Descri ption
TI TLE OF THE | NVENTI ON

TOLL- FREE SUBSCRI PTI ON AND RENTAL SERVI CE SYSTEM

Field of the Invention

[ 0001]

This invention relates to a toll-free subscription and rental
service system wherein the system provides users wth digital
content distribution services, rental services such as novable and
i movabl e properties, and the subscription services that are
normally provided with a charge.

Background Art
[ 0002]

Recently, a content distribution system that distributes digita
content such as nusic, videos, and ganmes from a server device to a
term nal device such as a smartphone or a PC via conmmuni cati ons such
as the Internet, have becone popular. Those content are avail able
in the termnal device. In this case, subscriptions (also known as
peri odi ¢ subscriptions or continuous purchases) have been w dely and
commonly used, wherein a fee is paid for the right to use products
or services for a certain period of time, rather than owning or
purchasing interesting products or services.

[ 0003]

For exanple, as content rentals, a system has been disclosed for
managi ng rentals of video content that can be viewed on one or nore
types of view ng devices (refer to Patent Reference 1). Further, as
a novabl e property rental system a bicycle rental system has been
di scl osed, wherein the manager can better understand the condition
of the bicycles, thereby inproving the service in this system (refer
to Patent Reference 2).

Ctation List

Patent Literature

[ 0004]

[Patent Reference 1] Japanese Unexam ned Patent Application
Publication (Translation of PCT Application) No. 2011-508933
[Patent Reference 2] Japanese Unexam ned Patent Application
Publ i cati on No. 2021-140391

BRI EF SUMVARY OF THE | NVENTI ON

Probl ens that Invention is to Sol ve

[ 0005]

The subscription business nodel described above has the advant age
t hat users can purchase only the content that interests them However,
in the case of fixed-price purchases and so on, there are problens
in that users may continue to subscribe to unnecessary services, or
may prolong the charges for content that is no |onger needed, due
to | ack of awareness.

[ 0006]



On the other hand, a subscription is a business nodel in which
profits are generated according to the nunber of subscribers. For
this reason, it is difficult for rental service providers, such as
start-up conpanies, that |ack funds to continue providing attractive
content distributions and rental services. This results in a barrier
for themto enter a rental business.

[ 0007]

The present invention has been made in view of the above-nentioned
probl ens and has an objective to provide a toll-free subscription
and rental service systemthat can appropriately prevent users from
bei ng charged for services that are no |onger necessary, and that
all ow users to receive these services free of charge, in terns of
subscription services for consunmer goods such as food and drink for
a fixed period at a fixed price, or content distributions and ot her
rental services for novabl e properties and real estates.

Means to sol ve the Probl ens
[ 0008]

In order to achieve the above-nentioned purpose, this invention is
a toll-free subscription and rental service system conprising: a
term nal device that is owned by a user who recei ves the subscription
and rental service; and a busi ness operator server that is connected
to the termnal device via network and is managed by a business
operator who provides the subscription and rental service to the
user for free, wherein the termninal device conpri sing: a
transmitting/receiving unit that transmts and receives data wth
t he busi ness operator server; a point purchasing unit that purchases
poi nts to be used when receiving the subscription and rental service;
a deposit point determnation unit that determ nes deposit points
to be deposited to the business operator, which provides the
subscription and rental service based on the total points purchased
via the point purchasing unit; a deposit period designation unit
t hat desi gnates the deposit period for depositing the deposit points;
and a provided service selection unit that selects a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period, wherein the
busi ness operator server conprising: a communication unit that
comuni cates with the term nal device; a deposit point storage unit
that stores deposit points deposited from the term nal device via
t he conmunication unit; a provided service determnation unit that
determ nes an available toll-free subscription and rental service
based on the deposit points and the deposit period in a case when
recei ving the deposit points and the deposit period fromthe term nal
device via the comrunication unit; a period mnagenent unit that
manages the period of the subscription and rental service, which is
used by the user of the termnal device; and a nenory unit that
menorizes user information to which the subscription and rental
service is provided.



