1:;thhod for Teaching |deogrammatic Witing Using Colour Coded Sequence 5
Field of Invention The present invention relates to-a—nmethod—for fast and

easy way to teach witing ideogrammatic characters suc \
Chi nese, Japanese or Korean | anguages, using col our cod |wmmmﬂmmes to

denote sequence of said strokes. Background to the Invention | gogrammati c
characters are used in several Asian |ahguages, 15 includiﬁﬁlg%inese,
Korean and Japanese. Each character is made up of a series of strokes and
represents a word. In witing such characters, it is jnportant not _only to
get the o oy (Teschiing jkdeggranmaidsq Wi bid sing Colol s ls
which the strokes are witten corre he traditional nethod of

t eaching ideogramatic witing invg el aki ng down each character into
a series of strokes. For exanple, an 11 stroke character will need a
series of 11 diagrams, each depicting a stroke. The first 25 di agram shows
the first stroke for the character, followed by the second diagram

show ng t§$%iar§£ AMeSEEORd strokes and so on. Stroke by stroke, the

di agrams show how the character should be witten. Students practice
witing by studying the diagrans and follow ng the series of strokes. 30

By fOCUSIPﬁeOBrEggkgiq%@eﬁ%f&%“%%lggggeggsaa%%ﬂﬁgdE%%P £E9st and easy

way to teach writing ideogrammatic characters such as used in

Chinese, Japanese or Korean languages, using colour coded

10 strokes to denote sequence of said strokes.
Background to the Invention

Ideogrammatic characters are used in several Asian languages,
15 inéluding Chinese, Korean and Japanese. Each character is
~made up of a series of strokes and represents a word. In
- writing suéh characters, it i1s important not oniy to get the
 strokes correct, it is also important to get the sequence in
which the strokes are written correct.
20
The traditional method of teaching ideogrammatic writing
. involves breaking down each character into a series of
strokes. For example, an 11 stroke character will need a
series of 11 diagrams, each depicting a stroke. The first
25 diagram shows the first stroke for the character, followed by
the second diagram, showing the first and second strokes and
so on. Stroke by stroke, the diagrams show how the character
should be written. Students practice writing by studying the
diagrams and following the series of strokes.
30
By focusing on individual strokes, students are not able to

focus their attention on the whole character. They are not
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fogus their attention on the whole character. They are not ~ 2 able to
.visualise the.character and its strokes at the same tine. This hinders
menory retention, thus they need nore tine and practice to nenorise each
character and wite it correctly. 5 An inprovenment over the traditional
method is to place nunbers next to each stroke to indicate the order of
the strokes. Wth this nethod, studentd can visualise each character and
t he stroke sequence. Wiile this nethod is good 10 for sinple characters

requiring a few strokes, it breaks down wth conplicated char er hat
0 Qgsﬁgﬁi %@ BALCISSnE!

conpri se ARy &PrBRE¥aLIEES $heyiFHFAf e o SHISUEH char acters Wit h

nunbers nexto t ory £aGh: Sid Okene YL +8c¥RtIbAY prast tBey hbks eamebeiqei te
confusing, as the student nust wite each stroke and then 15 | ogk for, the

next nunterd Sorecthee acter smeanrhae Resth t eFharaclokes, 2RRusWERESst ddent

is distracted fromconcentrating on the character and strokes, but is

i nst ead fOITEf 101 ook for the next nunmber after each stroke. The results
in strokes that do not flow snobothly fromone to another. This nmethod 20

