
On-spec phthalic anhydride is prepared by distillative   purification of
crude phthalic anhydride by a process in which   crude phthalic anhydride
is fed to a distillation column which is   operated at reduced pressure,
the low boilers are removed at the 10 top or in the vicinity of the top of
the distillation column and   the on-spec phthalic anhydride is removed
from the column via a   side take-off.    


