When an audio streamsignal is transmtted, tne bit streaminformation for
determ ning the surround node and special -use node, including karaoke use,
is sensed from the signal at a node sensor (163). After the surround node
has been sensed, the audio data is converted by a decoder into a front
left, front center, and front right main audio signals and a back left and
back right surround audio signals in thelddrround node, which are

Abstract of the Disclosure (FIG. 3)

“AUDIO SYSTEM WHICH NOT ONLY ENABLES THE
APPLICATION OF THE SURROUND SYSTEM STANDARD

TO SPECIAL PLAYBACK USES BUT ALSO EASILY
MAINTAINS COMPATIBILITY WITH A SURROUND SYSTEM’

5 When an audio stream signal is transmitted, the bif
stream information for determining the surround mode and
special-use mode, including karacke use, is sensed from
the signal at a mode sensor (163). After the surround
mode has been sensed, the audio data is converted by a

10 decoder into a front left, front center, and front right
main audio signals and a back left and back right
surround audio signals in the surround mode, which are
converted into analog signals and outputted to the
corresponding speakers (8L, 8C, 8R, 8LS, 8RS). When the

15 | special-use mode has'been sensed, by using the central
main audio signal of the front left, front center, and
front right main audio signals and back left and back
right surround audio signals converted at the decoder, a
normally used first-type accompanying sound selectively

20 made unused, for example, qguide melody, is generated. In
addition, by using the back left and back right surround
audio signals, a normally unused second-type accompanying
sound selectively used, for example, vocals, is generated.
The first- and second-type accompanying sounds, together

25 with the front left and front right main audio signals,
are reproduced selectively. Consequently, a system that

transmits surround sound using a plurality of channels



converted into anal og signals and outputted to the correspondi ng speakers
(8L, 8C, 8R, 8LS, 8RS). Wien the special-use node has been sensed, by
using the central nmain audio signal of the front left, front center, and
front right main audio signals and back |eft and back right surround audio
signals converted at the decoder, a nornally used first-type acconpanyi ng
sound selectively made unused, for exanpB4, -guide nelody, is generated. In
addition, by using the back left and back right surround audio signals, a
normal |y unused second-type acconpanyi ng sound sel ectively used, for
exanpl e, vocatan iéifa®a8mAlcRmpathi®ifliityt widhd asS8e2rduniP 8 yateamearyngy
sounds, together wth the front left and front right mai n audi o sighals,
are reproduceghefll et yahyralGays ofuehanneld aye! applhed tor apedikl seeround
sound using a plurality of channels

such as karaocke, not being restricted to surround use.