also results in [ [
fgﬁégftffhasjww%%%ggg%ﬁs?§%ﬁ$§éﬂgyagh§4%%£§ﬁ%iyE&%ﬁgggfgf%tEﬁéyQﬁgﬁg a
require égﬁg an n%?%éfi@i k%§ﬁ1gﬁ£?%§?rJ§?g?n@m@5@§tQﬂu&Zara@kh OB s
strokes. With this method, students <can visualise each
character and the stroke sequence. While this method is good
10 for simple characters requiring a few strokes, it breaks down
‘ with complicated characters that comprise many strokes. It is
difficult to visualise sﬁch characters with numbers next to
each stroke. Even in writing practise, this can be quite
confusing, as the student must write each stroke and then
15 1look for the next number. Some characters can have over ten
strokes, thus the student is distracted from concentrating on
the character and strokes, but is instead forced to look for
the next number after each stroke. The results in strokes
that do not flow smoothly from one to another. This method
20 also results in students not being able to easily remember
the whole character as they are distracted by the numbers.

’ - Therefore they take a longer time and more practise to learn

each character.

25 Both methods require constant practise with an instructor
present to correct any mistakes in the strokes. If mistakes
are not caught in time, the student will get used to writing
with the wrong strokes and it .then becomes difficult ¢to
correct their strokes later on.

30



present ‘to correct any mistakes in the strokes. |f mstakes are not caught
.in time, the student will get used to witing wth the wong strokes and
it then becones difficult to correct their strokes later on. 30 3 Sunmary
bOfy TPg I nventi ont 'rll'hev\ﬁrlesenth i nvention seeks to inprove on previous nethods
cusi ng on e 0 char.acter instead of individual stroke. 5 Usin
col our c@d’&%‘!a‘iyh@fst%rﬁens Yhe shape of the whol e character at a gl ange
instead of a collection of strokes. This first inpression helps inprint
th_e shape of the cha.racter_in the student's mnd, which is further
rei nf or cdthe yrqrreaxt i 57 ¥R & He s39dkesto THIRTabtbP R P’é?ﬁ%%e%ﬁ%‘oﬁgl BY 10

j[ he st .Ud c;[c&stolhng;m Crlfltyh eﬂi‘?&?@%ﬁé{'@aa@@éf afltlgfea&\n@tfh@fldi&@&laﬁﬂ_ag@rm’ket he
inventionis student can practise witing the strokes w thout an

i nst r uet ars thej ngo poresenbdethushebeimederbl esees | Ehen sianf 7 hBE HWR 1Face.

Being able to learn_at their own pace furthe I I ni .QCess
as 15 t he§ AT RS /il egﬁﬁflanaJtr%gtneaa{i gtfco%n‘ %?tlg%lctéqggcg?f ar?ggoﬁgg'f eel
pressur edrit 05 keeprgp Witprebeibast hefiptshe isdpasisit Thehé nvenepen péaclids t he

witing of ideogrammatic characters by assigning, different col.o t
of strokeshafacteR0iehihgcs&idenhe Scalidids Vfl%tﬁkbgjt% ?H@EEFFolggl?%ué:r?%e.eafg
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ss col outr s*can 'bé used, depgn ing on the conplexit of the ideogrammtic

| angug@e.the student to gquickly remember the character. Ano her
advantage of the invention is the student can practise
writing the strokes without an instructor being present, thus

" being able to learn at his / her own pace. Being able to
learn at their own pace further helps the learning process as

15 they can assimilate information at a comfortable pace, and

not feel pressured to keep up with the rest of the class.

The invention teaches the writing of ideogrammatic characters
by assigning different colours .to each of strokes of a
20 character. The colours indicate the stroke sequence. In the
preferred embodiment, a seven colour scheme is used, although
more or less colours can be used, depending on the complexity

of the ideogrammatic language.

25 Each stroke is assigned a colour, which 1is bright and
distinct from other colours used, to help differentiate the

strokes.

The advantages of this method over existing ones are:
30 a) students know at a glance the order of strokes.
b) students can put in context all the strokes that make up

the character at a glance.



