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(57) Abstract: One or more encapsulation tunnel aggregator devices are distributed across a provider's network. The tunnel aggregator
device(s) may receive clean return traffic from a managed security router (MSR) and route the traffic to a customer endpoint via an
encapsulation tunnel, thereby reducing the routing burden on the MSR. The tunnel aggregator device(s) may be deployed in physical
or logical proximity to an MSR, which may facilitate the routing of return traffic from the MSR to the tunnel aggregator device(s),
for ultimate transmission to a customer endpoint. In other examples, a tunnel aggregator device may be deployed in proximity to other

provider network resources, such as a provider edge router.
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