[ 0009]

As for this toll-free subscription and rental service system it is
preferabl e that the peri od managenent unit returns the deposit points,
whi ch correspond to a user and have been deposited in the deposit
poi nt storage unit, to the term nal device, in a case when the period
of the subscription and rental service used by the user has ended.

[ 0010]

As for this toll-free subscription and rental service system it is
preferable that the nmenory unit menorizes information relating to
nanme, password, the deposit points, provided services, and the
deposit period of each user who uses the toll-free subscription and
rental service.

[ 0011]

As for this toll-free subscription and rental service system it is
preferable that the deposit point is a point or virtual currency
that is provided by the busi ness operator to the user of the termna
devi ce.

[ 0012]

As for this toll-free subscription and rental service system it is
preferable that the rental service includes a digital content
distribution service and a rental service such as novable and
i movabl e properties; and wherein the subscription service includes
the offering of a designated service or designated consuner goods
i n exchange for paying a fixed anount at a fixed interval.

[ 0013]

In order to solve the above-nentioned problens, this invention is
a programthat is used for a term nal device, which is owned by a
user who receives a toll-free subscription and rental service, the
program conprising: a transmtting/receiving step of transmtting
and receiving data with a busi ness operator server that provides the
subscription and rental service; a point purchasing step of
purchasing points to be used when receiving the subscription and
rental service; a deposit point determnation step of determ ning
deposit points to be deposited to the business operator, which
provi des the rental service based on the total points purchased via
the point purchasing step; a deposit period designation step of
designating the deposit period for depositing the deposit points;
and a provided service selection step of selecting a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit peri od.

[ 0014]

In order to solve the above-nentioned problens, this invention is
a programthat is used for a device nanaged by a busi ness operator,
whi ch provides a toll-free subscription and rental service to a user,
while connecting wwth a termnal device via network, the program
conprising: a comuni cation step of comrunicating with the term na
device; a deposit point storage step of storing deposit points
deposited from the termnal device in the comrunication step; a
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provi ded service determnation step of determning an avail able
toll-free subscription and rental service based on the deposit points
and the deposit period, in a case when receiving the deposit points
and the deposit period fromthe term nal device in the conmunication
step; a period managenent step of nmanaging the period of the
subscription and rental service, which is used by the user of the
term nal device; and a nmenory step of nmenorizing user information
to which the subscription and rental service is provided.

[ 0015]

In order to solve the above-nentioned problens, this invention is
a termnal device that is owned by a user who receives a subscription
and rental service, and that is connected to a business operator
server, which is nmanaged by a business operator who provides the
subscription and rental service to the user for free, the termna
device conprising: a transmtting/receiving unit that transmts and
receives data with the business operator server; a point purchasing
unit that purchases points to be used when receiving the subscription
and rental service; a deposit point determination wunit that
determ nes deposit points to be deposited to the business operator,
whi ch provi des the subscription and rental service based on the total
poi nts purchased via the point purchasing unit; a deposit period
designation unit that designates the deposit period for depositing
the deposit points; and a provided service selection unit that
sel ects a desired subscription and rental service fromat |east one
available toll-free subscription and rental services, which have
been determ ned based on the deposit points and the deposit period.
[ 0016]

In order to solve the above-nentioned problens, this invention is
a business operator server that is connected to a term nal device,
which is owned by a user who receives a subscription and rental
service, via network and is managed by a business operator who
provi des the subscription and rental service to the user for free,
t he busi ness operator server conprising: a communication unit that
comuni cates with the term nal device; a deposit point storage unit
that stores deposit points deposited from the term nal device via
t he conmuni cation unit; a provided service determnation unit that
determnes an available toll-free subscription and rental service
based on the deposit points and the deposit period in a case when
recei ving the deposit points and t he deposit period fromthe terni nal
device via the comrunication unit; a period managenent unit that
manages the period of the subscription and rental service, which is
used by the user of the termnal device; and a nenory unit that
menorizes user information to which the subscription and rental
service is provided.