S 25 Each stroke is assigned a colour, which is bright and distinct from
.other colours used, to help differentiate the strokes. The advantages of
this method over existing ones are: 30 a) students know at a gl ance the
order of strokes. b) students can put in context all the strokes that mnake
up the character at a glance. 4 Both these advantages contribute to nmake
an inportant first inpression in the student's mind on the shape of the
character. This first inpression plays an inportant role in 5 hel ping
students nmenorize the character. Direct first inpression coupled with

rei nforcenent practices of between 3 to 5 tines hel ps entrench the

char act eigdupt ochsialdanl,sht BBEBN WorkQ iBritef Desarikpt iaon ohpd healdr afii ngs
Figure 1 shows a few exanpl es of col our coded Chinese characters. %ﬁ
Figure 2ighowsssiofe edanpis oftedmpt ek dhair@ct @Fs FRGui FIAGS rr8?e n
seven strgokes. .Figur S C rmﬁtgg r S 260NSisd At htof ré Y @k nore
20 si nmpl é:?lacgﬁ:s el?'ueﬁ?§%h2?\£%tte%s. Det zalﬁ}gdﬁ%%giriapti or?:c%)f the I nvention
The pref eraled reneadideerits utdnad ziese severchootaotrsr+ o denot e

Direct first impression coupled with reinforcement practices
of between 3 to 5 times helps entrench the character into

students’ memory.

10
i' Brief Description of the Drawings
Figure 1 shows a few examples of colour coded Chinese
characters.
15

Figure 2 shows some examples of complex characters requiring

more than seven strokes.

Figure 3 shows compound characters consisting of two or more

20 simpler constituent characters.
'. Detailed Description of the Invention

The preferred embodiment utilizes seven colours to denote

25 sequence of each stroke. The colours are, in sequence:
- red
- yellow
- blue
- green
30 - black

- purple



25 .sequence of each stroke. The colours are, in sequence: - red - yellow -
-blue - green 30 - black - purple 55 pink Figure 1 shows some exanple of
Chi nese characters witten wth this colour scheme. The characters are
first prepared by 5 an instructor and presented to the student. Upon

| ooking at the character, the student sges the shape of the whole
character, and start practising the strokes in the follow ng sequence;

red, yellow, blue, green and so forth. 10 Sone characters require nore than
seven strokes, il which case, the colours are repeated fromthe eighth
stroke onmard% In Chinese witing, followng the basic witing rules,
i.e. characters are witten left to right and top to bottom the

possibility of a st dent nm staking the eigh trgoke e ik one
is very MW, lasSERES eiSgiftth ﬁﬁ%m gubsé%u%ﬁ%&éféokes ﬁ% d%%ery Eﬁgﬁab|y
in SUChi%f%ﬁ'ﬁﬂf%‘ééﬂo&hes@H@mQCtEMeaeh&ﬁaﬁﬂkESthee1ﬂmkskepyepam@ddéwes
for the first series of seven strokes. ure 2 shomsd?xanpges su
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the character, the student sees the shape of the whole
character, and start practising the strokes in the following

sequence; red, yellow, blue, green and so forth.

10 Some characters require more than seven strokes, in which

. case, the <colours are repeated from the eighth stroke
onwards. In Chinese writing, following the basic writing

rules, i.e. characters are written left to right and top to

bottom, the possibility of a student mistaking the eighth

15 stroke for the first one is very minimal, as the eighth and
subsequent strokes would very probably in such a position in

the character as to make them unlikely candidates for the

first series of seven strokes. Figure 2 shows examples such

characters.
20
Many complicated characters are compound characters, which
. consist of a grouping of several simpler characters. In such

instances, the colour scheme 1is applied to each of the
simpler characters. If a compound character consists of two
25 simpler characters, each constituent character 1s written
using the same colour scheme, i.e. the first constituent
character is written using the colour sequence red, yellow
blue on so forth. The seccnd constituent character is also
written using the sequence red, yellow, blue etc., even if
30 the first constituent character required fewer than seven
strokes to write. This is shown in Figure 3. When students

see such characters, they know they are writing a compound



consi st ‘of a grouping of several sinpler characters. In such instances,
-the colour schene is applied to each of the sinpler characters. If a
conmpound character consists of two 25 sinpler characters, each constituent
character is witten wusing the sane colour schene, i.e. the first
constituent <character is witten using the col our sequence red, yellow
blue on so forth. The second constituent character is also witten using
t he sequence red, yellow, blue etc., even if 30 the first constituent
character required fewer than seven strokes to wite. This i eSh%%“ in

