing the axis of said
developing roller through said holding portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said

holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.

17. A cartridge according to claim 16, wherein said stop-
ping portion is disposed at a posilion such that when said
developiug roller is out of contact with said photosensitive
cdrum a distance between the axis of said driving portion and
anaxis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the
axis of said developing roller, is shorter than a distance
between the axis of said developing roller and the axis of said
photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the axis of said
developing roller.

18. A cariridge according to claim 17, fusther comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support said photosensitive drun,

wherein said stopping poxtion is provided on said drum

supporting portion.

19. A cartridge according to claim 17 or 18, wherein, when
said developing roller develops the electtostatic latent image
on said photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion
and the axis of said developing roller are substantialiy aligned
with each other.

20. A cartridge according to claim 16, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a move-
ment of said holding portion in a direction crossing theaxis of
said developing roller.

214 cartridgeaccording to claim 16, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion withont helding said inter-
mediary portion. and said driven portion,

22. A cartridge according to claim 16, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

23, A cartridge according to claim 16, wherein said urging
portion is a spring,
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24. A cartridge according to claim 15, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said driving portion so that the axis of said driving
portion is deviated from the axis of said developing roller, in
a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller, when
said developing roller is out of contact with said photosensi--
tive drum.

25. A cartridge according to claim 24, further comprisinga -
frame configured and positioned to rotatably support said
photosensitive drum,

wherein said hole is formed in said frame.

26, A cartridge according to claim 15, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Oldhara coupling.

27. A cariridge according to claim 15, further comprising a
drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum.

28, A cartridge according to ¢laim 15, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is unified together, into a first frame, with (a)
a charging member configured and positioned to electrically
charge said photosensitive drum, and {b) a cleaning member
configured and positioned to clean said photoseasitive drum,

wherein said developing roller is unified together, inlo a
second frame, with 2 developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer, and

wherein said first frame and said second lrame are con-
nected 5o as to be rotatable relative to each other,

29. A process cartridge comprising:

(1) a photosensitive drum;

(ii) a developing roller configured and positioned (a) to be
movable relative 1o said photosensitive drum between a
contact position where said developing roller is in con-
tact with said photosensitive drum to develop an ¢lec-
frostatic latent image formed on said photosensitive
drum, and a spaced position where said developing
rofler is spaced away from said photosensitive drum, and
(b) to be rotatable about an axis thereof:

{iii) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end
of said developing roller, said coupling member includ-
ing;
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(iii-1) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of saad developing roller;
tioned (a) 10 engage with said driven portion, and (b)
to be movable relative to said driven portion, in a
direction erossing the axis of said developing roller,
while maintaining engagement with said driven por-
tion; and

(11i-11i) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rutating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,

and (c) to be movable rclative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of said devel-
oping rolier, which is different from the direction of
the movement of said intermediary portion, while
maintaining engagement with said intermediary por-
tion; and
(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
ated from the axis of said developing roller, in a direction
crossing the axis of said developing roller, when said
developing roller is in the spaced position.
30. A cartridge according to claim 29, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes:
aholding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) o be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said developing
roller in a direction crossing the axis of said developing
roller;
an wging portion configured and positioned 1o urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said
developing roller, through said holding portion; and
a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is vyged by said urging portion.
31. A cartridge sccording to claim 30, wherein said stop-
ping portion is disposed at a position such that when said .
developing roller is in the spaced position a distagce between
the axis of said driving portion and an axis of said pholosen-
sitive drum, in 2 direction crossing the axis of said developing
roller, is shorter than a distance between the axis of said
developing roller and the axis of said photosensitive drum, in |
adirection crossing the axis of said developing roller.
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32. A cartridge according to claim 30, further comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support said photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said drum

supporting portion.

33. A cartridge according to claim 31 or 32, wherein, when
said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis of
said driving portion and the axis of said developing roller are
substantially aligned with each other.

34. A carfridge according to claim 30, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a move-
mentofsaid holding portion ina direction crossing the axis of
said developing roller.

35, A cartridge according to claim 30, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holding said inter-
mediary portion and said driven portion.

