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In a first set of enbodinents, there is a single U- 10 shaped rall cent er ed
bet ween two side raif's. In a second set of enbodi ments, there-are two
U-shaped rails, each disposed al ong a r esperacrve si de of the slider
surface. -

NEGATIVE PRESSURE AIR BEARING SLIDER

A negative-pressure air bearing slider structure includes a slider
surface facing a data storage medium,.the surface having a leading edge -
5 relative to the motion of the data storage medium. A U-shaped rail with
a closed end facing the leading edge and an open end facing the trailing
edge is formed on the slider surface. The closed end of the U-shaped
rail extends laterally across substantially less than the width of the
slider surface. In a first set of embodiments, there is a single U-
10 shaped rail centered between two side rails. In a second set of
embodiments, there are two U-shaped rails, each disposed along a

respective side of the slider surface.
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