Effects of the Invention

[0017]

This inventionis atoll-free subscription and rental service system
conprising: a termnal device that is owed by a user who receives
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t he subscription and rental service; and a busi ness operator server
that is connected to the term nal device via network and i s managed
by a business operator who provides the subscription and rental
service to the user for free. The term nal device conprises: a
transmtting/receiving unit that transmts and receives data wth
t he busi ness operator server; a point purchasing unit that purchases
poi nts to be used when receiving the subscription and rental service;
a deposit point determnation unit that determ nes deposit points
to be deposited to the business operator, which provides the
subscription and rental service based on the total points purchased
via the point purchasing unit; a deposit period designation unit
t hat designates the deposit period for depositing the deposit points;
and a provided service selection unit that selects a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period. The business
operator server conprises: a comunication unit that comunicates
with the term nal device; a deposit point storage unit that stores
deposit points deposited from the termnal device via the
comuni cation unit; a provided service determnation unit that
determ nes an available toll-free subscription and rental service
based on the deposit points and deposit period in a case when
receiving the deposit points and deposit period from the termna
device via the comunication unit; a period managenent unit that
manages the period of the subscription and rental service, which is
used by the user of the terminal device; and a nmenory unit that
menori zes user information to which the subscription and rental
service is provided. Wth this configuration, in terns of content
di stributions and other novable properties and real estate rental
services, the toll-free system appropriately prevents users from
bei ng charged for services that are no | onger needed and can provide
these rental services free of charge. Furthernore, if a conpany pl ans
to popularize points or virtual currency that are issued by the
conpany, the conpany could collaborate wth paid subscription
servi ces of fered by ot her conpani es. And then, the conpany asks users
of those services to purchase and deposit points issued by the
conpany. As a result, the conpany can nake the previously paid
service free of charge, thereby benefiting users and hopefully
i ncreasi ng awar eness and popularity of the conpany's currency.

Brief description of Draw ngs
[ 0018]

Fig. 1 is a whole configuration diagram showing a toll-free
subscription and rental service system according to an enbodi nent
of this invention.

Fig. 2 is a functional block diagram showing the toll-free
subscription and rental service system



Fig. 3 is a diagram showi ng a user managenent table nenorized in a
busi ness operator server, which is conposed of the toll-free
subscription and rental service system

Fig. 4 is a diagramshowi ng an exanpl e of a screen displayed on the
di splay unit of the term nal device, which is conposed of the toll-
free subscription and rental service system

Fig. 5is a diagramshow ng an exanpl e of a screen displayed on the
di splay unit of the term nal device.

Fig. 6 is a diagramshow ng an exanpl e of a screen displayed on the
di splay unit of the term nal device.

Fig. 7 is a diagramshowi ng an exanpl e of a screen displayed on the
di splay unit of the term nal device.

Fig. 8 is a diagramshowi ng an exanpl e of a screen displayed on the
di splay unit of the term nal device.

Fig. 9 is a sequence diagram showi ng an exanple of flows of the
toll-free subscription and rental service system

Description of Enbodi nents
[0019]
( Enbodi nent)

A toll-free subscription and rental service system (hereinafter
referred to as a toll-free system according to an enbodi nent of the
present invention will be described with reference to the figures.
This toll-free system can provide users with subscription services
for digital distribution content such as nusic, videos, and ganes,
rental services for honme appliances, novable properties such as
clothing and cars, and real estate such as rental apartnents and
private | odgi ngs free of charge while making it easier for a business
operator to raise funds. In this specification, the term
"subscription" or "rental service" is synonynous with at |east one
of a subscription and a rental service. The subscription service
also includes the offering of designated services or designated
consunmer goods in exchange for paying a fixed anmpbunt at a fixed
i nterval
[ 0020]
<Overal |l system di agranp

First, the overall configuration of the toll-free system according
to the present enbodinent will be described with reference to FIG
1. Inthis toll-free systemS, a term nal device 1 owned by a user
a digital currency issuing server 2, a business operator server 3
managed by a business operator o which operates a rental business
etc., and a content server 4 which provides digital content such as
musi ¢, video, and ganes, are connected via a w de area network such
as the Internet.

