TITLE USER-AUTHORED NOTES ON SHARED DOCUMENTS 5BACKGROUND [1]
User-authored notes on shared documents represent a process for exposing comments about a
document to users of the document. In some situations, there is no intuitive way for a document's
author to notify readers about information pertaining to the whole document. For example, document
authors 10 may wish to notify other users of updated sections or provide background details. Thus,
the conventional strategy is to send email or include messages within the document. This often causes
problems because the conventional strategy doesT@LEecessarily provide the information in a readily
accessible or intuitive manner. For example, emails may not remain associated with the document. 15
SUMMARY [2] ThidJSkRAfEy i QRIivid&dQd brSrOdu G-\ sdEr i @ bbiabEEs in a simplified form
that are further described below in the Detailed Description. This Summary is not intended to identify
key features or essential features of the 20claimed subject matter. Nor is this Summary intended to be
used to limit the claimed subject matter's scoge. !3! User-authored notes on shared documents
may besprovided. A shared document may b ast one note may be associated with the
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exposing comments about a document to users of the document. In some
situations, there is no intuitive way for a document's author to notify readers about
information pertaining to the whole document. For example, document authors

10  may wish to notify other users of updated sections or provide background details.
Thus, the conventional strategy is to send email or include messages within the
document. This often causes problems because the conventional strategy does
not necessarily provide the information in a readily accessible or intuitive manner.
For example, emails may not remain associated with the document.

15

SUMMARY
[002] This Summary is provided to introduce a selection of concepts in a
simplified form that are further described below in the Detailed Description. This
Summary is not intended to identify key features or essential features of the

20 claimed subject matter. Nor is this Summary intended to be used to limit the
claimed subject matter’s scope.

[003] User-authored notes on shared documents may be provided. A
shared document may be saved and at least one note may be associated with the

document. When a user displays the document, the associated note may be



[4] Both the foregoing general description and the following detailed description provide examples and
are explanatory only. Accordingly, the 5foregoing general description and the following detailed
description should not be considered to be restrictive. Further, features or variations may be provided
in addition to those set forth herein. For example, embodiments may be directed to various feature

combinationg @ied &brs@ R ISELIRRErHRsCuhad dnthegaiailem diere )i aNo WA RRIEE REGERIPTION

OF THE DRAWINGS [5] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and constitute a
part of this gigclosiare, illustrate various embodiments of the present invention. In the drawings: 15[006]
FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a user-authored note display; [7] FIG. 2 is a flow chart of a method for

providing user-autiooay rRE8s Bie IosgdiAgYEnemsdescriflibh@ndthe adnewing aatameal a

user-authored note displayed as an overlay; 20[009] FIG. 3B is a block diagram of an alternate

arrangemerje&¥cipeei prei1aece e ispliaved ae anavaiday only. [ACLbigingIis ehklock diagram of a
user-authored note displayed adjacent to a shared document; and [11] FIG. 5 is a block
diagrarg of #opygisiAYyinelveiatde sentvidingridetesoldbwing detailed description should not be

considered to be restrictive. Further, features or variations may be provided in

addition to those set forth herein. For example, embodiments may be directed to

various feature combinations and sub-combinations described in the detailed

description.

10

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

[005] The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in and
constitute a part of this disclosure, illustrate various embodiments of the present
invention. In the drawings:

15 [006] FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a user-authored note display;

[007] FIG. 2 is a flow chart of a method for providing user-authored notes
on shared documents;

[008] FIG. 3Ais a block diagram of a user-authored note displayed as an
overlay;

20 [009] FIG. 3B is a block diagram of an alternate arrangement of a user-
authored note displayed as an overlay;

[010] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a user-authored note displayed
adjacent to a shared document; and

[011] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a system including a computing device.

25



DETAILED DESCRIPTION [12] The following detailed description refers to the accompanying
drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference numbers are used in the drawings and the following
description to refer to the same or similar elements. 5While embodiments of the invention may be
described, modifications, adaptations, and other implementations are possible. For example,
substitutions, additions, or modification$ymap e masiede the eleynents illustrated in the drawings, and
the methods described herein may be modified by substituting, reordering, or adding stages to the

disclosed methods[oﬁgq:orquu@kmrf@Imm@é%@ipﬁbﬂqx@ggpgiwtﬁgﬁcegh{m;ﬁn\oﬁginvention.

Instead, the proper scope of the invention is defined by the appended claims. User-authored

notes on sharagidlgeunigntsanay hiesBnedderd Samsistaniaite embedrselts @idaarrmesent invention,
FIG. 1 shows a block diagram of a user-authored notes display 100. Display 100 may comprise a note

15board incleliningsfissianeie flovane plyseeistibhGoakden geaanddiate ddSinflansisieriitgth
embodiments of the invention, reply note 150 may be located below and/or indented relative to first

note 135 whgmifernbetfirheRtsunEitsasvaneply italjrbenmieHifed; imbapieatighsnay comprise a
priority indicator 110, a user icon 115, a communicator icon 120, a note origin field 125, a priority icon

130, an 20eslifpitnont3and bate texpldidennstions aye aod S0 NFeteXph sty indicator

110 may comprise a colored line across the top of first note 105 that may be colored red for a high
priority noteaygitmrdobametiRlapideriyagiee made to the elements illustrated in the

drawings, and the methods described herein may be modified by substituting,
reordering, or adding stages to the disclosed methods. Accordingly, the following
10 detailed description does not limit the invention. Instead, the proper scope of the
invention is defined by the appended claims.
[013] User-authored notes on shared documents may be provided.
Consistent with embodiments of the present invention, FIG. 1 shows a block
diagram of a user-authored notes display 100. Display 100 may comprise a note
15 board including a first note 105, a reply note 150, and a second note 155.
Consistent with embodiments of the invention, reply note 150 may be located
below and/or indented relative to first note 105 when reply note 150 comprises a
reply to first note 105. First note 105 may comprise a priority indicator 110, a user
icon 115, a communicator icon 120, a note origin field 125, a priority icon 130, an
20 edit button 135, a note text 140, and a command button 145. For example,
priority indicator 110 may comprise a colored line across the top of first note 105
that may be colored red for a high priority note, yellow for a normal priority note,
and green for a low priority note. Alternate color schemes are consistent with

further embodiments of the invention, and embodiments of the invention may



and green for a low priority note. Alternate color schemes are consistent with further embodiments of
the invention, and embodiments of the invention may indicate priority by other means such as priority
icon 130, a background pattern, a background color, and a border. [014] User icon 115 may
comprise, for example, a picture of the note's author, an icon selected by the author, an icon assigned

to the authghABSIE LG AT GESERHREEAY SueAteagmMdekiiconoteoCapaMkRIAIBRRd) anay

comprise an indicator of the note author's online status such as being colored green if the author is
available anshgd@@uaigx o dheamidRopdrdat available. A reader of the note may click on communicator
icon 120 to send an IM to the note's author. Note origin field 125 may comprise information about the

note comprising thp 14]awiker scBame siRshipedinjite ftewastecatemktBroofieamotaqd may

comprise a graphical indicator for the note's priority. For example, an exclamation point may indicate a
high priorityziakanthaddmde R RAYHEEOBIB R MWdYIPEES ipRteY termtristert gyithrinhiogiments of

the invention, a user may click on priority icon 130 to change the priority of an existing note. Edit

