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manufacture is registered in a data length of 5 bits. A

piece of information on the time (hour) of manufacture is
registered in a data length of 5 bits, and a piece of
information on the time (minute) of manufacture is
registered in a data length of 6 bits. A piece of
information on the validity term of ink is registered in
a data length of 6 bits, and a piece of information on
the after-unsealed validity term is registered in a data
length of 5 bits. This arrangement enables the specific
information relating to the ink cartridge, for example,
pieces of information on the manufacture of the 1ink
cartridge and those on remaining quantities of the
respective inks, to be stored efficiently into the
storage element, while reducing the manufacturing cost of

the ink cartridge.

Fig. 7

40