36. A cartridge according to claim 30, wherein said nrging
portion is elastically deformable.

37. A cartridge according to claim 30, wherein said urging
portion is a spring.

38. A cartridge according to claim 29, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said driving portion so that the axis of said driving
portien is deviated from the axis of said developing roller, in
a direction crossing the axis of said developing roller, when
said developmg roller is in the spaced position.

39. A cartridge according to claim 38, further comprising a
frame configured and positioned to rotatably support said
photosensitive drum,

wherein said hole is formed in said frame.

40. A cartridge according to claim 29, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Oldham coupling.

41. A cartridge according to claim 29, farther comprising a
dnim coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum,

42. A cartridge according to claim 29, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is unified together, into a first frame, with a
charging member configured and positioned to €lectrically
charge said photosensitive dram and a cleaning member con-
fignred and positioned to ¢clean said photosensitive drum,

wherein said developing roller is unified together, info a

second frame, with a developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer, and

wherein said first frame and said second frame are con-

nected g0 as to be rotatable relative to each other.



67

43. A process cartridge comprising:

(i} a photosensitive drum;

(ii) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive dnun;

(i) a developing roller configured and positicned to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured and positioned (a) to rotat-
ably support said developing roller, and (b) to be con-
nected to said first frame so as to be rotatable relative to
said first frame about an axis thereof;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end
of said second frame, said coupling member including;
(v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial

end of said second frame;

(v-ii} an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be
movable relative ta said driven portion, in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame, while main-
taining engagement witk said driven portion; and

(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (@) to
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary porticn,
and (¢) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of suid secand
frame, which is different from the direction of the
movement of said intermediary portion, while main-
taining engagement with said intermediary portion;
and

(vi) a retaining portion configured and positioned to retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
atedd from an axis of said driven portion in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame.

44, A cartridge according to claim 43, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes:
a holding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable iogether
with said driving portion relative to said drven portion
in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame;
an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said
second frame, through szid holding portion; and

a stopping porlion configured and positioned fo stop said
holding portion that is vrged by said urging portion,
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45. A cartridge according to claim 44, wherein said stop-
ping portion is disposed at a position such that the axis of said
driving portion is deviated from theaxis of said driven portion
in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame.

46, A cartridge according to claim 45, forther comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support said photosensifive drum,

whereln said stopping portion is provided on said drum

supporting portion.

47. A cartridge according to claim 45 or 46, wherein, when
said developing roller develops the electrostatic latent image

on sald photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion
and the axis of said developing roller are substantially aligned
with each other.

48. A cartridge according 1o claim 44, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a move-
mentof said holding portion in a direction crossing the axis of
said second frame,

49. A cartridge according to claim 44, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holding said inter-
mediary portion and said driven portion.

50. A cartridge according to claim 44, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

51. A carfridge according to claim 44, wherein urging
yportion is a spring,

52. A cartridge according to claim 43, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said dedving portion in the position.

53, A cartridge according to claim $2, wherein said hole Is
formed in said first frame.

54, A cartridge according to claim 43, wherein said con-
pling member is an Oldbam coupling,

55, A cartridge according to claim 43, further comprising a
dium coupling member {provided adjacent to one axial end of
said pholosensitive drun to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum.

56. A cartridge according to ¢laim 43, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is vnified together, into said first frame, with
{(8) a charging member confignred and positioned to electri-
cally charge said photosensitive drum, and (b) a cleaning
member configured and positioned to clean said photosensi-
tive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said

second frame, witha developer container configuredand
positioned to contain the developer.
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57. A process cariridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive dmm;

(i1} a first frame configured and positioned fo rotatably
support said photosensitive drim;

(iit} a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drom;

(iv) a second frame configired and positioned (a) to rolat-
ably support said developing roller, (b) to be connected
to said first [rame, and () to be rotatable relative to said
first frame about an axis thereof o that said developing
roller is in and out of contact with said photosensitive
drum;

(v) a coupling mermber provided adjacent to one axial end
of said second frame, said coupling member including:
(v-1) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial

end of said second frame;

{v-ii) an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be
movable relative to said driven portion, i a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame, while main-
taining engagement with said driven portion; and

(v-ii} a driving portion configured and positioned (a) 16
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and (¢} to be movable relative to said infermediary
portion in a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame, which is different from the direction of the
movement of said intermediary portion, while main-
1aining engagement with said intermediary portion;
and

(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned o retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
ated from an axis of said driven portion, in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame, when said devel-
oping roller is out of contact with said photosensitive
drura.