button §35, iphieRebpestafing, At diopproiouie ¢ dadresshamistatare o 1R uievsr antfsisauthor of a

note allowing editing of the note's content and/or deleting the note. Note text 140 may comprise any

text enteredayitiaecaQIe 6faAHEAGLE UEXGNNR e ates uhaThinyisbitrdafgieciegdres of the
document that the document should not be shared externally, that the document may be copyrighted,

that feedbaelih O avesielt and/ osdnayFegaesidankase unddntoraialng. taradertefitkthe
document in context, among other comments. Command button 145 may comprise a user interface

control that,nwhemaglefittdo meynatnwiiaatseidorse BT toeskin delrtav ebangeprsugitd/or re-order
any displayed notes. Command button 145 may also allow a user to add a new note and/or reply to an
existing 25nqige origin field 125 may comprise information about the note comprising the
10 author's name and the time the note was created. Priority icon 130 may comprise
a graphical indicator for the note's priority. For example, an exclamation point
may indicate a high priority note and a down arrow may indicate a low priority
note. Consistent with embodiments of the invention, a user may click on priority
icon 130 to change the priority of an existing note. Edit button 135, when
15 selected, may be configured to present an interface to a viewer and/or author of a
note allowing editing of the note's content and/or deleting the note. Note text 140
may comprise any text entered by the note's author. For example, the note's
author may wish to inform readers of the document that the document should not
be shared externally, that the document may be copyrighted, that feedback is
20 requested, and/or may suggest background information to review to put the
document in context, among other comments. Command button 145 may
comprise a user interface control that, when selected, may allow a user to select,
edit, delete, change priority, and/or re-order any displayed notes. Command

button 145 may also allow a user to add a new note and/or reply to an existing

25 note.



[15] FIG. 2 is a flow chart setting forth the general stages involved in a method 200 consistent with an
embodiment of the invention for providing user-authored notes on shared documents. Method 200
may be implemented using a computing device 500 as described in more detail below with respect to
FIG. 5. 5 Ways to implement the stages of method 200 will be described in greater detail below.

Method 200 may heais] atstaring Blae29%aAnsbRIAgIeAaIRAgENR LA wheyesaaruvERgrdgvice 500

may store a document. For example, computing dewce 500 may store an electronic word processing

document inirnAgd MbesA3IGE W iltitHSaiSepinRTiRRshins dacuentisnthn foadipgakeable storage

509 10 and/or a non-removeable storage 510 associated with computing device 500. Consistent with

embodimentggfdhalinvesdiom she@derdoteith eny. bstatriZwnanaihes wopleniesee\ish§is.

Computing device 518 may be operatively connected to computing device 500 via a communication

connection BafJtAingasviie. SU0nRs eg cHbees 5 Aomnaaanb diedammesh svefdimdntsnet to 15

computing device 518 for storage on a SharePoint Server as produced by Microsoft(r) Corporation of

Redmomnd, WaghineteiplemdatiHeretagiaas Al&hvhereocampdinesiened rPgreadididocument,

method 200 may advance to stage 215 where computing device 500 may store a note associated with

the documepg|dwr M@fﬁ@lfztmrﬂwmgn’f'&t%tmﬂh@@waf% 20d¢ arm)tﬁ‘d@ééé dﬁ§tﬁg@ﬂl1@
communicate information related to the document such as a caution not to share the document outside

of a user's qig@nzat ATpatiGHLEYibadEIarag sitnenatiobutimationaegalnaeepotingdates and/or
revisions, and/or a request for comments and/or review. These are examples only, and the note text

may be entejeddecsovmulystbeenatescatitbnictadralprecessiny tdumennpientridhe Besociated with
the document and stored to the same memory storage as the document or may be stored to an

alternate memgddsiitagessrgvtherdpanmentdconxsientimith emhadimenialsitibiagenson,
computing device 500 may also store information about the note such as the note author's name, user
icon, admesidygr henotewescapitatdorstied1angkégociated with computing device 500.
Consistent with embodiments of the invention, the document may be stored on
another computing device 518. Computing device 518 may be operatively
connected to computing device 500 via a communication connection 516. For
example, computing device 500 may send the document over the Internet to
15 computing device 518 for storage on a SharePoint Server as produced by
Microsoft® Corporation of Redmond, Washington.
[016] From stage 210, where computing device 500 stored the document,
method 200 may advance to stage 215 where computing device 500 may store a
note associated with the document. For example, the document's author may
20 add a note to the document to communicate information related to the document
such as a caution not to share the document outside of a user's organization or
group, background information, information regarding recent updates and/or
revisions, and/or a request for comments and/or review. These are examples

only, and the note text may be entered free-form by the note's author to include

25 anytext. The note may be associated with the document and stored to the same

5



5deleted, contact information for the note's author, and/or a priority level for the note. [17] Once
computing device 500 stores the note associated with the shared document in stage 215, method 200
may continue to stage 220 where computing device 500 may retrieve the shared document and the
associated 10 note. For example, a user other than the document's author may open the shared

document for&linBIpYsHRaR) S HENAES R BRI D ORRIRIRISAHr 68 THOHHNAIERYIRE ﬁ{g}ngg,mputing device
500 may retrieve the document and the associated note as part of the document opening process.

[18] After caimpHiBaIRYigR YL RN e TORsHesAE Wias eRBIRME Hie dResaeiaiggmote in stage

220, method 200 may proceed to stage 225 where computing device 500 may provide a user interface

(U1) elemeng der sligiplg)iagideesoten p aR¥ASIIE. iGRINRRLBE 88WGetRBthBIaYsNEPViiLtRdTRIE option
operable to display the note in the software application used to open the document. The user may

select the Ui glrbrentiereausreihecsnfnarr srplipatienierdigrlay tegtedasane@temdele as described
above with respect to FIG. 1, and further described below with respect to FIGs. 3A, 3B, and 4.

Consistent Wilkeembedinantmirhatioreolene MultRen8ier aay beasaotigias, witothieedocument
and may be displayed as a group of all notes, a subset of available notes, and/or singly. For example,

a Ul elemenigagay be provided to display a subset of notes created by 25 the same note author.
[19] After computing device 500 provides the Ul element in stage 225, method 200 may proceed to

stage 230 where cpnpption ce'vemplfingaedeiesonetofieshies hete eissasrae@iginite the
document has been designated as high priority by the note's author and/or another user. For example,

a note Sautkparedyddesigirateithatagie2as higbthoaritp@niag tortiteenotstigjerea@dHeansistent with
embodiments of the invention, a user may review the note and change the note's priority to designate
the note as &ighpuididtylevice 500 may retrieve the shared document and the associated
10 note. For example, a user other than the document's author may open the
shared document for display via a software application operating on computing
device 500. Computing device 500 may retrieve the document and the
associated note as part of the document opening process.
[018] After computing device 500 retrieves the stored document and the
15 associated note in stage 220, method 200 may proceed to stage 225 where
computing device 500 may provide a user interface (Ul) element for displaying the
note. For example, computing device 500 may provide a menu option operable to
display the note in the software application used to open the document. The user
may select the Ul element to cause the software application to display the
20 associated note as described above with respect to FIG. 1, and further described
below with respect to FIGs. 3A, 3B, and 4. Consistent with embodiments of the
invention, multiple notes may be associated with the document and may be
displayed as a group of all notes, a subset of available notes, and/or singly. For

example, a Ul element may be provided to display a subset of notes created by

25 the same note author.



