What is claimed is:

1. A bariatric clamp comprising:

a\(irst elongated portion having a distal end, a proximal end, a first substrate
member, and a first polymer portion;

a second Yongated portion having a distal end, a proximal end, a second substrate

membxr, and a second polymer portion;

a fastener portion disposed towards tIR distal end of the second elongated portion;
and
an engagement portion disposed adjacent the Nyst elongated portion, the
engagement portion operabie to engage th\fastener portion to retain the
bariatric clamp in a substantially closed positi
e first substrate

2. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one o

member or second substrate member is partially disposed within the bighNportion.

3. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first an

substrate members are comprised of titanium.
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4. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the fastener portion includes one

more openings operable to receive at least a portion of the engagement portion.

The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the first polymer portion, second

\on, and third polymer portion comprise a polymer overmold of the bariatric

6. The barialyjc clamp of claim 1, wherein the first and second elongated

substantially closed position.

7. The bariatric clamp of claim 6, whereiX the flexible hinge allows for

fluctuation of the passage-forming section.

8. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein a spacing Netween interior
surfaces of the first and second elongated portions may be adjusted b\disengaging the
engagement portion from the fastener portion, and reengaging the engageXyent portion
with the fastener portion to retain the bariatric clamp in a second substantiall

position.

0. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion is

integrated with the first elongated portion.
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10. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion includes a
hooR\feature disposed towards the distal end of the first elongated portion.
The bariatric clamp of claim 10, wherein the first substrate member

comprises at leasXa portion of the hook feature.

12. The barialyjc clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion includes at

least one raised member dispRsed on an outer surface of the first elongated portion.

portion and the second polymer portion fully encloseN\the respective one of the first

substrate member and second substrate member.

15. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least onX of the first polymer
portion and the second polymer portion at least partially encloses the Y¢spective one of the

first substrate member and second substrate member.

16. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the bight portion further ilxludes

at least one of at least a portion of the first substrate member and at least a portion of e

second substrate member.
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17. A method for installing a bariatric clamp having at least a first elongated
rtion, a second elongated portion, and a flexible hinge, the method comprising:
creating an opening in an abdominal cavity of a patient to access a stomach of the
patient;
remoXing tissue connected to an exterior surface of the stomach adjacent areas

ere the bariatric clamp is to be positioned;

1 QAartin o - 1 Ao

separately pass through the opening in\he abdominal cavity;
positioning the second eiongated portion of the bayatric ciamp adjacent a portion
of the exterior surface of a second side of the S\pomach;
positioning the first elongated portion of the bariatric clan\p adjacent a portion of
the exterior surface of a first side of the stomach; and
closing the bariatric clamp to apply pressure to the portions of thexterior

surfaces of the stomach to at least partially partition a cavity i

stomach.
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18. The method of claim 17, wherein creating the opening in the abdominal

vity of the patient comprises inserting one or more trocars into the abdominal cavity of

The method of claim 17, wherein positioning the bariatric clamp in an
opened position Nycludes positioning the bariatric clamp in an expanded position by

placing the bariatric }amp in the opened position such that a length of the first elongated

portion is substantially cWlinear with a length of the second elongated portion.

21. The method of claim 17, wherein posiNoning the second elongated portion
of the bariatric ciamp adjacent a portion of the exterior sixface of the second side of the
stomach comprises:

attaching a first end of a guide member to an alignment d

positioning the alignment device along the second side of the omach, and

positioning a portion of the alignment device adjacent the Nyst side of the
stomach with the first end of the guide member attached;
positioning at least a portion of the guide member on the first side of the s\gmach;
using the alignment device to position a first portion of the guide member alo

the second side of the stomach while a second portion of the guide

member is positioned on the first side of the stomach;
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attaching the first end of the guide member to the second elongated portion of the
bariatric clamp; and

engaging the second portion of the guide member to position the second elongated

portion of the bariatric clamp adjacent the second side of the stomach.

22. method of claim 21, wherein the first side of the stomach is primarily

the anterior side of ti¢ stomach, and the second side of the stomach is primarily the

~-1

uide member comprises at least one

25. The method of claim 17, wherein closing the
securing the first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to the sd¢ond elongated portion

of the bariatric clamp.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein securing the first elongated pQrtion of
the bariatric clamp to the second elongated portion of the bariatric clamp compris
engaging a first end of the second elongated portion with a fastener portion disposed

first end of the first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to apply a desired pressure to

81



the portions of the exterior surfaces stomach to at least partially partition the cavity inside

The method of claim 17, further comprising adjusting a length of the
bariatric cla

28. thod of claim 27, wherein adjusting a length of the bariatric clamp
includes at least one of aNjusting a length of the first elongated portion and adjusting a
length of the second elongat

portion.