58. A cartridge according to claim 57, wherein said retain-

ing portion includes:

aholding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said driven portion
in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame;

an urging porfion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the axis of said
second frame, through said holding portion; and

a stoppiug portion configured and positioned to stop said
holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.
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59. A vartridge according to claim 58, wherein said stop-
ping portion is disposed at a position such that when said
developing roller is out of contact with said photosensitive
drum a distance between the axis of said driving portion and
an axis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the
axis of said second frame, is shorier than a distance between
the axis of said developing roller and the axis of said photo-
sensitive drum, in a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame.

60, A cartridge according to claim 59, further comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support said photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said drum

supporting portion,

61. A cartridge according to claim 59 or 60, wherein, when
said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis of
said driving portion and the axis of said developing roiler are
substantially aligned with each other.

62. A cartridge accordiug to clait 58, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned {o guide a move-
mentof said holding portion in a direction crossing the axis of
said second frame.

63. A cartridge according to ¢laim 58, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holding said inter-
mediary portion and said driven portion.

64. A cariridpe according ta claim 58, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

65. A cartridge according to claim 58, wherein said urging
portion s a spring.

66. A cartridge according to claim 57, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said driving portion so that when said developing roiler
is outof contact with said photosensitive drum the axis of said
driving portion is deviated from the axis of said driven portion
in a direction crossing the axis of said second frame.

67. A cartridge according to ¢laim 66, wherein said hole is
formed in said first frame.

68. A cartridge according to claim 57, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Cldham coupling,

69. A cartridge according to claim 57, further comprising a
drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drmum.
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70. A cartridge according to ¢laim 57, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is unified together, into said first frame, with
{a) a charging member configured and positioned to electri-
cally charge said photosensilive drum, and (b) a cleaning
menber configured and positioned fo clean satd photosensi-
tive druim, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said
second frame, with a developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer.

‘71. A process cartridge comprising:

(1) a photosensitive drum;

(i) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive drum;

(iii} a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent imzage formed on said
photosensitive drun;

(v} a second framme configured and positioned (&) to rotat-
ably support saxd developing roller, and (b) to be con-
nected to said first frame so as to be rotatable relative 1o
said first frame, abaut an axis thereof, between a contact
position where said developing roller is in contact with
said photosensitive drum, and 3 spaced position where
said developing roller is spaced away from said photo-
sensitive drum;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one axial end
of said second frame, said coupling member inchuding:
(v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial

end of said second frame;

(v-ii) an Intermediary portion copfigured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b} to be
movable relative to said driven portion, in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame, while main-
taining engagement with said driven portion; and

(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and (o} to be movable relative o said intermediary
portion iv a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame, which is different from the direction of the
movement of said intermediary portion, while main-
taining engagement with said intermediary portion;
and

(iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned to retain :
an axis of said driving portion in 2 position that is devi-
ated from an axis of said driven portion, in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame, when said devel-
oping roller is in the spaced position.
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72. A cartridge according to claim 71, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes:

aholding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably

hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said driven pertion
in 2 direction crossing the axis of said second frame;
an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said
driving portion, in 2 direction crossing the axis of said
second frame, through said holding portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said

holding portion that is vrged by said nrging portion.

73. A cartridge according 1o claim 72, wherein said stop-
ping portion is disposed at a position such that when said
developing roller is in the spaced position a distance between
the axis of said driving portion and an axis of said photosen-
silive drom, In a direction crossing the axis of said second
frame, 1s shorter than a distance between the axis of said
developing roller and the axis of said photosensitive drum, in
a direction crossing the axis of said second frame.