[20] If computing device 500 determines at stage 230 that the note is designated as high priority,

method 200 may advance to stage 235 where 10 computing device 500 may display the high priority
note along with the document even though the user may not have selected the Ul element to display
the note. Display configurations for displaying the note and the document simultaneously may be the

same as though thp USPT ARers@ingiedigedel RIeBED HREigesThe Lnepvp &yitnTesagetdod]IG. 1 and

described further below with respect to FIGs. 153A, 3B, and 4. Consistent with embodiments of the

invention, disiBac TS his) REREBCNISERY 2OTRRERIIRING QadteBODRE User that the

note is designated as high priority, as described above with respect to FIG. 1. Further consistent with

embodimengeafiihEVekiner eeampoiingsdeieteORifnar s asmranvhethes any eshaidietes

associated with the document comprise reply 20notes to the high priority note. Reply notes to the high

priority notegyaygPepricRaNS AR RSt EiRA dHahariprEMaiate. user [22bQNeamRsIB RVHBEdevice 500
displays the high priority note at stage 235 or if computing device 500 determines that the note

associged wilthreicuBsgh s el asienatani s Himhifriar e meld ar20btenaychsacsgd to stage 25
245 where computing device 500 may provide a Ul element for receiving note- related information.

For examplg @igsripetingide wieth bARrvas poidarvaatie hoaigkiEtentas eevighnteenspéaate application
operable to receive a new note to be associated with the document, to edit an existing note associated

with the doqthaage el stiosdeliRieproeeiigaanetthassareaietighiptigigocument. The 5 note board
interface may comprise an element operative to receive note message text, a priority selector, and a

submission button[G2w)sigtedspitiiegirediteeTe attbenivestiontageesB0atmpy poteagse a reply to
an existing note and may be displayed adjacent to the existing note in order to indicate that the new

note is a replgsignasstent Mifh pHoiry amanden2otsaihedxeodes stkgs/pesmastdor 10receiving
note-related information may comprise receiving a recommendation
10 computing device 500 may display the high priority note along with the document
even though the user may not have selected the Ul element to display the note.
Display configurations for displaying the note and the document simultaneously
may be the same as though the user had selected the Ul element as described
above with respect to FIG. 1 and described further below with respect to FIGs.
15 3A, 3B, and 4. Consistent with embodiments of the invention, displaying the high
priority note may comprise displaying an indicator to the user that the note is
designated as high priority, as described above with respect to FIG. 1. Further
consistent with embodiments of the invention, computing device 500 may
determine whether any other notes associated with the document comprise reply
20 notes to the high priority note. Reply notes to the high priority note may be
displayed along with the high priority note.
[021] Once computing device 500 displays the high priority note at stage
235 or if computing device 500 determines that the note associated with the

document is not designated as high priority, method 200 may proceed to stage

25 245 where computing device 500 may provide a Ul element for receiving note-

7



from one user to any and/or all other users of the document. Recommended notes may be treated as
having a higher priority and/or may be displayed along with an indicator such as an icon, background
color, color bar and/or border, colored text, and/or additional text to indicate their recommended status.
15 [022] After computing device 500 receives the note-related information at stage 245, method 200

may proceeg[stBRFRRANGICr Fep BRI evieH bR Ry ROV AYBrER/RIed iRtEMation as

described above with respect to stage 215 and associate the note-related information with the
document. [Ggaid s reacenkiinG dexiseBNAretargsitaiceepiates i fteniivn abdPiagn250,

method 200 may proceed to stage 255 where computing device 500 may determine whether any new

notes and/op@eisstriaied Wi Rlianhandecfoasgeeated it thetd eeisbeRteE YMAUHBY device 500
may then retrieve the new note and/or note-related information and return to stage 230. For example,

a user on ageihipheamnanEomaydeie ereegdithg Aareadsstiaed wiH ardadcunrt 25theh priority
note. Computing device 500 may then display the new, high priority note to the user of computing

device §00. e deiheiexAaTentiedssrpasethe elbeianopeietifaioakapgraibRX IR AP 'S

priority from normal to high. Computing device 500 may receive this note-related information and

display the psie topheritgescpécompuiing depiats5dR BliH. Copatteahtiiireemtpdinastaobine
invention, the determination of stage 255 may occur any time during the stages of method 200. For

example, canwiHirgtenice REN nay efgckdah ey Aotesiynsan axtstirejaiekinitdmaipbat a set time
interval regardless of any other note-related activity the user of computing device 500 undertakes.

Consistent igpkytheaaabedsinenis ekisingtiovent@ndeprodtingteiies HOnaaynhprevisia a Ul
element operative to check for new notes and/or note-related information upon selection by the user.

[25] After coaplietigonéidtestagesfannee ontibaitPRsoayHbenendas stage ReRrrenteiample,
method 200 may continue to check for new notes at stage 255 until the user closes the document.
Methad)200-aeayvihgmsterestutd information may comprise receiving a recommendation

from one user to any and/or all other users of the document. Recommended

notes may be treated as having a higher priority and/or may be displayed along

with an indicator such as an icon, background color, color bar and/or border,

colored text, and/or additional text to indicate their recommended status.

15 [022] After computing device 500 receives the note-related information at
stage 245, method 200 may proceed to stage 250 where computing device 500
may store the note-related information as described above with respect to stage
215 and associate the note-related information with the document.

[023] After computing device 500 stores the note-related information at

20 stage 250, method 200 may proceed to stage 255 where computing device 500
may determine whether any new notes and/or note-related information has been
associated with the document. Computing device 500 may then retrieve the new
note and/or note-related information and return to stage 230. For example, a user
on another computer may have opened the same document and added a new,

25  high priority note. Computing device 500 may then display the new, high priority

8



15 changes to the document and/or notes associated with the document according to stages 210 and
215 before proceeding to stage 260. [26] FIG. 3A is a block diagram of a user-authored note
displayed as an overlay to a software application 300. For example, software application 300 may be
operative to open a document and may comprise an internet browser, an e- 20mail application, a

document eq§tegRRRlICRAIQHIIYHPLIING HeatBrWeD basrhaetareapriratinas. sofratiesapplication
300 may comprise a title bar 305, a menu bar 310, an application display space 350. A note board 315

may be displgyedcaspuratay khantieaie aaslingtiana8habHNRYrEaTBRRSE @& Mie entry field 320, a
note entry command button 325, a note information field 330, 25first note 105 and second note 155.

Note informeigpnpigldgPdevieaysoutngseciaive s noterrediien dergriatbalove akhiagsnect to first

note 105, such as a user icon 345, a communicator icon 340, and a user name 335. Note board 315

may be dispiayetoniesrenss tbmpaang selgetorool a Ul element operative to display note-related
information, such as a menu option and/or a toolbar element. 5Software application 300 may provide a

Ul elengent operatijgolq) recenssiate wighaéeabotnreaiopsthiasennien eladapiiame, & edit to
an existing note, and/or a request to delete an existing note. Software application 300 may further

provide a Ukgigeestapaiativedp dageint-alohingae éosegetest phetiiyd Jpon reeataenpiéts to a note,
including a change in the note's priority, the edits may be 10 stored as described above with respect to

method 200:Srpinh i ectilits Foayreameisexsioring\theoneies ahanasie iexatebantsehationtit
information about the user making the changes, and/or a timestamp for the changes. [027] FIG.

