
A device for transporting and focusing ions in a low
vacuum or atmospheric-pressure region of a mass
spectrometer is constructed from a plurality of
longitudinally spaced apart electrodes to which
oscillatory (e.g., radio-frequency) voltages are
applied, hi order to create a tapered field that
focuses ions to a narrow beam near the device exit,
the inter-electrode spacing or the oscillatory voltage
amplitude is increased in the direction of ion travel.




