
A steam iron having a soleplate and a steam generator comprises a heater
circuit (40) having two parallel loops (44, 45), wherein a main soleplate
heating element (41) is arranged in a first loop (44), and wherein an
auxiliary soleplate heating element (42) and a steam generator heating
element (43) are arranged in a second loop (45). In the second loop (45), a
selector switch (46) is arranged, for either connecting the auxiliary
soleplate heating element (42) or the steam generator heating element (43)
to an electric power source (50). A position of the selector switch (46) is
determinative of an operating condition of the heater circuit (40). In one
possible operating condition, both soleplate heating elements (41, 42) are
connected to the electric power source (50). In this operating condition,
the soleplate is heated up fast, as all available electric power is used
for heating the soleplate. 