3B is a block diagrme e aliematel essopanieotel aoaeradtbaractivnietnispietest as an overlay. As
with FIG. 3A, software application 300
computing device 500 undertakes. Consistent with further embodiments of the

10 invention, computing device 500 may provide a Ul element operative to check for
new notes and/or note-related information upon selection by the user.

[025] After completion of the stages above, method 200 may then end at
stage 260. For example, method 200 may continue to check for new notes at
stage 255 until the user closes the document. Method 200 may then store any

15 changes to the document and/or notes associated with the document according to
stages 210 and 215 before proceeding to stage 260.

[026] FIG. 3Ais a block diagram of a user-authored note displayed as an
overlay to a software application 300. For example, software application 300 may
be operative to open a document and may comprise an internet browser, an e-

20 mail application, a document editing application, and/or other computer-based
software applications. Software application 300 may comprise a title bar 305, a
menu bar 310, an application display space 350. A note board 315 may be
displayed as an overlay to software application 300 and may comprise a note

entry field 320, a note entry command button 325, a note information field 330,

25 first note 105 and second note 155. Note information field 330 may comprise any

9



15may comprise title bar 305, menu bar 310, and application display space 350. First note 105 may be
displayed across the top of application display space 350 without obscuring the document and may
comprise any and/or all of the note elements discussed above with respect to FIG. 1, such as user
icon 115 and note information field 125. Reply note 150 may be displayed below first note 105 and

20may comgrigresimdanaiRineidsabatshpeir 1t Fisaate istasidany naieHLas ayeve

displayed as part of an in-space of software application 300 while non-displayed notes may be

associated yith 229U soasm @hicatuyare aalicalinn 308el hakeeenisobias baaPaes anklthe
out-space of software application 300 are described in commonly owned and assigned U.S. Patent

Application skl figa @R iletedpom 2812 80 lsaviRickischiereby norweratad byspialenesdiygrigntirety.

[28] FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a user-authored note displayed adjacent to a shared document.

Consistent witea@mbestinmeraisreiioe, isventena arfeaafbpath anilicrtiéBamaghemperative to open
a document 485, and may comprise a title bar 405, a side menu comprising menu options 410, 415,

420, 425, ambfnr&1gpplieationBdb0nadHpréviti<d pee ha3p R ANE IS e Stkveptiors, such as
sub-options 431, 432, and 433 to menu option 430. For example, menu options 410, 415, 420, 425,

and 430 may:eeatiigerdfiaeksdshcamima el ol it Ry ausedpcianensx@stirigiroteommand to
display properties, information, and/or notes associated with document 485, a "New" document
command, amdRpelr<RpsNeNt eraNdxigticgvtslogafiaRlre application 300 may further
provide a Ul element operative to receive a change to a note's priority. Upon
receiving edits to a note, including a change in the note's priority, the edits may be
10 stored as described above with respect to method 200. Storing the edits may
comprise storing the note's changed text, changed priority, information about the
user making the changes, and/or a timestamp for the changes.
[027] FIG. 3B is a block diagram of an alternate arrangement of a user-
authored note displayed as an overlay. As with FIG. 3A, software application 300
15 may comprise title bar 305, menu bar 310, and application display space 350.
First note 105 may be displayed across the top of application display space 350
without obscuring the document and may comprise any and/or all of the note
elements discussed above with respect to FIG. 1, such as user icon 115 and note
information field 125. Reply note 150 may be displayed below first note 105 and
20 may comprise similar elements as first note 105. First note 105 and reply note
150 may be displayed as part of an in-space of software application 300 while
non-displayed notes may be associated with an out-space of software application

300. The concepts of the in-space and the out-space of software application 300

are described in commonly owned and assigned U.S. Patent Application

10



command, a "Print" document command, a "Send" and/or "Share" document command, and an
application specific menu. Menu option 430 may comprise the 15application specific menu, for a word
processing application, for example, and may comprise sub-options relevant to the word processing
application such as font, layout, and/or object embedding. Document 485 may comprise a reduced

size view of spfipaisoanmlicrlione399, dispiayRHisriRCcREIdBfiist Higfer AR aOre RGNS O AIaHE 55.

Software application 400 may further comprise additional 20 document command bars 440, 450, 460,
and 470. Ceshtipatyd bars 440, 450, 460, and 470 may each comprise a user interface element 445,
455, 465, and 475, respectively, that may comprise a button to execute an associated command.

[29] Software appliest#)n B0, may spRKSE R RloMentepaiativeda Hiselaysihayser-authored note
when selected. Upon selection of the Ul element, 25software application 400 may replace a display of

the documeadpisailarttp -0t RaBLCAIeN: dicRAYisratavRhCeel idEinahwibT the fhepiaaoef BIG. 4.

Software application 400 may reduce the size of document 485 in order to display a smaller version of

document 485feiasemdrctip Aizp@yrifinet opteaiie a0dpesandanimanba8K3HH Amaynbodiment

consistent with the invention may comprise a system for providing document information. The system
may comprisgrapgns&Q st &rage0®) c 3 ARIINGoNPrang atk b ptORSWIY S8 ge2d he

processing unit may be operative to store at least one note associated with a document, display the
document, rgphe e the3d. [eashonsprotes and, prosidee, uses iaiedfas® may comprise sub-

options, such as sub-options 431, 432, and 433 to menu option 430. For

example, menu options 410, 415, 420, 425, and 430 may comprise a "Back"

10 command to return to a previous document, an "Info" command to display
properties, information, and/or notes associated with document 485, a "New"
document command, an "Open" document command, a "Save" document
command, a "Print" document command, a "Send" and/or "Share" document
command, and an application specific menu. Menu option 430 may comprise the

15 application specific menu, for a word processing application, for example, and
may comprise sub-options relevant to the word processing application such as
font, layout, and/or object embedding. Document 485 may comprise a reduced
size view of software application 300 displayed adjacent to first note 105 and
second note 155. Software application 400 may further comprise additional

20 document command bars 440, 450, 460, and 470. Command bars 440, 450, 460,
and 470 may each comprise a user interface element 445, 455, 465, and 475,
respectively, that may comprise a button to execute an associated command.

[029] Software application 400 may comprise a Ul element operative to

display the user-authored note when selected. Upon selection of the Ul element,

25 software application 400 may replace a display of the document similar to that of
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10element operative to display the at least one note. The at least one note may comprise information
about the document intended to be shared with a plurality of users of the document. [031] Another
embodiment consistent with the invention may comprise a system for providing information about a
document accessible to a plurality of 15 users. The system may comprise a memory storage and a

processing HpjikaHRIAAISHIRG B}RBEISTURIRS THE NifeassiamspiRly ryIte apesativiate store the
document, store at least one note associated with the document, receive a request to open the

document, ¢aedtPaom Ay REide the dpeusteidamdisplagsanctopdeyitdedipial/east one note
associated with the document. The 20processing unit may be further operative to determine whether

the at least RN SRIBANSESR INBERIBE R BRIecH diRRlaispiayigHipsieidie nads andlescribed
above. Consistent with embodiments of the invention, the document may be stored on a shared

document sgg¢and\ridi@nt s§stem comprising a memory storage and a processing unit may be
provided in communication with the shared 25 document server. The client system may be operative

