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agai nst4a brown background whi ch was judged of .definition suitable for
machi ne r eladimglement for forming a color-differentiated image comprising a support having thereon a metastable

aggregated-metal colloid comprised of discrete aggregations of particles of a Group Ib metal dispersed
in a polymeric matrix, said aggregates having a color dlfferent from that of said particles in non-
aggregated form. .
45
2. The met_astable element of Claim 1, characterized in that said metal is silver.

3. The metastable element of Claim 1, characterized in that said polymeric matrix comprises a hydrophilic
. polymer.
60
4. The metastable element of Claim 3, characterized in that said hydrophilic polymer is gelatin.
5. The metastable element of Claim 4, characterized in that said gelatin is comprised of deionized bone
gelatin. :
65
6. The element of Claim 1, characterized in that said support is a plastic film.

7. The element of Claim 6, characterized in that said support is polyethylene terephthalate.
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definiti ﬂihesbf'at@-pth\ethlt%ss having an aperture approximately the size of the flash unit lens. The flash unit
.35 was placed against the frame and the flash was activated. The exposure created a print of the bar code in
various shades of green and yellow against a brown background which was judged of definition suitable for

machine reading.

Claims
40
' 1. An slement for forming a color-differentiated image comprising a support having thereon a metastable
aggregated-metal colloid comprised of discrete aggregations of particles of a Group Ib metal dispersed
in a polymeric matrix, said aggregates having a color different from that of said particles in non-
aggregated form.
45 :
2. The metastable element of Claim 1, characterized in that said metal is silver.

3. The metastable element of Claim 1, characterized in that said polymeric matrix comprises a hydrophilic
polymer. .
50
4. The metastable element of Claim 3, characterized in that said hydrophilic polymer is gelatin.

5. The metastable element of Claim 4, characterized in that said gelatin is compnsed of deionized bone
gelatin.
55
6. The element of Claim 1, characterized in that said support is a plastic film.

7. The element of Claim 6, characterized in that said support is polysthylene terephthalate.
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Revendications
- 45 1. Elément permettant de former une image de couleurs différenciées comprenant un support recouvert
d'un colloide métallique aggloméré métastable constitué d'agrégations discrétes de particules d'un
métal du groupe Ib dispersées dans une matrice polymére, lesdits agrégats ayant une couleur
différente de celle desdites particules sous forme non agglomérée.

- 50 2. Elément métastable selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que ledit métal est I'argent.

3. Elément rﬁetastable selon la revendication 1, caractérisé en ce que ladite matrice polymére comprend
un polymére hydrophile.

56 4. FElément métastable selon la revendication 3, caractérisé en ce que ledit polymére hydrophile est la
~ gélatine.
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