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CLAIMS 

 

1. A wagering apparatus comprising one or more slot machines and a server system 

controller in communication with the one or more slot machines adapted for playing a game, the 

one or more slot machines each comprising a defined number of reels and with the defined 

number of reels being capable of generating various reel outcomes as a result of a game being 

played, the server system controller configured to communicate with the one or more slot 

machines to: 

accept a wager from one or more players desiring to play a game;  

initiate a game after a wager has been accepted from the one or more players;  

generate at least one cash out option to any number of the one or more players prior to 

completion of the game; and 

issue a credit, tokens, currency, coupon, voucher or an award to any of the one or more 

players selecting the cash out option. 

2. The wagering apparatus of claim 1, wherein one or more of the defined number of 

reels are resolved at different times during a game.  

3. The wagering apparatus of claim 2, wherein there is a pause between when any of 

the reels are resolved and the at least one cash out option may be selected during the pause. 

4. The wagering apparatus of claim 3, wherein each of the reels are resolved 

sequentially during the game, with a pause occurring between each reel being resolved, and with 

any of the one or players being able to select the cash out option during the pause to end the 

game early. 

5. The wagering apparatus of claim 4, wherein each of the reels spin when a game is 

initiated and with the reels being resolved by stopping. 

6. The wagering apparatus of claim 5, wherein the one or more slot machines 

comprise at least one of a mechanical or electronic slot machine, and with the reels of the 

mechanical slot machine actually spinning when a game is played, and with the reels of the 

electronic slot machine being displayed to give the appearance of spinning when a game is 

played. 

7. The wagering apparatus of claim 1, wherein the server system controller is further 

configured to communicate with the one or more slot machines to:  
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complete the game at least where the cash out option is not selected; and  

issue a credit, tokens, currency, coupon, voucher or an award to any of the one or more 

players that have won the game. 

8. The wagering apparatus of claim 7, wherein the cash out option comprises at least 

one of a full or partial buy-out proposal, wherein the full or partial buy-out proposal is made 

coinciding with the reel outcomes that is less than all the reel outcomes. 

9. The wagering apparatus of claim 8, wherein accepting the partial buy-out results 

in the one or more players remaining eligible to win. 

10. The wagering apparatus of claim 8, wherein accepting the full buy-out results in 

the one or more players no longer being eligible to win. 

11. The wagering apparatus of claim 1, wherein the amount of the cash out option is 

variable and based on at least one of a calculated probability, an originator of the proposal, a 

negotiation, the one or more players or a third party. 

12. The wagering apparatus of claim 1, wherein the one or more slot machines further 

comprise one or more of a user input, a payment acceptor, or a link to a customer account for 

receiving a wager from the one or more players desiring to play a game. 

13. The wagering apparatus of claim 12, wherein the wager comprises one or more of 

a credit, tokens, currency, coupon, voucher or an award. 

14. A method of conducting a multi-outcome wagering event for one or more players, 

wherein the multi-outcome wagering event comprises one or more slot machine games resulting 

in a defined number of reel outcomes, and wherein a player is presented with at least one of a 

buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer prior to completion of all of the defined number of reel 

outcomes, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing one or more wagering input devices comprising at least one of a mechanical 

and electronic slot machine, in communication with a system controller through which one or 

more players may participate in the multi-outcome wagering event, the slot machine comprising 

a defined number of reels that are adapted to display a reel outcome for each of the defined 

number of reels, with the reels of a mechanical slot machine actually spinning when a game is 

played, and with the reels of an electronic slot machine being displayed to give the appearance of 

spinning when a game is played, the slot machine further comprising one or more of a user input, 

a payment acceptor, or a link to a customer account for receiving a wager from a player, the slot 
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machine further comprising an input for receiving an acceptance of at least one of a buyout offer 

and a partial buy-out offer, and the slot machine further comprising a user output for issuing a 

credit, tokens, currency or an award to a player, said system controller being adapted for:  

initiating the multi-outcome wagering event for one or more players, wherein one 

or more jackpots, or a portion thereof, is awarded at least where a particular number of 

the defined number of reel outcomes are determined; 

receiving a wager via one or more of a user input, a payment acceptor, or a link to 

a customer account of the at least one slot machine in response to input from a player 

desiring to participate in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein the wager coincides 

with each of the defined number of reel outcomes; 

initiating and causing the reels of the at least one slot machine to be displayed as 

spinning, wherein when the at least one slot machine is a mechanical slot machine, the 

reels actually spin, and wherein when the at least one slot machine is an electronic slot 

machine, the reels are displayed to give the appearance of spinning;  