[ 0021]

The termnal device 1 is a communication termnal such as a
smart phone or a personal conputer owned by the user of the toll-free
system S. The term nal device 1 establishes a comrunication session
with the digital currency issuing server 2, the business operator
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server 3, and the content server 4 based on a specified protocol
and transmts and receives data and files related to free rental
contracts, etc. The termnal device 1 displays a website and
dedi cated application screen, which are provided by the business
operator o. This display is, for example, a screen that uses a GUI
(Graphical User Interface) for atoll-free service contract, as shown
in FIG 4 to FIG 8 described bel ow.

[ 0022]

The digital currency issuing server 2 is a server device that issues
and manages a digital currency such as a virtual currency. The
digital currency issuing server 2 is operated by a dedi cated sal es
outlet, where the digital currency can be purchased based on Japanese
yen, and the purchased digital currency is basically deposited to
t he dedi cated sal es outlet.

[ 0023]

The busi ness operator server 3 is a server device managed by the
business operator o that provides the toll-free system S and manages
t he deposit points, free services, service period, and usage rights
of users (rental nenbers). In addition, the business operator server
3is aserver that distributes a usage license for the content server
4 and the like to the term nal device 1. In this enbodi nent, as shown
in FIG. 1, the Dbusiness operator o basically operates a rental
busi ness 5 of novabl e and i mmovabl e properties other than digita
contents, and manages novabl e properties 51 such as hone appli ances,
cl ot hing, cars, and books, and i mmovabl e properties 52 such as rental
properti es.

[ 0024]

In this enbodi nent, the content server 4 is a server that i s managed
by the business operator a and distributes digital contents to the
termnal device 1. The terminal device 1 uses a license issued by
the business operator server 3 based on the contract details and
pl ays content such as nusic, video, and games distributed fromthe
content server 4. Herein, the content server 4 does not necessarily
have to be operated by the business operator o, and may be a content
distribution server 4 operated by another conpany that cooperates
with the business operator o.

[ 0025]
<Functional bl ock di agranp

Next, the functional blocks of each processing unit of the toll-

free system S according to the present enbodinent will be described
with reference to FIG 2.
[ 0026]

The term nal device 1 conprises at least an input unit 11 using a
keyboard function, a display unit 12 such as an LCD screen, a
transmtting/receiving unit 13 for transmtting and receiving data
bet ween t he busi ness operator server 3 and the content server 4, and
a program execution unit 14 for executing a web browser or a
dedi cated application for receiving the rental service of the
business operator o. A user of the terminal device 1 refers to the
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screen displayed on the display unit 12 and uses the input unit 11
to purchase points from the business operator o or the digital
currency issuing server 2. Then, the user can receive free access
to desired services based on these points. In addition, it is
preferable that the points used inthetoll-free systemS are digital

currencies such as Bitcoin (registered trademark) and Ethereum
(registered trademark), which can basically be converted into cash

[ 0027]

More specifically, the input unit 11 functions as a poi nt purchasi ng
unit 1la that purchases points to be used when receiving rental
services, etc., a deposit point determination wunit 11b that
determ nes deposit points to be deposited to the business operator
providing the rental service, etc. based on the total points
purchased via the point purchasing unit 1la, a deposit period
designation wunit 1lc that designates the deposit period for
depositing the deposit points, and a provided service selection unit
11d that selects a desired rental service, etc. from at |east one
avail able and free rental service and so on, which are determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit peri od.

[ 0028]

Herein, the point purchasing unit 1la can purchase points to be
used when receiving rental services, etc. fromthe business operator
server 3 or purchase points issued by other operators (e.g., the
digital currency issuing server 2) other than the business operator
server 3 via an APl (Application Programm ng Interface).

