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may reside in different planes, suc e center of the keyboard is
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wrists and foreargmsehfdtUe€ the user caused by pronation of the wrists is also a
oroblem. It is desirable to raduce pronation and aim for supination of
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QBJECT QF THE INVENTION

It is the object of the present {nvention to overcome or

substantially amelicrate the above disadvantages.
DISCLOSURE QF THE INVENTIQN

There is disclosed herein a keyboard having mounted thereon a
piurality of keys, the keyboard comprising at least two segments which
are mutually detachable and/or pivotable and wherein each segment of the
keyboard has mounted thereon some of said keys.

Typically, the kéyboard comprises two mutually pivotable segments
which are attached to one another at a top end of the keyboard by way of
a hinge means such that a bottom end of the keyboard may spread apart in
‘a2 substantially horizontal plane. '

Advantageously, the hinge means is adapted to allcw pivoting in
both horizontal and vertical planes such that sa!q two segments of the
keyboard may reside in different planes, such that the center of the
keyboard is raised so as to reduce pronation and therefore decrease
tension in the wrists and forearms of a user.

Generally, sald hinge means !s a ball and socket joint.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION CF THE DRAWINGS
A preferrad farm of ths presant invention will now be described bj
wiy of example with reference to the accempanying drawings, wherein:
Fic. 1 i3 a schematic nian viaw of 2 keyboard, and
Fig. 2 is a schemat's elavaiicral view of the keyboard of Fig. 1.
DETAILED DESCRISTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT
in the acccmpanying drawings there is schematically depicted a
kevhoard generally indicated by reference numeral 1. Keyboard 1
comprises separate segments 2, 3 and 4 each having mounted thereto a .
plurality of keys 5. '
Segments 2 and 3 of keyboard 1 are mutually attached by means of
. hinge 6 which may provide one or more degrees of freedom of relative
movement between segments 2 and 3. Hinge 6 in the preferred embodiment
fs of ball and socket type construction.
Segment 4 of keyboard 1 which has mounted thereon numerical keys 5
15 attached to segment 3 of hinge 7. Hinge 7 may extend along line 8
{1lustrated in Fig. 1 so as to provide 1 degree of relative movement
between segments 3 and 4. Alternatively, 2 ball and socket type joint as
employed between segments 2 and 3 may be located at elther an upper or
lower end of line 8 in Fig. 1.
It should be appreciated that segments 2 and 3 of keyboard 1 may
pivot with respect to one another while each remaining in a single plane.
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Al keyboar dednoen tismal ncdh@mgm(:ﬁ@ron with a conputer or the |like amd having a
set of keys, the board conprising first and second segnents, each having a
sub-set of the set of keys nounted thereon, said segnents being coupled one
to the other by a joint which permts angul ar adjustnent of one segnent
wWith respect to three nutually perpendicul ar axes associated with the

ot her. 2. Appar atus according to Claim 1, wherein, in use, the segnents
are mutual ly sel f-supporting when adj usted
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Appar at us accor |ng_to any one laims 7 to 9 wherein the third segnment
conprises a nungric xQ%B}eéé%ard of c]ain 2 wher ein sald hinge means 1s a ball and
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S. The Keyboard of claim 2 wherein a support means is provided
gereraiiy oelow the hinge means so as to maintain a central region of the
xaybcard at a raised presslectad lavel. .

8. The keyboard of claim 1 wherein a number pad region of %the °

keybcard {s pivctable relative to one of said segments such that the
numper pad regisn may reside in a slana other thar %he plane of said
sagment to which said number pad region ts hinged.
7.  The keyboard of claim 1 being divided into segments which

coincide with generally accepted Keyboard areas.
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