generating and causing display via the at least one slot machine an outcome of 

each of the defined number of reel outcomes to a player, wherein the reel outcomes of at 

least some of the reels are displayed at defined intervals to the player, wherein display of 

the reel outcomes to the player coincides with the spinning of at least some of the reels 

having stopped, and wherein the spinning of at least some of the reels is stopped at 

defined intervals;  

identifying one or more players eligible to win at least one jackpot based on the 

reel outcomes from among players participating in the multi-outcome wagering event;  

initiating and causing display of at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-

out offer via the at least one slot machine to any number of the one or more players that 

are eligible to win at least one jackpot for at least a portion of said at least one jackpot, at 

least one of said buy-out and partial buy-out offers being initiated at any time before the 

multi-outcome wagering event has been completed, wherein a buy-out offer or partial 

buyout offer is made at any time before the multi-outcome wagering event has been 

completed coinciding with the outcome of a defined number of reel outcomes that is less 

than all the reel outcomes, wherein the at least one buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer 

may be initiated and displayed when one or more reels are spinning, when one or more 
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reels are stopped, or when one or more reels are spinning and one or more reels are 

stopped;  

receiving an acceptance of at least one of the buyout and partial buy-out offers via 

the input of the at least one slot machine in response to input from a particular number of 

the players that have accepted the buyout offer or partial buyout offer, each of the players 

accepting the buy-out offer will no longer be eligible to exclusively win the at least one 

jackpot, wherein each of the one or more players not accepting the buy-out offer will 

remain eligible to win the at least one jackpot, and wherein each of the one or more 

players accepting a partial buy-out offer remains eligible to win at least a portion of the at 

least one jackpot, wherein where a player accepts a buy-out offer, the player receives at 

least a portion of at least one jackpot that relates to the reel outcomes that have not yet 

been determined at the time of acceptance, wherein where a player does not accept a buy-

out offer, the reel outcomes that have not yet been completed are considered and the 

player remains eligible for winning at least one jackpot, and wherein where a player 

accepts a partial buy-out offer, the player remains eligible for winning a least a portion of 

at least one jackpot;  

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least 

one slot machine to the one or more players accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out 

offer;  

completing the remainder of the defined number of reel outcomes to finish the 

multi-outcome wagering event with respect to the at least one slot machine where a 

player has not accepted either the buyout offer or partial buyout, or has accepted a partial 

buyout offer;  

determining if any of the players have won the at least one jackpot or portion 

thereof;  

notifying the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof via the at least 

one slot machine; and  

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least 

one slot machine to the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof.  

15. The method of claim 14, wherein a designated reel outcome of the multi-outcome 

wagering event is completed to determine if there is a winner of a particular jackpot, and wherein 
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there is a span of time before the designated reel outcome is completed, the method further 

comprising initiating one or more buy-out or partial buy-out offers for the designated reel 

outcome during the span of time. 

16. The method of claim 14, wherein accepting a partial buy-out offer comprises a 

player accepting less than the buy-out offer amount, said acceptance resulting in the player 

remaining eligible to win at least a portion of at least one jackpot, consolation prize or bonus 

prize. 

17. The method of claim 14, further comprising providing a plurality of slot machines 

in communication with the system controller and providing capability for participation by a 

plurality of participants. 

18. The method of claim 14, further comprising initiating multiple buy-out offers to at 

least one player, said multiple buy-out offers each coinciding with the outcome of a defined 

number of reel outcomes, said buy-out offers being initiated at any time before the multi-

outcome wagering event has been completed.  

19. A wagering system including one or more wagering input devices for allowing the 

placement of a wager on a multi-outcome wagering event comprising one or more wagering 

events, the wagering system comprising: 

one or more wagering input devices comprising at least one of a mechanical and 

electronic slot machine in communication with a system controller, the slot machine comprising 

a defined number of reels that are adapted to display a reel outcome for each of the defined 

number of reels, with the reels of a mechanical slot machine actually spinning when a game is 

played, and with the reels of an electronic slot machine being displayed to give the appearance of 

spinning when a game is played, the slot machine further comprising one or more of a user input, 

a payment acceptor, or a link to a customer account for receiving a wager from a player, the slot 

machine further comprising an input for receiving an acceptance of at least one of a buyout offer 

and a partial buy-out offer, and the slot machine further comprising a user output for issuing a 

credit, tokens, currency or an award to a player, said system controller configured to:  

initiate the multi-outcome wagering event for one or more players, said multi-outcome 

wagering event comprising one or more slot machine games that result in a defined number of 

reel outcomes, wherein one or more jackpots, or portions thereof, is awarded where at least a 

