
A fiber optic ribbon cable has optical connector assemblies and release
elements manufactured in line with the ribbon cable assembly so as to
provide a fixed, lateral spacing of the optical fibers relative to each
other within the connector assembly and has the remaining portion of the
cable manufactured whith an arbitrary lateral spacing of the optical fibers
relative to each other. A pair of adhesive tape layers are sandwiched
around the optical fibers, release elements and in-line optical connector
assemblies. The release elements provide access points to the optical
fibers for easy application of a connector in the field. To equip the cable
with a connector, the cable is cut near the midpoint of one of the access
points. After the cable is cut, the adhesive tape layers and the release
element may be easily peeled back exposing the optical fibers.    