[ 0029]

The busi ness operator server 3 is a termnal such as a conputer,
whi ch conprises an input unit 31 such as a keyboard that accepts
input from the business operator o, a display unit 32 such as an
LCD, a conmunication unit 33 that transmits and receives data with
the term nal device 1, a deposit point storage unit 34 that stores
deposit points deposited from the termnal device 1 via the
comruni cation unit 33, a provided service determ nation unit 35 that
determ nes available toll-free rental services, etc., based on the
deposit points and the deposit period in a case when receiving the
deposit points and the deposit period fromthe term nal device 1 via
the conmuni cation unit 33, a period nanagenment unit 36 that manages
the period of the rental service, etc. used by the user of the
termnal device 1, and a nenory unit 37 that nenorizes user
information to which the rental service, etc. is provided.

[ 0030]

Herein, in a case when the period of the rental service or the |ike
used by the user has ended, the period managenent unit 36 notifies
the termnal device 1 of the end of the period and returns the
deposit points, which correspond to the user and have been deposited
in the deposit point storage unit 34, to the term nal device 1. The
comruni cation unit 33 receives a processing request (HITP request)
fromthe user of the termnal device 1 via the HITP protocol and



sends a response. The data format of the HITP request transmtted
and received by the communication unit 33 is, for exanple, XM.

[ 0031]

The nmenory unit 37 keeps a user nmanagenent table 300 shown in FIG
3. The user managenent table 300 shows information for each user of
the toll-free system S, such as the ID, nane, kana, romanized
characters, password, deposit points, provided services, deposit
period, and email|l address. Furthernore, the authentication process
for the user by the business operator o can be performed by referring
to the user managenent table 300.

[ 0032]

<Di spl ay of term nal device>

Next, exanpl es of screen displays when a user of the term nal device
1 experiences a rental contract will be described with reference to
FIGS. 4 to 8. In a case when logging in to the website provided by
the business operator o using terminal device 1, a login screen may
be displayed on the display of termnal device 1 and the user may

access his/her personal page by entering a personal ID or a
regi stered password.
[ 0033]

First, the user of the termnal device 1 inputs his/her name 401
and purchase points 402 on the display 400 shown in FIG 4 and
presses a purchase button 403 to purchase points to be deposited
when renting in advance. Herein, these points may be cashabl e points
issued by the business operator o, the number of shares issued by
the business operator o, or digital currency such as Bitcoin
(registered trademark) issued via the digital currency issuing
server 2.

[ 0034]

Next, a user who wishes to use a rental service or the like from
the business operator o visits the business operator o site shown
in display 500 of FIG 5 and inputs any of the deposit points 502
and the deposit period 503, based on the total points 501 owned by
the user, and presses OK button 504 to notify the busi ness operator
a of the deposit points and the deposit period.

[ 0035]

And then, as shown in display 600 of FIG 6, the response 601
i ndicates the type of rental service and the |ike that can be used
for free according to the deposit points and the deposit period from
t he busi ness operator server 3, which is displayed on the display
unit 12 of the termnal device 1. Then, the user of the term nal
device 1 selects the desired rental service, etc. fromthe nultiple
rental services, etc. shown in the response 601 within the usage
limt (multiple selections are possible in this case) via the input
unit 11 and presses the decision button 602. Then, the user of the
termnal device 1 receives the desired rental service or the like.
Herein, if the anbunt of the deposit points is bigger, nore val uable
real estate such as a rental apartnent and a rental service for a



nmovabl e property such as hone appliances are proposed i n the response
601.
[ 0036]

When the deposit period managed by the period nanagenment unit 36
of the business operator server 3 expires, the termnal device 1 of
the user of the rental service receives a notice of the expiration
of the rental period as shown in FIG 7. Herein, "End of distribution
service (701)" and " Return of item (702)" are displayed, and the
deposit points are automatically returned.

[ 0037]

Finally, in a case when the user selects the confirmation button
704 for "End of distribution service (701)" or "Return of item
(702)," the points 801 that have been automatically returned from
the business operator o to the user's terminal device 1 immediately
after the deposit period ends and the current total points 802 are
di spl ayed, as shown in FIG 8. It is also possible to extend the
deposit period by selecting "Extend Deposit Period (703)" on the
screen 700 shown in FIG 7.