particular number of the defined number of reel outcomes are determined;  
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receive a wager via one or more of a user input, a payment acceptor, or a link to a 

customer account of the at least one slot machine in response to input from a player desiring to 

participate in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein the wager coincides with each of the 

defined number of reel outcomes;  

initiating and causing the reels of the at least one slot machine to be displayed as 

spinning, wherein when the at least one slot machine is a mechanical slot machine, the reels 

actually spin, and wherein when the at least one slot machine is an electronic slot machine, the 

reels are displayed to give the appearance of spinning;  

generate and cause display via the at least one slot machine an outcome of each of the 

defined number of reel outcomes received to a player, wherein the reel outcomes of at least some 

of the reels are displayed at defined intervals to the player, wherein display of the reel outcomes 

to the player coincides with the spinning of at least some of the reels having stopped, and 

wherein the spinning of at least some of the reels is stopped at defined intervals;  

identify one or more players eligible to win at least one jackpot based on each of the 

defined number of reel outcomes from among players participating in the multi-outcome 

wagering event;  

initiate and cause display of at least one of a buy-out offer and partial buy-out offer via 

the at least one slot machine to any number of the one or more players that are eligible to win the 

at least one jackpot, at least one of said buy-out and partial buy-out offers being for at least a 

portion of said at least one jackpot and being initiated at any time before the multi-outcome 

wagering event has been completed, wherein a buy-out offer or partial buyout offer is made at 

any time before the multi-outcome wagering event has been completed coinciding with the 

outcome of a defined number of reel outcomes that is less than all the reel outcomes, wherein the 

at least one buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer may be initiated and displayed when one or 

more reels are spinning, when one or more reels are stopped, or when one or more reels are 

spinning and one or more reels are stopped;  

receive an acceptance of at least one of said buy-out and partial buy-out offers via the 

input of the at least one slot machine in response to input from a particular number of players 

eligible to win the at least one jackpot that have accepted the buy-out offers or partial buy-out 

offers, wherein each of the one or more players accepting a buyout offer will no longer be 

eligible to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherein each of the one or more players not 
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accepting a buy-out offer will remain eligible to win the at least one jackpot, and wherein each of 

the one or more players accepting a partial buy-out offer remains eligible to win at least a portion 

of the at least one jackpot, wherein where a player does not accept a buy-out offer, the reel 

outcomes that have not yet been completed are considered and the player remains eligible for 

winning at least one jackpot, and wherein where a player accepts a partial buy-out offer, the 

player remains eligible for winning a least a portion of at least one jackpot;  

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least one slot 

machine to the one or more players accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer;  

complete the remainder of the defined number of reel outcomes to finish the multi-

outcome wagering event with respect to the at least one slot machine at least where a player has 

not accepted either the buyout offer or partial buyout, or has accepted a partial buyout offer;  

determine if any of the players have won the at least one jackpot or a portion thereof;  

notify the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof via the at least one slot 

machine; and  

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least one slot 

machine to the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof.  

20. A wagering input device used in a wagering system for allowing the placement of 

a wager in a multi-outcome wagering event comprising one or more slot machine games 

resulting in a defined number of reel outcomes, wherein one or more jackpots, or a portion 

thereof, is awarded at least where a particular number of the defined number of reel outcomes are 

determined, the wagering input device comprising at least one of a mechanical and electronic 

slot machine being adapted for communication with a system controller, the slot machine 

comprising a defined number of reels that are adapted to display a reel outcome for each of the 

defined number of reels, with the reels of a mechanical slot machine actually spinning when a 

game is played, and with the reels of an electronic slot machine being displayed to give the 

appearance of spinning when a game is played, the slot machine further comprising one or more 

of a user input, a payment acceptor, or a link to a customer account for receiving a wager from a 

player, the slot machine further comprising an input for receiving an acceptance of at least one of 

a buyout offer and a partial buy-out offer, and the slot machine further comprising a user output 

for issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an award to a player, said wagering input device 

configured to:  
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place a wager via one or more of a user input, a payment acceptor, or a link to a customer 

account of the at least one slot machine in response to input from a player desiring to participate 

in the multi-outcome wagering event, wherein the wager coincides with each of the defined 

number of reel outcomes;  

initiating and causing the reels of the at least one slot machine to be displayed as 

spinning, wherein when the at least one slot machine is a mechanical slot machine, the reels 

actually spin, and wherein when the at least one slot machine is an electronic slot machine, the 

reels are displayed to give the appearance of spinning;  

generate and cause display via the slot machine an outcome of each of the defined 