74. A cartridge according o claim 73, further comprising a
drum supporting portion configured and positioned {0 rotat-
ably support said photosensitive drum,

wherein said sfopping portion is provided on said drum

supporting portion.

75, Acartridge according to claim 73 or 74, wherein, when
said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis of
said driving porfion and the axis of said developing roller are
substantially aligned with cach other.

76. A carfridge according to claim 72, further comprising a
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide 2 move-
ment of said holding portion in a direction ¢rossing theaxis of
said second frame.

77. A eartridge according to claim 72, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without bolding said inter-
mediary portion and said driven portion.

78. A cartridge according to claim 72, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

79. A cartridge according to claim 72, wherein said mrging
portion is a spring.

80. A cariridge accarding to claim 71, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said driving portion so that when said developing roller
is in the spaced position the axis of said driving portion is
deviated from the axis of said driven portion in a direction
crossing the axis of said second frame,
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81. A cartridge according to claim 80, wherein said hole is
formed in said second frame.

82. A cartridge according to claim 71, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Oldharm counpling,.

83. A cartridge according to claim 71, further comprising a
drum coupling mermber, provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum.

84. A cartridge according to claim 71, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is unified together, into said first frame, with a
charging member configured and positioned to electrically
charge said photosensitive dmim and a cleaning member con-
figured and positioned to clean said pholosensitive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said
second frame, with a developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer.

85. A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photosensitive dnm;

(if) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photlosensitive drum;

(iii) a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop an clectrosiatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drum;

(iv) a second frame configured and positioned {a) to rotat-
ably support said developing roller, and (b} to be con-
nected to said first frame;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one longitu-
dinal end of said second frame, said coupling member
inclading:

(v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one axial
end of said second frame;

(v-ii} an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) to engage with said driven portion, and (b} to be
raovable relative to said driven portion, in a direction
crossing a longitudinal direction of said second
frame, while waintaining engapement with said
driven portion; and

(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and {c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion in & ditection crossing the Jongitudinal direc-
tion of said second frame, which is different from the
direction of the movement of said intermediary por-
tion, while maintaining engagement with said inter-
mediary portion; and
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(vi) a retaining portion configured and positioned to retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
ated from an axis of said driven portion in a direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of said second frame.
86. A cartridge according to claim 85, wherein said retain-

ing portion includes:

aholding portion configured and positioned {a) to rotatably

hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative fo said driven portion
in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said
second frame;

an urging portion configured and positioned to urge said

driving portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal
direction of said second frame, through said holding
portion; and

a stopping portion copfigured and positioned to stop said

holding portion that is wrged by said urging portion.

87. A cartridge according to claim 86, wherein said stop-
ping portionis disposed at a position such that the axis of said
driving portion is deviated frorm the axis of said driven portion
in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said sec-
ond frame.

88. A cartridge according 1o claim 87, further comprising a
dram supporting portion configured and positioned to rotat-
ably support szid photosensitive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said dram

supporting portion.

89, A cartridge according to claim 87 or 88, wherein, when
said developing roller develops the electrostatic latent image
on said photosensitive drum, the axis of said driving portion
and the axis of said developing roller are substantially aligned
with each other. 4

90, A cariridge according to claim 86, further comprising 2
guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a move-
ment of sajd holding portion in a direction crossing the lon-
gitudinal direction of said second frame.

91. A cartridge according to claim 90, wherein said holding
portion holds said driving portion without holding said inter-
mediavy portion and said driven portion.

92, A cartridge according to claim 86, wherein said urging
portion is elastically deformable.

93. A cartridge according to claim 86, wherein wrging
portion is a spring.

94. A cartridge according to claim 85, wherein said retain-
ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said driving portion in the position.
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95, A cartridge according 10 ¢laim 94, wherein said hole is
formed in said first frame.

26. A cartridge according to claim 85, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Oldham coupling,

97. A cartridge according to claim 85, further comprising a
drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end of
said photosensitive drum, to receive a driving force for rotat-
ing said photosensitive drum.