Figure 3.charartaudediyvasbe $ich QRAOAE eSEh ey USSS they tAFe WHifing a

cormpound 6, character.y » 116, COLQULSERRRBNUSEI1 Y NabPeikblr b the
constituent character also can be continuously applied to the second

const i t uendcaidhceon el stemiens 1knews hehes thimsing G eies et he hBraéEeFhwPrtEng

rules, i.e. characters are witten,l eft to_5.right d o] The
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cl ai mss5 t hatsfoldrew.cdh theododdon Nng clains, reference characters used to
designate claimsteps 10 are provided for conveni ence of description only,
and are not intended to inply any particular order for performng the

steps. 7 Tﬁ%éﬂégbge.Abfﬁtgﬁg.f?ﬁvéﬁ@§8ﬁngsﬂﬁhﬁﬁngb@f bdeggeanmehily in
characters “conprising of utilizing a plurality of pre-determ ned col our

accordance with the claims that follow. In the following

claims, reference characters used to designate claim steps

10 are provided for convenience of description only, and are not

‘ intended to imply any particular order for performing the

steps.



5 schene to denote the sequence of strokes of said ideogrammatic
.characters. 2. The method for teaching witing of ideogrammatic characters

as claimed in claim1, wherein said pre-determned 10 col our schene

utilized in said ideogrammati c characters are bright and distinct from

one another. 3. The nmethod for teaching,witing of ideogrammtic

characters as clainmed in any claim1l to72, wherein if the 15 nunber of

strokes required to wite said ideogrammatic character exceeds number of

pre-deterpd ned col ours used in said colour schene, said colours are

repeated TTPTHe sane sequence. 20 4. The nethod for teaching witing of

i deogrammatic characters as clainmed in any claiml1 to 3, wherein said for

i deogrammatic character which is a compound har.act er conpr.i si I
i ] mmatilc I%%a%fte vera
Sach ofcq € si

sinpler charBcier§odsadlrd d&6UH ¥bHENE-T1S 4 pi-PEG9¢E8 pl er
constit ueé'&m;?f'f%ﬁrgc% eL$- ue212zihhe At Nosh fofy t @achiragdetietrnigeadf colour

i deogrammatic acters clained in any claiml to 4, wherein said fo
i deogr anmmthenehartact edewhiceh i sha coipsbiRftFEhardct ePtrebfpri sthg ot

several sjnpler characters t? equence of the 30 col our schenme could al so
be c?ntinh% %?§a?$ﬁﬁ}%dg??%%$ %ﬁg'first constituent to the second
constituent.

2. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic
characters as claimed in claim 1, wherein said pre-determined
10 colour scheme utilized in said ideogrammatic characters are

‘ bright and distinct from one another.

3. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic
characters as claimed in any claim 1 to 2, wherein if the
15 number of strokes required to write said ideogrammatic
character exceeds number of pre-determined colours used in
said colour scheme, said colours are repeated in the same

sequence.

20 4. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic
characters as claimed in any claim 1 to 3, wherein said for

‘ ideogrammatic character which 1is a compound character
comprising of several simpler characters, said colour scheme
is applied to each of the simpler constituent characters.

25
5. The method for teaching writing of ideogrammatic
characters claimed in any claim 1 to 4, wherein said for
ideogrammatic character which 1s a compound character
comprising of several simpler characters, the sequence of the

30 colour scheme could also be continuously applied from the

first constituent to the second constituent.