[ 0038]

As mentioned above, the business operator o basically makes a profit
by investing the funds, which have been received when points such
as digital currency are purchased or the funds based on t he deposited
digital currency, intoits own business or by managi ng themin stocks,
etc. In this case, if the profits fromthese operations exceed the
costs of the rental services, the business operator o can make
profits. In that case, the business operator o will be able to
provi de various rental services to users free of charge. As a result,
the toll-free system S can provide a free digital content
di stribution service and a free rental service for novable property
and real estate.

[ 0039]

On the other hand, a user of this toll-free system S can receive
subscription services or rental services according to the deposit
points free of charge for a specified period sinply by purchasing
cashable points and depositing them with the business operator «o.
At the sane tinme, the user also certainly receives a refund of the
cashabl e poi nts when the contract period has el apsed. Therefore, the
user will not be charged for services that are no | onger needed.

[ 0040]
<Sequence di agranme

Next, the overall sequence of the toll-free system S according to
this enbodi ment will be explained with reference to FIG 9. It should
be noted that FIG 9 is nerely an exanple, and other sequences wth
different orders are al so possible.

[ 0041]

First, the user of the termnal device 1 purchases points fromthe
busi ness operator server 3 using a dedicated application or the like
(S901). Then, the anmount of points corresponding to the anount of
the invested funds is given to the ternminal device 1 (S902). It is
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noted that these points are points such as virtual currency that can
be converted into cash.
[ 0042]

Next, the user who wi shes to use the toll-free system S determ nes
t he deposit points and the deposit period via the term nal device 1
(S903) and receives a response related to the available rental
services and the like free of charge from the business operator
server 3 according to the deposit points and the deposit period
(S904) .

[ 0043]

Then, the user of the termi nal device 1 determ nes a desired rental
service or the |like from anong the responded services (S905). This
figure shows a case where the user chooses a service fromthe content
server 4, then the user is given a license for playing the content
fromthe business operator server 3 (S906). The user of the term na
device 1 transnmits the license to the content server 4 and plays the
content (S907). After this, the user can play any content for free
during the avail abl e peri od.

[ 0044]

Next, in a case when the deposit period nanaged by the period
managenent unit 36 of the business operator server 3 has ended, all
of the deposit points done in S903 are automatically returned from
t he busi ness operator server 3 to the termnal device 1. At the sane
time, a notice of expiration of the period is sent to the term nal
device 1 (S909). Upon receiving this notice of expiration, the user
notifies the confirmation notification, and at the sane tine, the
content distribution is also term nated (S910).

[ 0045]

Herein, the user of the termnal device 1 can then nmake a point
selling request to the business operator server 3 at a desired tine
(S911). As a result, the user can receive a refund of the funds that
is initially paid by the user (S912). During the period from S902
to S912, the business operator o makes a profit by investing funds
inits own business or by investing in stocks or the |iKke.

[ 0046]

As nmentioned above, the invention according to this enbodinent is
atoll-free system S conprising: a termnal device 1 that is owned
by a user who receives the subscription and rental service; and a
busi ness operator server 3 that is connected to the term nal device
via the Internet and i s managed by a busi ness operator who provides
the toll-free subscription and rental service to the user. The
term nal device 1 conprises: a transmitting/receiving unit 13 that
transmts and receives data wth the business operator server 3; a
poi nt purchasing unit 1la that purchases points to be used when
receiving the subscription and rental service; a deposit point
determ nation unit 11b that determ nes deposit points to be deposited
with the business operator, which provides the subscription and
rental service based on the total points purchased via the point
purchasing unit 1la; a deposit period designation unit 11c that
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desi gnates the deposit period for depositing the deposit points; and
a provided service selection wunit 11d that selects a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period. The business
operator server 3 conprises: a conmunication wunit 33 that
comuni cates with the termnal device 1, a deposit point storage
unit 34 that accunul ates deposit points deposited fromthe term na
device via the comunication unit 33; a provided service
determnation wunit 35 that determnes an available toll-free
subscription and rental service based on the deposit points and
deposit period in a case when receiving the deposit points and
deposit period fromthe term nal device via the comrunication unit;
a period managenent wunit 36 that manages the period of the
subscription and rental service, which is used by the user of the
term nal device 1; and a nmenory unit 37 that stores user infornation
to which the subscription and rental service is provided.

