Magneti c Recordi ng Medi um and Magnetic Recording/ -
Repr oduci ng Apparatus ABSTRACT A magnetic recording
medi um havi ng a magnetic pattern nmagnetically
partitioning a nmagnetic kﬁyer, fornmed on a
non- magneti c substrate, erein the magnetic pattern
is conprised of magnetic regions and non-nmagnetic
regi ons surroundi ng each of the nagnetic regions,
t he non-nmagnetic regions form depressions, the
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the magnetic pattern comprises data areas and servo information
areas, and the difference between the areal ratio of the depressions
in the data areas and the areal ratio therecf in the servo

information areas is within =10%. The magnetic areas preferably
comprise a magnetic layer having a granular structure comprised
of magnetic grains each surrounded by an oxide, or a two-layer
structure comprising the granular structure and a non-granular
structure formed on the granular structure. Themagnetic recording
medium exhibits stable head-floating characteristics, and thus,
the largest floating height can be reduced, and a high recording

density can be obtained.
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