98. A cariridge according to claim 85, wherein said photo-
sensitive drum is unifted together, into said first frame, with
(a) 2 charging member configured and positioned to electri-
cally charge said pholosensitive drum, and (b) a cleaning
member configured and positioned to ¢lean said photosensi-
tive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said

second frame, with a developercontainer configured and
positioned to contain the developer.

99. A process cartridge comprising:

(i) a photoscasitive drum;

(i) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably

support said photosensitive drn;

(1) a developing roller configured and positioned to

develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
photosensitive drnum;

(iv) a second frame conligured and positioned (4) to rotai-
ably support said developing roller, (b) to be connected
to said first frame, and (c) to be movable relative to said
first frame so that said developing roller is in and out of
contact with said photosensitive drum;

(v) a coupling member provided adjacent to one longitu-
dinal end of said second frame, said coupling member
including:

{v-i) a driven portion provided adjacent to the one lon-
gitudinal end of said second frame;

(v-ii) an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(a) 1o engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be
movable relative (o satd driven partion, in a direction
crossing a longitudinal direction of said second
frame, while maintaining engagement with said
driven portion; and
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(v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (a) to
receive a driving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) to engage with said intermediary portion,
and (¢) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion in a direction crossing the longitudinal direc-
tion of said second frame, which is different from the
direction of the movement of said intermediary por-
tion, while maintaining engagement with said inter-
mediary portion; and

{iv) a retaining portion confipured and positioned to retain
an axis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-
ated from an axis of said driven porlion, in a direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of said second frame,
when said developing roller is out of contact with said
photosensitive drum.

100. A cartridge according to claim 99, wherein said retain-

ing portion includes:

a holding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative o said driven portion
in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction of said
second {rame;

an urging portion configured and positioned (o urge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal
direction of said second frame, through said holding
portion; and

a stopping pordion configured and positioned to stop said
holding partion that is urged by said urging portion,

101. A cartridge according to claim 100, wherein said
stopping portion is disposed at a position such that when said
developing roller is out ol contact with said photosensitive
drum a distance between the axis of said driving portion and
anaxis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the
Jongitudinal direction of said second frame, is shorter than a
distance between the axis of said developing roller and the
axis of said photosensitive drum, in a direction crossing the
longiudinal direction of said second frame.

102. A cartridge nccording to claim 101, further compris-
ing a drum supporiing portion configured and positicned to
rotatably support said photosensilive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said dmm
supporting portion.

103, A cartridge according to claim 191 or 102, wherein,
when said developing roller is in the contact position, the axis
of said driving portion and the axis of said developing roller
are substantially alipned with each other.
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104. A cartridge aceording to claim 100, further compris-
ing a guiding poriion confignred and positioned to guide a
movement of said holding portion in a direction crossing the
longitudinal direction of said second frame.

105, A cartridge according to claim 100, wherein said
holding portion holds said driving portion without holding
satd intermediary portion and said driven poxtion.

106. A cartridge according to claim 100, wherein said
wging portion is elasticatly deformable.

107. A cartridge according to claim 100, wherein said
urging portion is a spring,.

108. A cariridge according to ¢laim 99, wherein said retain-
Ing portion includes an hole configured and positioned to
retain said doving portion so that when said developing roller
is outof contact with said photosensitive drom the axis of said
driving portion is deviated from the axis of said driven portion
in a direction erossing the longitudinal direction of said sec-
ond frame.

109. A cartridge according to claim 108, wherein said hole
is formed in said first frame.

110. A cartridge according to claim 92, wherein said cou-
pling member is an Oldham coupling,

111. A cartridge according to claim 99, further comprising
a drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial end
of said photosensitive drom, to receive a driving force for
rotating said photosensitive drum,

112. A cartridge according to claim 99, wherein said pho-
tosensitive drom is unified together, into said first frame, with
(a) a charging member configured and positioned o electri-
cally charge szid photosensitive drum, and (b) a cleaning
member configured and positioned to clean said photosensi-
tive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said

second frame, with a developer container configured and
positioned to contain the developer.
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113. A process cartridge compsising:

(i) a photosensitive drumy;

(ii) a first frame configured and positioned to rotatably
support said photosensitive dram;

