
ABSTRACT OF DISCLOSURES  MEDIA PLAYER WITH INSTANT
PLAY CAPABILITY  A MEDIA PLAYER AND A METHOD FOR
OPERATING A MEDIA PLAYER ARE DISCLOSED. A MEDIA
PROGRAM IS ABLE TO SUBSTANTIALLY IMMEDIATELY BEGIN
PLAYING AFTER A MEDIA PLAY  SELECTION HAS BEEN MADE.
THROUGH INTELLIGENT OPERATION, THE MEDIA PROGRAM IS
ABLE TO START PLAYING EVEN BEFORE THE MEDIA PROGRAM
HAS BEEN SUBSTANTIALLY OR  COMPLETELY LOADED FROM DISK
STORAGE INTO SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY (I.E., CACHE
MEMORY). ADDITIONALLY, THE MEDIA PROGRAM CAN BE LOADED
INTO SEMICONDUCTOR  MEMORY THROUGH USE OF A BACKGROUND
PROCESS WITHOUT DISTURBING THE PLAYING OF  THE MEDIA
PROGRAM. FURTHER, IF DESIRED, THE DISK STORAGE IS ABLE
TO BE AGGRESIVELY  "POWERED OFF" WHEN NOT BEING
ACCESSED, THEREBY ENHANCING BATTERY LIFE WHEN  BEING
BATTERY-POWERED.  FIG. 2 