to recefye a user ¢oBUNAAH RN tlecHEISRhISRNH thEchivestien eayesHipaseta the shared

document server, receive the document and the at least one note associated with the document,

provide a meyiieRieroenr ovieial o svnesrseigetathiyiheTugesydlis iy Eenablash enemeig, and to

display the document. 5Yet another embodiment consistent with the invention may comprise a system

for providing@eayeent infprowiying Deisysighleansy GRMEARRA BRINQY SPHegsrécssaingocessing
unit coupled to the memory storage. The processing unit may be operative to store the document and

an associatgdingaiayobeaciatai d ec wirestaaawit et edhe sosureantand ihecasseatated note from
the shared 10document server, and provide a first interface element operative to display the
display the document, retrieve the at least one note, and provide a user interface
10 element operative to display the at least one note. The at least one note may
comprise information about the document intended to be shared with a plurality of
users of the document.
[031] Another embodiment consistent with the invention may comprise a
system for providing information about a document accessible to a plurality of
15 users. The system may comprise a memory storage and a processing unit
coupled to the memory storage. The processing unit may be operative to store
the document, store at least one note associated with the document, receive a
request to open the document, open the document, provide the document for
display, and provide the at least one note associated with the document. The
20 processing unit may be further operative to determine whether the at least one
note comprises a high priority note and display the high priority note as described
above. Consistent with embodiments of the invention, the document may be
stored on a shared document server. A client system comprising a memory

storage and a processing unit may be provided in communication with the shared

25 document server. The client system may be operative to receive a user

12



associated note. The processing unit may be further operative to determine whether the associated

note comprises a high priority note and display the high priority note simultaneously with the document
prior to receiving a user selection of the provided first interface element. The processing unit may also
provide a 15second interface element operative to receive note-related information comprising at least

one of: at legsiPREEN Bpth Bidedstanerdistndns Ridaast malisplreddnts ardshigagest to

delete the at least one displayed note; store the note-related information received by the second

interface elepentehtlRe Sareddogs RN SEIVEENE MM GRtR RSTIgHICAbadiEshetBargeslocument
server to 20 determine whether at least one second note has been associated with the document; and

retrieve the @ eripnericpriddioterfien trR sharedtoatineeniisenvesiectetPBy idGiseiista block
diagram of a system including computing device 500. Consistent with an embodiment of the invention,

the aforemeditipREORS A¢EARHOHO RS AU eRsSag theildvayhenimplemented in a computing
device, such as computing device 500 of FIG. 5. Any suitable combination of hardware, software, or

firmwae may be uged dadtriiearrbbtim e BOn%iSteraaeiRNA ®IA0eRSHY walf: furhpkamale, the
memory storage and processing unit may be implemented with computing device 500 or any of other

computing dgxices kS ovidiag Bivalior Mtithfoameiding Terieos0m Mg atnrginsationashsyistem,

device, and processors are examples and other systems, devices, and processors may comprise the

aforementiofieeae AnyaSHRERESSING AFICESS e bltRenssIRIH itk &b OTiHegsiscekBIggnvention.
Furthermore, computing device 500 may comprise an operating environment for system 100 as

described abaienSypevpdafifcnieyepertie doothes eniarmerisoditds matdnites $aaemputing
device 500.
document server, retrieve the document and the associated note from the shared
10 document server, and provide a first interface element operative to display the
associated note. The processing unit may be further operative to determine
whether the associated note comprises a high priority note and display the high
priority note simultaneously with the document prior to receiving a user selection
of the provided first interface element. The processing unit may also provide a
15 second interface element operative to receive note-related information comprising
at least one of: at least one new note, at least one edit to the at least one
displayed note, and a request to delete the at least one displayed note; store the
note-related information received by the second interface element on the shared
document server; communicate periodically with the shared document server to
20 determine whether at least one second note has been associated with the
document; and retrieve the at least one second note from the shared document
server.
[032] FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a system including computing device

500. Consistent with an embodiment of the invention, the aforementioned

25 memory storage and processing unit may be implemented in a computing device,
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[033] With reference to FIG. 5, a system consistent with an embodiment of the invention may comprise
a computing device, such as computing device 500. In a basic configuration, computing device 500
may comprise at least one 15 processing unit 502 and a system memory 504. Depending on the
configuration and type of computing device, system memory 504 may comprise, but is not limited to,

volatile (e.gs{RiREBANRIETHBGBE(BAIVDY FIN-50IAE {aithiRACLAMINERSCSY KR @Maleflash

memory, or any combination. System memory 504 may comprise operating system 505, one or more

programminghfiegides Sienvarand a)aeceserr teeim Hlera enHatm statsypSiorepetaing system 505,
for example, may be suitable for controlling computing device 500's operation. In one embodiment,

programmingdeeddifg BAR. MR xRS, BHEOsIERRIN efiiag @ BRICpHaTERR UMD e retrieve

and open shared documents. Furthermore, embodiments of the invention may be practiced in

conjunctionwifflean@inebi¢HtRbasVHAHN B e ORer DN0S HI9TBS otfiebudtpetingRieates Bnegram and is
not limited to any particular application or system. This basic configuration is illustrated in FIG. 5 by

those cpmppnesiisbivittio rawiaskepigin§evice[84bCampuinecaayit REA s)aYhrvesdisitional

features or functionality. For example, computing device 500 may also comprise additional data

storage Sdexieprdeaysablaranskampidsranpyeite syuenas, devediiel pragesticrdiaksy optical

disks, or tape. Such additional storage is illustrated in FIG. 5 by a removable storage 509 and a

non-removaiienpigsagne afbreriantitricst orrpeonesior Ry aninpidse ssilajlernd aiesvaiatile,
removable and non-removable media implemented in any method or technology for storage of

information vt hBasiieaasier teadaiatioatrratiansrmaie stoipiuiesgiegeesD0gss, or other
data. System memory 504, removable storage 509, and non-removable storage 510 are all computer

storage medigngyasepiesdperdtirgnenvistorags) 0pRRIkeN J00ge deeditharyisoveprSestewh is not
limited to, RAM, ROM, electrically erasable read-only memory (EEPROM), flash memory or other
memary 15te0hmeigoypEiatK Miithgitrweraaiiedisksi (9 VD) npttetoptas stivpdevice
500.
[033] With reference to FIG. 5, a system consistent with an embodiment
of the invention may comprise a computing device, such as computing device
500. In a basic configuration, computing device 500 may comprise at least one
15 processing unit 502 and a system memory 504. Depending on the configuration
and type of computing device, system memory 504 may comprise, but is not
limited to, volatile (e.g. random access memory (RAM)), non-volatile (e.g. read-
only memory (ROM)), flash memory, or any combination. System memory 504
may comprise operating system 505, one or more programming modules 506,
20 and may comprise a program data store 507. Operating system 505, for
example, may be suitable for controlling computing device 500’s operation. In
one embodiment, programming modules 506 may comprise a document editing
application 520 configured to retrieve and open shared documents. Furthermore,

embodiments of the invention may be practiced in conjunction with a graphics

25 library, other operating systems, or any other application program and is not
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magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic storage devices, or any
other medium which can be used to store information and which can be accessed by computing
device 500. Any such computer storage media may be part of device 500. Computing device 500 may
also have input 20 device(s) 512 such as a keyboard, a mouse, a pen, a sound input device, a touch

input devicaiiiedBtaHy GRINGaiRI SdbRtaicser diania, SPRRKSESIQITIGEralforay also be

comprised. The aforementioned devices are examples and others may be used. [35]

Computing fligdigate@GrmaGals pEaniaia eormponenisaliana eerheetipnedGethat may allow device
500 to communicate with other computing devices 518, such as over a network in a distributed

computing environfpeat. febM@INALE denitersoethajisalieinatisrnfadiicadion RMHUIRFIMS16 is
one example of communication media. Communication media may typically be embodied by computer

readable inspyebam slatacatitsilitrrs delRgsB0 My etk debRipassaddifichaiattiaiaddga signal,
such as a carrier wave or other transport mechanism, and comprises any information delivery media.