(iii} a developing roller configured and positioned to
develop an electrostatic latent image formed on said
phoiosensitive drum;

{iv) a second frame configured and positicned (a) io rotat-
ably support said developing roller, and (b) to be con-
nected to said first frarne so as to be movable refative to
said first frame between a contact position where said
developing roller is in coatact with said photosensitive
drum and a spaced position where said developing roller
is spaced away from said photosensitive drum;

(v) 2 coupling member provided adjacent to one longitu-
dinal end of said second frame, said coupling member
including:

(v-1) a driven porticn provided adjacent to the one lon-
gitudinal end of said second fmme;

(v-ii) an intermediary portion configured and positioned
(2) to engage with said driven portion, and (b) to be
movable relative 1o said driven poriion, in a divection
crossing a longimdinal direction of said second
frame, while maintaining engagement with said
driven portion; and

{v-iii) a driving portion configured and positioned (2) to
receive a dniving force for rotating said developing
roller, (b) 10 engage with said inlermediary portion,
and {c) to be movable relative to said intermediary
portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal direc-
tion of said second frame, which is different from the
direction of the movement of said intermediary por-
tion, while maintaining engagement with said inter-
mediary portion; and

{iv) a retaining portion configured and positioned lo retain
anaxis of said driving portion in a position that is devi-

ated from an axis of said driven portion, in a direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of said secopd frame,
when ssid developing roller is in the spaced position.

114. A cartridge according to claim 113, wherein said

retaining portion includes:

aholding portion configured and positioned (a) to rotatably
hold said driving portion, and (b) to be movable together
with said driving portion relative to said driven portion
in a direction crossing the longitdinal direction of sakd
second frame;
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an urging portion configured and positioned to nrge said
driving portion, in a direction crossing the longitudinal
direction of said second frame, through said holding
portion; and

a stopping portion configured and positioned to stop said

holding portion that is urged by said urging portion.

115. A cartridge according to ¢laim 114, wherein said
stopping portion is disposed at a position such that when said
developing roller is in the spaced position a distance between
the axis of said driving portion and an axis of said photosen-
sitive drum, 1o a direction crossing the longitudinal direction
of said second frame, is shorter than a distance between the
axis of said developing roller and the axis of said photosen-
sitive drum, in a direction crossing the longitudinal direction
of said second frame.

116. A cartridge according to claim 115, further compris-
ing a drom supporting portion configured and positioned to
rotatably support said photosensilive drum,

wherein said stopping portion is provided on said drum

supporling portion,

117, A cartridge according to clhim 115 or 116, wherein,
when said developingroller is in the contact position, the axis
of said driving portion and the axis of said developing roller
are substantially aligned with each other.

118. A cartridge according to claim 114, further compris-
ing a guiding portion configured and positioned to guide a
movement of said holding portion in a direction crossing the
axis of said second frame.

119. A cartridge according to ¢laim 114, wherein said
holding portion holds szid driving portion without holding
said intermediary portion and said driven portion.

120. A cartridge according to claim 114, wherein said
urging portion is elastically deformabie,

121. A cartridge according to claim 114, wheyrein said
trging portion is a spring.

122. A cartridge according to claim 113, wherein said
relaining poriion includes an hole configured and positioned
to retain satd driving portion so that when said developing
rolleris in the spaced position the axis of said driving portion
is deviated from the axis of said driven portion in 2 direction
crossing the longitudinal direction of said second frame,

123. A cartridge according to claim 122, wherein said hole
is formed in said second frame.

124, A cartridge according to claim 113, wherein said
coupling meniber is an Oldham coupling.
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125, A cartridge according to claim 113, further compris-
ing a drum coupling member, provided adjacent to one axial
end of said photosensitive drum, 10 receive a driving force for
rotating said photosensitive dram.

126. A cartridge according to claim 113, wherein said
photosensitive drum is unified together, into said first frame,
with {a) a charging member configured and posilioned to
electrically charge said photosensitive drum, and (b} a clean-
ing member confipured and positioned to clean said photo-
sensitive drum, and

wherein said developing roller is unified together, into said
second frame, witha developer containerconfignred and
positioned to contain the developer.
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