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(57) Abstract: A smooth transition is effected between adja-
cent digital information bursts transmitted in different modula-
tion formats by selecting a first sequence for a first digital sym-
bol burst to be transmitted, which first sequence comprises a set
of end symbols with a first particular symbol pattern. A second
sequence for a second digital symbol burst is also selected for
transmission after the first digital symbol burst, which second
sequence comprises a set of start symbols with a second par-
ticular symbol pattern. The first digital symbol burst is modu-
lated in a first modulation format and the second digital symbol
burst is modulated in a second modulation format different than
the first modulation format. Thereafter, the modulated first and
second digital symbol bursts are transmitted. The transmission
of the second digital symbol burst starts upon completion of
the transmission of the first digital information symbol at an
instant so selected that transmission of the end set of bits of the
first code sequence is synchronized in time with the start set of
bits of the second code sequence.
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