[ 0047]

Wth this configuration, in terns of content distribution and ot her
nmovabl e and i mmovabl e property rental services, a user of the toll-
free systemS can receive rental and distribution services for free.
In addition, it is possible to appropriately prevent users frombeing
charged for services that are no | onger necessary. On the ot her hand,
in the case where the business operator o is in an unreliable stage
such as a start-up stage, they can obtain a |arge anount of funds
as an effective fund-raising nethod.

[ 0048]

In other words, the business operator server 3 identifies the
products that can be rented fromthe regi stered products according
to the deposit points and the deposit period designhated by the user
and returns that information onto the screen of the term nal device
1. Basically, the nore the deposit points, the nore products that
can be used free of charge.

[ 0049]

Furthermore, 1if the business operator o wishes to popularize the
points or virtual currency issued by thenselves, it can coll aborate
with any charged subscription services offered by other conpanies.
This results in allowi ng users of those other conpanies' services
to purchase and deposit points issued by the business operator o.
This will nake a subscription service, that was previously paid, for
free, providing benefits to users while also hopefully increasing
awar eness and popularity of the conpany's currency.

[ 0050]

Herein, the points returned by the business operator o to the user
of termnal device 1 do not necessarily have to be the full anount
of the deposit points, but may be returned at a rate according to
the business performance of the business operator ao. If it is not
possible to refund the deposit points (digital currency) due to
mismanagement by the business operator o, it is anticipated that a
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user-paid systemw |l be in place, wherein the user may have a risk
in said system In addition, it is also possible that a coll ateral
system in the form of stocks is one of the options, wherein the
system may use assets owned by the conmpany as the service according
to the present invention or the business operator o as collateral.
Inthis case, the total anmount of the deposit noney will be allocated
to the stocks as each user’s share.

[ 0051]

It is to be noted that the present invention is not limted to the
above-descri bed enbodinents and nodified exanples, and various
nodi fications are possible within the spirit and scope of the present
invention. Note that in order to achieve the above objectives as the
toll-free system S, it is also possible to enbody as the toll-free
rental nmethod that includes, as its steps, the characteristic units
included inthe toll-free systemS and to enbody as a program causi ng
a conputer to execute such steps. It should be also noted that such
program can be distributed on a recordi ng nedi um such as a USB and
over a transm ssion medium such as the Internet.

Ref erence Signs Li st

[ 0052]

Stoll-free subscription and rental service system
1 term nal device

2 digital currency issuing server

3 busi ness operator server

4 content server

5 rental business

11 input unit

11a point purchasing unit

11b deposit point determ nation unit
11c deposit period designation unit
11d provided service selection unit
12 display unit

13 transmtting/receiving unit

14 program execution unit

31 input unit

32 display unit

33 comuni cation unit

34 deposit point storage unit

35 provided service determ nation unit
36 period managenent unit

37 nmenory unit

13



CLAI M5
VWhat is clained is:

1. Atoll-free subscription and rental service system conprising:

a termnal device that is owned by a user who receives the
subscription and rental service; and

a business operator server that is connected to the term nal device
via network and is managed by a business operator who provides the
subscription and rental service to the user for free,

wherein the term nal device conprising:

atransmtting/receiving unit that transmts and receives data with
t he busi ness operator server;

a point purchasing unit that purchases points to be used when
recei ving the subscription and rental service;

a deposit point determnation unit that determ nes deposit points
to be deposited to the business operator, which provides the
subscription and rental service based on the total points purchased
via the point purchasing unit;

a deposit period designation unit that designates the deposit period
for depositing the deposit points; and

a provided service selection wunit that selects a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period,

wherein the busi ness operator server conpri sing:

a conmuni cation unit that communicates with the term nal devi ce;

a deposit point storage unit that stores deposit points deposited
fromthe termnal device via the comrunication unit;

a provided service determnation unit that determ nes an avail able
toll-free subscription and rental service based on the deposit points
and the deposit period in a case when receiving the deposit points
and t he deposit period fromthe term nal device via the conmuni cation
unit;

a peri od managenent unit that nmanages the period of the subscription
and rental service, which is used by the user of the term nal device;
and

a menory unit that nenorizes wuser information to which the
subscription and rental service is provided.