The ter "mpdidaie g albrRaaNHRY ABRCFEIRGYSIIBREIRA Basfoneimpiee eRejiRstiertsitirs, set or

changed in such a manner as to encode information in the signal. By way of example, and not

limitation, cepwednifiakonoNedia. MByctratRlisenairedrageir 1Nsiieies i wied:pierk or direct-wired
connection, and wireless media such as acoustic, radio frequency (RF), infrared, and other wireless

media. The fefing ¢y sterdgaGudeme diads- et iR B0 eomrise aiaiusterageagedia and
communication media. [36] As stated above, a number of program modules and data files may
15be storechiiz 8i¢siaRY BEMPIE S Wbl dfitiushtDRPRGI R Systesvalbie. Mbilon-removable
media implemented in any method or technology for storage of information, such
10 as computer readable instructions, data structures, program modules, or other
data. System memory 504, removable storage 509, and non-removable storage
510 are all computer storage media examples (i.e. memory storage.) Computer
storage media may comprise, but is not limited to, RAM, ROM, electrically
erasable read-only memory (EEPROM), flash memory or other memory
15 technology, CD-ROM, digital versatile disks (DVD) or other optical storage,
magnetic cassettes, magnetic tape, magnetic disk storage or other magnetic
storage devices, or any other medium which can be used to store information and
which can be accessed by computing device 500. Any such computer storage
media may be part of device 500. Computing device 500 may also have input
20 device(s) 512 such as a keyboard, a mouse, a pen, a sound input device, a touch
input device, etc. Output device(s) 514 such as a display, speakers, a printer, etc.
may also be comprised. The aforementioned devices are examples and others
may be used.

[035] Computing device 500 may also contain a communication

25 connection 516 that may allow device 500 to communicate with other computing
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executing on processing unit 502, programming modules 506 (e.g. a document editing application 520)
may perform processes including, for example, one or more of method 200's stages as described
above. The aforementioned process is an example, and processing unit 502 may perform other
processes. Other 20 programming modules that may be used in accordance with embodiments of the

present iNVeHiAced 8y ostRASEsiRelr enieatianfLa s ta R BRIRARNH i RNeRI G-
applications, spreadsheet applications, database applications, slide presentation applications, drawing

or computeieRigfiflapaicGatihere@asniifhet. ComfRuhlegfiehadynfessisient avighgrimbodiments of
the invention, program 25modules may comprise routines, programs, components, data structures,

and other typampisibEewianinaidnoy RREEAM Cariawnidaskn endbat mMay tntemepeparticular
abstract data types. Moreover, embodiments of the invention may be practiced with other computer

system configitsatipsns by elufipdtbanshaalsl € fdaemtionsl RIACESFOE/RISIS Do HHiBIPRiBEeRssr-based or
programmable consumer 5electronics, minicomputers, mainframe computers, and the like.

Embodgnenss eftiéedaveiiemioayidiee RriRiacgeer suckistiyteskaempatie ® eot@nmenrisornhere
tasks are performed by remote processing devices that are linked through a communications network.

In a distribufpdFRINRWINGrRNYEATPNSSS MOIrAcirAbN MYy e fiateT e kst loaabanstégmote
memory storage devices. 10 [038] Furthermore, embodiments of the invention may be practiced in an

electrical cirgaib cgmiiSing disssetbeladignit glaneisomaekagetbahatgatairdciemtaiic chips
containing logic gates, a circuit utilizing a microprocessor, or on a single chip containing electronic

elements orghigigetoeessetisa Rnbadinagnis ohdae diyeoiinatioayratse BeypeactRedHging other
technologies capable of 15performing logical operations such as, for example, AND, OR, and NOT,
including  example, and not limitation, communication media may comprise wired media
10 such as a wired network or direct-wired connection, and wireless media such as
acoustic, radio frequency (RF), infrared, and other wireless media. The term
computer readable media as used herein may comprise both storage media and
communication media.
[036] As stated above, a number of program modules and data files may
15 be stored in system memory 504, including operating system 505. While
executing on processing unit 502, programming modules 506 (e.g. a document
editing application 520) may perform processes including, for example, one or
more of method 200’s stages as described above. The aforementioned process
is an example, and processing unit 502 may perform other processes. Other
20 programming modules that may be used in accordance with embodiments of the
present invention may comprise electronic mail and contacts applications, word
processing applications, spreadsheet applications, database applications, slide
presentation applications, drawing or computer-aided application programs, etc.

[037] Generally, consistent with embodiments of the invention, program

25 modules may comprise routines, programs, components, data structures, and
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but not limited to mechanical, optical, fluidic, and quantum technologies. In addition, embodiments of
the invention may be practiced within a general purpose computer or in any other circuits or systems.
[039] Embodiments of the invention, for example, may be implemented as 20 a computer process

(method), a computing system, or as an article of manufacture, such as a computer program product

or computeptpadapessdigutiin <o MaYaaY BerRIMPERItIEL RN BRsSE IR YRIySIRIREmMEBIRdia
readable by a computer system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing a

computer piggeRsdhensaReUERERIYPERM RIS ioeiRfARePAIAIRvEAR GIORR\OPe carrier

readable by a computing system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing a

computer pigeRsReGHRIGIERS LoepIRse—Ysteanionfigayee &N iediring Rardmastiand/rRel

software (including firmware, resident software, micro-code, etc.). In other words, embodiments of the

present inventiRiprosydskessidain) Afier6propEtRoPIasaM B pEbIGirRrdb ROBIPISE@MEsable or
computer-readable storage medium having computer-usable or computer-readable program code

embod@d irlbedgids MialcdsRiiars IMTEanfastierR WP rESHmEIRe FRECHIDD SYFiRMis of
computer-usable or computer- readable medium may be any medium that can contain, store,

communicatferRRAHSIE nt)ralRsNIes! SRECHTRAr AndietritRadly uripadngestidrowiieme Wliesiruction
execution system, apparatus, or device. [040] The computer-usable or computer-readable medium

may be, for gxkrmale Pt farihisaited tomdiceirotesiingaeviets, waticak fleeitpmaaRgie, infrared, or
semiconductor system, apparatus, device, or propagation medium. More specific computer-readable

