
- 1 -                 ARTIFICIAL FLOWER FORMING RIBBON  



This invention relates to a ribbon for forming an      artificial flower to
be used for the ornamentation of an      article, decoration of a room, or
the like.   5      US Patent No. 4476168 discloses an artificial flower 



forming ribbon of this type comprising a pair of      confronting strips
and at least one string disposed      therebetween, both the strips and the
string being joined  10 together at one of the ends thereof and at a
plurality of  



points on each of a plurality of transverse lines spaced     apart from
each other in the longitudinal direction so     that both the strips can be
moved relative to the string     in the longitudinal direction of the
string.  15 



In this conventional artificial flower forming ribbon,     when both the
strips are moved relative to the string in     the longitudinal direction
thereof, the ends of both the     strips approach each other, and the
portion between the  



20 ends of the strips and the line adjacent thereto as well     as portions
between lines adjacent to each other are     transformed into loop-like
shapes, and an artificial     flower is formed with these loop-like
transformed     portions as its petals. 



25     In this prior art ribbon, the distances between     respective lines
are made different to vary the sizes of     the loop-like petals and
improve the decorative property  
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flower, can be  further improved by 



varying the shapes of the petals, in place of or in      addition to
varying the sizes of the petals.     5 An object of the present invention
therefore to improve  



the decorative property of an artificial flower formed      from a ribbon
of this type.        According to the present invention, there is provided
an  10  artificial flower forming ribbon comprising a plurality 



of juxtaposed pairs of confronting strips and at least      one string
disposed between one of said pairs of strips,      wherein one pair of said
strips and said string are      joined together at one of their ends, and
wherein each  



15 pair of said strips and a plurality of said pairs of      strips are
joined to each other at a plurality of points      on each of a plurality
of lines spaced apart from each      other in their longitudinal direction
so that said      plurality of said pairs of strips can be moved relative 



20  to said string in the longitudinal direction of said     string.
The distances between the lines are preferably increased  



gradually from one end of the strips toward the other  25  ends thereof.
In the preferred embodiment, when the plurality of pairs     of the
confronting strips are moved relative to the 
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string in the longitudinal direction, the strip portions      between the
ends of the pairs of strips and the line      adjacent to the end as well
as the strip portions between      lines adjacent to each other are
respectively transformed  



5  into a plurality of narrow loop-like petals.   As a      result, an
artificial flower is produced with petals      which are different in shape
from the conventional one      can be obtained, each set of petals
presenting fineness,      and an improved visual appeal which enhances the 



10 decorative properties of the artificial flower.        In the preferred
embodiment, by setting the distances      between the lines to gradually
increase from one end of  



the strips toward the other end thereof, an artificial  15 flower having a
plurality of loop-like petals formed from     one strip portion and varying
little by little in size     can be obtained.   



A preferred embodiment of the invention will now be  20 described, by way
of example only, with reference to the     accompanying drawings, in which:



FIGURE 1 is a plan view of an artificial flower forming     ribbon
according to the present invention; and  25     FIGURE 2 is a perspective
view of an artificial flower     formed from the ribbon shown in Figure 1. 





-4-     Referring to Figures 1 and 2, an artificial flower            r
forming ribbon according to the present invention is      indicated as a
whole by reference numeral 38 and is shown      having three juxtaposed
pairs of confronting strips  



5  39,40,41 and at least one string 14 (two in the preferred
embodiment) is disposed between one pair of strips 40 in      the middle
row to extend along the strips.        In the preferred embodiment, the
pair of strips 40 in the 



10 middle row has the broadest width, and other pairs of      strips 39,41
positioned at both sides of the strips 40      have the same width.   The
width of each pair of the      strips 39,40,41 can be arbitrarily set.
Also, there may  



be two, four or more pairs of strips forming rows, in  15 place of three in
the preferred embodiment.        The pair of strips 40 in the middle row
and a string 14      are joined together at a portion or point 44 at their 



ends 42,18. Also, the pair of strips 40 in the middle  20 row and two pairs
of strips 39,41 are joined together at     portions or points 46 of their
ends. Accordingly, it can     be seen that the one end of a string 14 is
substantially  



joined to three pairs of strips 39,40,41.    25 Each pair of confronting
strips 39,40,41 as well as the     strips 39,40,41 in a row and adjacent to
each other are     joined together at a plurality of lines L[err]-L[err]
spaced apart 



from each other in the longitudinal direction so that the        



-5-     strips can be moved relative to the string 14 in the
the      longitudinal  direction  of  the  string.   The  strips
39,40,41 and the string 14 may be joined by welding or  



heat sealing or by using such joining means as, for   5 example, sewing,
adhesion, eyelets, staplers or the like.        In the preferred
embodiment, a distance S[err] between the      joint 44 at one end 42 of
the strips and the line L[err] 



adjacent thereto and each of distances S[err] S[err] and S[err]  10
between the lines L[err]-L[err], respectively, can be determined
arbitrarily, but they are preferably determined, to      gradually increase
from the one end 42 of the strips  



toward the other end 50.    15  According to this ribbon 38, an artificial
flower 52      (Figure 2) can be formed by moving the three pairs of
strips 39-41 relative to the string 14 leftward as viewed 



in Figure 1.  With  the relative movement of the three      pairs of
strips, the three rows of the strips joined  20  together at the joints 46
and 48 are transformed into      loops respectively at the portion A
between the joints  



44,46 at their one end and the line L[err], adjacent to the      joints
44,46 as well as the portion B between each pair      of lines
L[err]-L[err] adjacent to each other in the longitudinal  25  direction.
As a result, two sets of three loop-like     petals are obtained in each of
the portions A,B.   The 



reference numerals 54,56 in Figure 2 show respectively     the petals
formed from the broad strip 40 in the middle      
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formed from the narrow strips 39,41.     Also, in this embodiment, the
strips 39-41 are presented  



in a state where the other ends 58,60,62 thereof are     separated from
each other.       The strips 39,40,41 and the string 14 are respectively
made of woven fabric of synthetic fibre such as nylon 



fibre or polyester fibre as in the illustrated embodiment     as well as of
non-woven fabric, plastic tape such as  10 polypropylene tape or vinyl
tape, paper tape, woven     fabric of natural fibre, non-woven fabric of
natural  



fibre, or the like.         



-7 -                            CLAIMS        1.  An artificial flower
forming ribbon comprising a      plurality of juxtaposed pairs of
confronting strips and  



5  at least one string disposed between one of said pairs of      strips,
wherein one pair of said strips and said string      are joined together at
one of their ends, and wherein      each pair of said strips and a
plurality of said pairs of      strips are joined to each other at a
plurality of points 



10  on each of a plurality of lines spaced apart from each      other in
their longitudinal direction so that said      plurality of said pairs of
strips can be moved relative      to said string in the longitudinal
direction of said  



string.  15     2.  An artificial flower forming ribbon according to
claim 1 wherein the distances between said lines     gradually increase
from one of said ends of said strips 



toward the other of said ends.  20     3.  An artificial flower forming
ribbon substantially as     herein described with reference to the
accompanying  



drawings.    25    