2. The toll-free subscription and rental service system according
to claim1,

wherein the period managenent unit returns the deposit points, which
correspond to a user and have been deposited in the deposit point
storage unit, to the termnal device, in a case when the period of
t he subscription and rental service used by the user has ended.

3. The toll-free subscription and rental service system according
toclaiml or 2,

wherein the nmenory unit nenorizes information relating to nane,
password, the deposit points, provided services, and the deposit
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period of each user who uses the toll-free subscription and rental
servi ce.

4. The toll-free subscription and rental service system according
to one of clains 1 to 3,

wherein the deposit point is a point or virtual currency that is
provi ded by the busi ness operator to the user of the term nal device.

5. The toll-free subscription and rental service system according
to one of clains 1 to 4,

wherein the rental service includes a digital content distribution
service and a rental service such as novable and inmovable
properties; and

wherein the subscription service includes the offering of a
designated service or designated consuner goods in exchange for
paying a fixed anmount at a fixed interval.

6. A programthat is used for a term nal device, which is owned by
a user who receives a toll-free subscription and rental service, the
program conpri si ng:

a transmtting/receiving step of transmitting and receiving data
with a business operator server that provides the subscription and
rental service,;

a point purchasing step of purchasing points to be used when
recei ving the subscription and rental service;

a deposit point determ nation step of determ ning deposit points to
be deposited to the business operator, which provides the rental
service based on the total points purchased via the point purchasing
st ep;

a deposit period designation step of designating the deposit period
for depositing the deposit points; and

a provided service selection step of selecting a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period.

7. Aprogramthat is used for a devi ce managed by a busi ness operat or,
whi ch provides atoll-free subscription and rental service to a user,
while connecting wwth a termnal device via network, the program
conpri si ng:

a communi cati on step of communicating with the term nal device;

a deposit point storage step of storing deposit points deposited
fromthe term nal device in the conmunication step

a provided service determ nation step of determning an avail able
toll-free subscription and rental service based on the deposit points
and the deposit period, in a case when receiving the deposit points
and the deposit period fromthe term nal device in the conmunication
st ep;
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a period managenent step of managi ng the period of the subscription
and rental service, which is used by the user of the term nal devi ce;
and

a nmenory step of nenorizing user information to which the
subscription and rental service is provided.

8. A termnal device that is owned by a user who receives a
subscription and rental service, and that is connected to a business
operator server, which is managed by a busi ness operat or who provi des
the subscription and rental service to the user for free, the
term nal device conprising:

atransmtting/receiving unit that transmts and receives data with
t he busi ness operator server;

a point purchasing unit that purchases points to be used when
recei ving the subscription and rental service;

a deposit point determ nation unit that determ nes deposit points
to be deposited to the business operator, which provides the
subscription and rental service based on the total points purchased
via the point purchasing unit;

a deposit period designation unit that designates the deposit period
for depositing the deposit points; and

a provided service selection wunit that selects a desired
subscription and rental service from at |east one available toll-
free subscription and rental services, which have been determ ned
based on the deposit points and the deposit period.

9. A business operator server that is connected to a term nal device,
which is owned by a user who receives a subscription and rental
service, via network and is managed by a business operator who
provi des the subscription and rental service to the user for free,
t he busi ness operator server conprising:

a conmuni cation unit that communicates with the term nal devi ce;

a deposit point storage unit that stores deposit points deposited
fromthe termnal device via the comrunication unit;

a provided service determnation unit that determ nes an avail abl e
toll-free subscription and rental service based on the deposit points
and the deposit period in a case when receiving the deposit points
and the deposit period fromthe term nal device via the conmuni cation
uni t;

a peri od managenent unit that nmanages the period of the subscription
and rental service, which is used by the user of the term nal device;
and

a nmenory unit that nenorizes wuser information to which the
subscription and rental service is provided.
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