medium exappiefAcatiorexhaustvie lisatbitibeestptbaisaadgRavinediientnpyoeearprise the
following: an electrical connection
modules may be located in both local and remote memory storage devices.
10 [038] Furthermore, embodiments of the invention may be practiced in an
electrical circuit comprising discrete electronic elements, packaged or integrated
electronic chips containing logic gates, a circuit utilizing a microprocessor, or on a
single chip containing electronic elements or microprocessors. Embodiments of
the invention may also be practiced using other technologies capable of
15 performing logical operations such as, for example, AND, OR, and NOT, including
but not limited to mechanical, optical, fluidic, and quantum technologies. In
addition, embodiments of the invention may be practiced within a general purpose
computer or in any other circuits or systems.
[039] Embodiments of the invention, for example, may be implemented as
20 acomputer process (method), a computing system, or as an article of
manufacture, such as a computer program product or computer readable media.
The computer program product may be a computer storage media readable by a
computer system and encoding a computer program of instructions for executing

a computer process. The computer program product may also be a propagated

25 signal on a carrier readable by a computing system and encoding a computer
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having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette, a random access memory (RAM), a read-only
memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical
fiber, and a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM). Note that the computer-usable or
computer- 20 readable medium could even be paper or another suitable medium upon which the

program is prgiRErPEIIRRIRGHE faERe &IBRHADIEHIN GRITUIedeYEn, IREIBRANGS, aRtical scanning of

the paper or other medium, then compiled, interpreted, or otherwise processed in a suitable manner, if

necessary, pRssHIRNAIEHEI®HNnaSORPERb BAREANRY hardwdAd hRaIbpfaefisrE thadMeReit invention,
for example, are described above with reference to block diagrams and/or operational illustrations of

methods, sygamaranesiaemuefiaeramadandoats 2669rdindtaarrdineribaiitherryention. The
functions/acts noted in the blocks may occur out of the order 5 as shown in any flowchart. For

example, twpdig@cenbave htiGh eaagsisketay forfadie @raputed siisiantigidcenegntly or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending upon the functionality/acts

involved. colAgLWhilessdain ernhagisraatdebleestovagiondtivmeaindeseniriepiitible

embodiments may exist. Furthermore, although embodiments of the 10present invention have been

described agrgintpasspesaigdnidtp rdgiausi @edeiR Meoued anthethes gitaraas mesdipyns, idata can also
be stored on or read from other types of computer-readable media, such as secondary storage

devices, likebane cliskswitbpRy itiskacaba Sledrvdn, &/SRner Waveripore the dnleraecarnptherforms of
RAM or ROM. Further, the disclosed methods' stages may be modified 15in any manner, including by
reordering segesoie deidinge g dedagting siagesavthaiciennlisgfeomoimenioNriation.
propagate, or transport the program for use by or in connection with the
10 instruction execution system, apparatus, or device.
[040] The computer-usable or computer-readable medium may be, for
example but not limited to, an electronic, magnetic, optical, electromagnetic,
infrared, or semiconductor system, apparatus, device, or propagation medium.
More specific computer-readable medium examples (a hon-exhaustive list), the
15 computer-readable medium may comprise the following: an electrical connection
having one or more wires, a portable computer diskette, a random access
memory (RAM), a read-only memory (ROM), an erasable programmable read-
only memory (EPROM or Flash memory), an optical fiber, and a portable compact
disc read-only memory (CD-ROM). Note that the computer-usable or computer-
20 readable medium could even be paper or another suitable medium upon which
the program is printed, as the program can be electronically captured, via, for
instance, optical scanning of the paper or other medium, then compiled,

interpreted, or otherwise processed in a suitable manner, if necessary, and then

stored in a computer memory.
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[43] All rights including copyrights in the code included herein are vested in and the property of the
Applicant. The Applicant retains and reserves all rights in the code included herein, and grants
permission to reproduce the material only 20in connection with reproduction of the granted patent and
for no other purpose. [44] While the specification includes examples, the invention's scope is

indicated by the fo[lyMingrhaipairieRiResmaee prdait iheeprigfcasiondapspiecardersiipsein language
specific to structural features and/or methodological acts, the claims are not limited to the features or

acts describgsbgbayen RediendeacblsBrEfitgiemidrandrd apts slrnealardsakeiwmaiss disclosed as
example for embodiments of the invention. WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 1.A method for providing

document infRiMadONsyBEMSthatt GuRPiREgprogramSiesiagcl acidefiahabentiediffeassetiated
with a document; 5displaying the document; retrieving the at least one note 105 associated with the
document; aR¢l ipRaMEIRE. 2Pheafl HigoiasR Gl MeBHaRarRtivRokk dinRigoteiblaast wreongte 105.
5 as shown in any flowchart. For example, two blocks shown in succession may in
fact be executed substantially concurrently or the blocks may sometimes be
executed in the reverse order, depending upon the functionality/acts involved.

[042] While certain embodiments of the invention have been described,
other embodiments may exist. Furthermore, although embodiments of the

10 presentinvention have been described as being associated with data stored in
memory and other storage mediums, data can also be stored on or read from
other types of computer-readable media, such as secondary storage devices, like
hard disks, floppy disks, or a CD-ROM, a carrier wave from the Internet, or other
forms of RAM or ROM. Further, the disclosed methods’ stages may be modified

15 in any manner, including by reordering stages and/or inserting or deleting stages,
without departing from the invention.

[043] All rights including copyrights in the code included herein are vested
in and the property of the Applicant. The Applicant retains and reserves all rights
in the code included herein, and grants permission to reproduce the material only

20 in connection with reproduction of the granted patent and for no other purpose.

[044] While the specification includes examples, the invention’s scope is
indicated by the following claims. Furthermore, while the specification has been
described in language specific to structural features and/or methodological acts,
the claims are not limited to the features or acts described above. Rather, the

25 specific features and acts described above are disclosed as example for
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102.The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one note 105 comprises information about the
document to be shared with a plurality of users of the document. 3.The method of Claim 1, further
comprising: 15Determining 230 whether the at least one note 105 comprises a high priority note; and
in response to determining 230 that the at least one note 105 comprises a high priority note, displaying
235 the high pitydiyneeies d0hd heaigibad of Claim 2, wherein displaying 235 the high priority note
further comprises displaying a high priority indicator 110. 5.The method of Claim 3, wherein the high
priority indicator 110  comprises at least one of: a colored line, an icon 115, 130, a background
color, a 25background pattern, and a border. 6. The method of Claim 2, further comprising:

20



determining whether at least one second note 150 is associated with the document as a reply to the
high priority note; and 5in response to determining that the at least one second note 150 is associated
with the document as a reply to the high priority note, displaying the at least one second note 150. 7.
The method of Claim 5, wherein displaying the at least one second 10note 150 comprises displaying
the at least pngseqendInmiggpA elow the high priority note. 8. The method of Claim 1, further
comprising: receiving a selection of the interface element operative to display the at 15least one
note 105; and dispiaying fenattRRBtA% OAtRNEP8RS R AV RiTehediba, daeUmenid 9. The
method of Claim 7, wherein the overlay is operative to receive at least one of: at least one new note, at
least one edibAphsiagleast one 20displayed note, and a request to delete the at least one displayed
note. 10. The method of Claim 8, further comprising: receiving the at least one new note;

storing 215 at least one note 105 associated with a document;

5 displaying the document;
retrieving the at least one note 105 associated with the document; and
providing 225 an interface element operative to display the at least one

note 105.

10 2. The method of Claim 1, wherein the at least one note 105
comprises information about the document to be shared with a plurality of users

of the document.

3. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
15 Determining 230 whether the at least one note 105 comprises a high
priority note; and
in response to determining 230 that the at least one note 105 comprises a

high priority note, displaying 235 the high priority note.