number of reel outcomes received to a player, wherein the reel outcomes of at least some of the 

reels are displayed at defined intervals to the player, wherein display of the reel outcomes to the 

player coincides with the spinning of at least some of the reels having stopped, and wherein the 

spinning of at least some of the reels is stopped at defined intervals;  

identify where a player is eligible to win at least one jackpot based on each of the defined 

number of reel outcomes;  

receive and cause display of at least one of a buy-out offer and a partial buy-out offer via 

the slot machine where a player is eligible to win the at least one jackpot, at least one of said 

buy-out and partial buyout offers being for at least a portion of said at least one jackpot and said 

buy-out offer being received at any time before the multi-outcome wagering event has been 

completed, wherein a buy-out offer or partial buyout offer is made at any time before the multi-

outcome wagering event has been completed coinciding with the outcome of a defined number 

of reel outcomes that is less than all the reel outcomes, wherein the at least one buy-out offer or 

partial buy-out offer may be initiated and displayed when one or more reels are spinning, when 

one or more reels are stopped, or when one or more reels are spinning and one or more reels are 

stopped;  

submit an acceptance of at least one of the buy-out offer and partial buy-out offer via the 

input of the at least one slot machine, wherein a player accepting the buy-out offer will no longer 

be eligible to exclusively win the at least one jackpot, wherein a player not accepting the buy-out 

offer will remain eligible to win the at least one jackpot, and wherein a player accepting a partial 

buy-out offer will remain eligible to win at least a portion of the at least a portion of the at least 

one jackpot, wherein where a player does not accept a buy-out offer, the reel outcomes that have 
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not yet been completed are considered and the player remains eligible for winning at least one 

jackpot, and wherein where a player accepts a partial buy-out offer, the player remains eligible 

for winning a least a portion of at least one jackpot;  

issue a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least one slot 

machine to the one or more players accepting the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer; 

identify if a player has won the at least one jackpot or portion thereof after the defined 

number of reel outcomes has been determined;  

notify the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof via the at least one slot 

machine; and  

issuing a credit, tokens, currency or an award via the user output of the at least one slot 

machine to the players that have won the jackpot or portion thereof.  

21. The wagering input device of claim 20, further comprising:  

at least one input device,  

at least one display device,  

at least one processor, and  

at least one memory device which stores a plurality of instructions which when executed 

by at least one processor, cause the at least one processor to operate with the at least one display 

device to display multi-outcome wagering event game options for the placement of a wager. 

22. The method of claim 20, wherein the one or more jackpots, the portion thereof, or 

the award comprises one or more selected from the group consisting of monetary awards, 

nonmonetary awards, a prize, a payment, a designated currency, virtual currency, tokens, credits, 

coupons, services, personal property, real property, virtual property, assets, investments, 

negotiable instruments, commodities, food, lodging, entertainment, alleviation of obligations, 

gaming opportunities and wager enhancement. 

23. The system of claim 20, wherein upon acceptance of the buy-out offer or partial 

buy-out offer by a player, the system further comprises at least one or more of: 

transferring an entitlement of the player to at least one third party or another player, so 

that the at least one third party or another player becomes eligible to win the at least one jackpot 

or portion thereof; 

transferring ownership or partial ownership of the player, in at least a portion of the 

player's wager, to at least one third party or another player, so that the at least one third party or 
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another player obtains ownership or partial ownership and becomes eligible to win the at least 

one jackpot or portion thereof;  

relinquishing rights of the player, in at least a portion of the player's wager corresponding 

to the buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer, before the one or more slot machine games has been 

completed; and  

initiating and causing display of at least a portion of the player's wager corresponding to 

the accepted buy-out offer or partial buy-out offer for at least one of bidding and selection by one 

or more third parties. 

24. The system of claim 20, further comprising a cash out option, the system 

controller further configured to:  

receive a selection of the cash out option from any of the one or more players that desire 

to fully or partially end the wager, wherein the selection of the cash out option from any of the 

one or more players is provided via one or more of the one or more slot machines, a hand held 

device, a mobile device, a wireless device, a computing system, a smart phone, a telephone, a 

tablet computer, text messaging, a PDA, an interactive television, email, Internet browser or a 

cashier;  

wherein any of the one or more players selecting the cash out option to fully end the 

wager no longer participates in the one or more slot machine games, and any of the one or more 

players selecting the cash out option to partially end the wager continues to participate in the one 

or more slot machine games; and  

issue to the one or more players that selected the cash out option one or more of cash, 

tickets or credit slips redeemable by the player, funding of a player's electronically recordable 

identification card or online account, or an award. 