20 4, The method of Claim 2, wherein displaying 235 the high priority note

further comprises displaying a high priority indicator 110.

5. The method of Claim 3, wherein the high priority indicator 110
comprises at least one of: a colored line, an icon 115, 130, a background color, a

25  background pattern, and a border.
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storing the at least one new note; and 25associating the at least one new note with the document.
11.The method of Claim 1, further comprising: receiving a selection of the interface element
operative to display the at least one note 105; 5replacing the displayed document with a display of the
at least one note 105; and displaying a smaller version of the displayed document adjacent to the
display of the at least one note 105. 1012The method of Claim 8, wherein displaying the at least one
note 105 comprises displaying at least one of: a name of an author of the at least one note 105, a

picture of the auther of thgi lersheaencigiAP2, fuRkeriyosftidise: and a communicator icon.
1513.The method of Claim 1, further comprising: determining 255 whether at least one new note

has been associatgetaitiitiepRteientaaea seBiayikechiftiaideaaiboe agvoeriasspeigied with the
document. 2014.The method of Claim 12, wherein determining 255 whether the at
document as a reply to the high priority note; and
5 in response to determining that the at least one second note 150 is

associated with the document as a reply to the high priority note, displaying the at

least one second note 150.

7. The method of Claim 5, wherein displaying the at least one second
10 note 150 comprises displaying the at least one second note 150 below the high

priority note.

8. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
receiving a selection of the interface element operative to display the at
15 least one note 105; and

displaying the at least one note 105 as an overlay of the document.

9. The method of Claim 7, wherein the overlay is operative to receive
at least one of: at least one new note, at least one edit to the at least one

20 displayed note, and a request to delete the at least one displayed note.

10. The method of Claim 8, further comprising:
receiving the at least one new note;
storing the at least one new note; and

25 associating the at least one new note with the document.
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least one new note has been associated with the document occurs at a periodic time interval. 15.The
method of Claim 12, wherein determining 255 whether the at least one new note has been associated
with the document occurs in response to a request from a user. 516.A system for providing information
about a document, the system comprising: a memory storage; and a processing unit coupled to the
memory storage, wherein the processing unit is operative to: 10store 210 the document, wherein the
document comprises a document accessible to a plurality of users; store 215 at least one note 105

associated with the gocumgatihiegriveor 28ine 3!, tRiIAREN dBMPASIENt; in response to receiving the
request to open the document:

10

15

20

receiving a selection of the interface element operative to display the at
least one note 105;
replacing the displayed document with a display of the at least one note

105; and
displaying a smaller version of the displayed document adjacent to the

display of the at least one note 105.

12. The method of Claim 8, wherein displaying the at least one note 105
comprises displaying at least one of: a name of an author of the at least one note
105, a picture of the author of the at least one note 105, a priority icon 130, and a

communicator icon.

13. The method of Claim 1, further comprising:
determining 255 whether at least one new note has been associated with
the document; and

retrieving the at least one new note associated with the document.

14. The method of Claim 12, wherein determining 255 whether the at

least one new note has been associated with the document occurs at a periodic

time interval.
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15display the document, and provide the at least one note 105 associated with the document for
display. 17.The system of Claim 16, wherein being operative to provide the at  least one note 105
associated with the document for display comprises being 20operative to: determine 230 whether
the at least one note 105 comprises a high priority note; and in response to determining 230 that

the at least one noi& 105 TRERTEASANS! WEIMNQritY RIBIiRREYSP dNESBIOThBEREHYHROK- 18.

The system of Claim 16, wherein the system comprises a shared document server. 19. The

system of Qladzx bl Wheh SRMMASIEEA slevicRBE With ReEadd QlRTPHIIRNSIRM EIBREERS a

second memory storage; and a second processing unit coupled to the second memory storage,
wherein thesasguekprasesainganit is operative to:

5 16. A system for providing information about a document, the system
comprising:
a memory storage; and
a processing unit coupled to the memory storage, wherein the processing
unit is operative to:
10 store 210 the document, wherein the document comprises a
document accessible to a plurality of users;
store 215 at least one note 105 associated with the document;
receive a request to open the document;
in response to receiving the request to open the document:
15 display the document, and

provide the at least one note 105 associated with the document for display.

17.  The system of Claim 16, wherein being operative to provide the at
least one note 105 associated with the document for display comprises being

20 operative to:

determine 230 whether the at least one note 105 comprises a high priority

note; and

in response to determining 230 that the at least one note 105 comprises

the high priority note, display 235 the high priority note.
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receive a command from at least one of the plurality of users to open the 10 document; send a request

to the shared document server for the document; receive 220 the document; receive 220 the at
least one note 105 associated with the document; provide 225 a user interface menu element
operative to display the at least 15 one note 105; and display the document. 20. A

computer-readable glediurpavijelesiont Camaat 08 IDFBeiioRsdysiemheshiiesaded fRfeams a
method for providing document information, the 20method executed by the set of instructions

comprising:dostarieatZEhairleast one document on a shared document server; storing 215 at least
one note 105 associated with the document on the shared document server; retrieving 220 the
document and the at least one note 105 from the shared 25 document server; providing 225 a
first interface element operative to display the at least one note 105; determining 230 whether the

at least one note 19§ compyisegAdNObiTIAtY 1®eRHRFRINAPASIFR) CLHENINDSEF0 s ikia at least
one note 105 comprises a high priority note, displaying 235 the high priority note and the document
simultageously;client system comprises:

a second memory storage; and

a second processing unit coupled to the second memory storage, wherein

the second processing unit is operative to:
receive a command from at least one of the plurality of users to open the
10 document;

send a request to the shared document server for the document;

receive 220 the document;

receive 220 the at least one note 105 associated with the document;

provide 225 a user interface menu element operative to display the at least

15 one note 105; and

display the document.

20. A computer-readable medium which stores a set of instructions
which when executed performs a method for providing document information, the
20 method executed by the set of instructions comprising:
storing 210 at least one document on a shared document server,
storing 215 at least one note 105 associated with the document on the
shared document server,
retrieving 220 the document and the at least one note 105 from the shared

25 document server;
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providing 240 a second interface element operative to receive note-related information comprising at
least one of: at least one new note, at least one edit to 10the at least one displayed note 105, and a
request to delete the at least one displayed note 105; storing 250 the note-related information
received by the second interface element on the shared document server; communicating

periodically with thgrahiied 200 AR} Seleghte @%ﬁﬁﬁﬂﬂ@ﬁ@r@tﬁ%%@ﬁ@ﬁl@@lﬂﬁéﬁt%§§wd note
150 has been associated with the document; and In response to determining 255 that the at least

one secondrte1ds) has been associated with the document, retrieving the at least one second note
150 from the shared document server.

determining 230 whether the at least one note 105 comprises a high
priority note;

5 in response to determining 230 that the at least one note 105 comprises a
high priority note, displaying 235 the high priority note and the document
simultaneously;

providing 240 a second interface element operative to receive note-related
information comprising at least one of: at least one new note, at least one edit to
10 the at least one displayed note 105, and a request to delete the at least one
displayed note 105;
storing 250 the note-related information received by the second interface
element on the shared document server;
communicating periodically with the shared document server to determine
15 255 whether at least one second note 150 has been associated with the
document; and
in response to determining 255 that the at least one second note 150 has
been associated with the document, retrieving the at least one second note 150

from the shared document server.
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