29. The method of claim N, further comprising:

stomach.
30. The method of claim 29, wherein affixing at ldgst a portion of the first
elongated portion to the first side of the stomach includes suturin\through an overmolded
portion of the first elongated portion, and affixing at least a portion oNthe second
elongated portion to the second side of the stomach includes suturing thr

overmolded portion of the second elongated portion.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein affixing at least a portion of the first
elongated portion to the first side of the stomach or at least a portion of the second

elongated portion to the second side of the stomach includes at least one from the group
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that includes: using suturing, using a toggle suture, using a suture attached to the bariatric
amp, using a needle attached to the bariatric clamp, using a curved needle attached to a
portiRn of the bariatric clamp, and using a curved needle that is covered and attached to a
portion X the bariatric clamp.
32. method of claim 29, wherein at least one of the first and second
elongated portions itJudes suturing needles at least partially embedded within the

overmolded portions of tRg respective first and second elongated portions for suturing

through the overmolded port\ns of the respective first and second elongated portions.

33 The method of claim N, wherein closing the bariatric clamp to at least
martially; martitinn o cavity ingida artitinming tha gtomacnh 0o cranta
tJ 1LlL lly PCLLLLLLUII a bCl.VlLy Hisiuc ALILIVLLL lé LLIT dluldllavil v vicau

clamp positioned towards a bottom of the stomach allQws gastric juices to flow between
the exciuded portion of the stomach and the stomach pou¥
34. The method of claim 17, further comprising adjust\ag the at least partially
partitioned cavity inside the stomach.
35. The method of claim 34, wherein adjusting the at least partiall\partitioned
cavity inside the stomach comprises adjusting a spacing between interior surfaces\Qf the

first and second elongated portions.
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36. The method of claim 35, wherein adjusting the spacing between the

terior surfaces of the first and second elongated portions comprises disengaging the first

first end of the fixgt elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to provide a desired pressure

on the stomach by thy bariatric clamp.

37 The method o\claim 17, wherein at least one of the first elongated portion
and second elongated a substrate member at least partially enclosed

within a polymer material.

38. The method of claim 37, wheiXin the substrate member comprises

titanium.

W
O

The method of ciaim 37, wherein the polyNer material comprises silicone.
40. The method of claim 17, wherein a first section of\e first elongated
portion and a first section of the second elongated portion comprise a\artition-forming

section.

41. The method of claim 17, wherein a second section of the first elonNated

portion and a second section of the second elongated portion comprise a passage-fo

section.
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42. The method of claim 17, wherein the flexible hinge is stretchable and may
ist to provide the first elongated member at a desired position in any of three
orthdgonal planes relative to the second elongated member, and further comprising:
pPRsitioning the first and the second elongated members of the bariatric clamp
relative to ong another within the abdominal cavity through, at least partially, twisting the

flexible hinge.

flexible hinge.




44. A bariatric clamp, comprising:

a first elongated member having an engagement portion disposed towards a first
end of the first elongated member;

agecond elongated member having a fastener portion disposed adjacent a first end
of the second elongated member; and

a bight n\mber having a flexible hinge positioned adjacent a second end of the
first eygngated member, and a second end of the second elongated

member;

wherein the first elonjated member and second elongated member comprise a

45. The bariatric ciamp of claim 44, wherein &\Jeast one of the first elongated
member and second elongated member comprises a substrate\nember at least partially

enclosed within a polymer material.

46. The bariatric clamp of claim 45, wherein the substrate mem\ber comprises
titanium.

47. The bariatric clamp of claim 45, wherein the polymer material comprisgs
silicone.
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48. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein the fastener portion includes one

more openings operable to receive at least a portion of the engagement portion.

The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein the flexible hinge of the bight

its fluctuation of the passage-forming section.

engagement portion from theNastener portion, and reengaging the engagement portion
with the fastener portion to retaitNhe bariatric clamp in a second closed position or state.
51. The bariatric clamp of claln 44, wherein at least one of the first elongated
member, the second elongated member and thNg bight member includes one or more suture
needles at least partially embedded within a polyNer overmold at least partially

encapsulating the respective first elongated member,

cond elongated member or bight

member.

4
[\

The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein at least oRg of the first elongated
member, the second elongated member and the bight member includé one or more

sections operable to receive a toggle suture assembly.
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What is claimed is:

1. A bariatric clamp comprising:

a first elongated portion having a distal end, a proximal end, a first substrate
member, and a first polymer portion surrounding at least the proximal end of the first
elongated portion;

a second elongated portion having a distal end, a proximal end, a second substrate
member, and a second polymer portion surrounding at least the proximal end of the second
elongated portion;

a bight portion having a flexible hinge formed from a third polymer portion, the bight
portion joining the first and second elongated portions at the proximal end of the first
elongated portion of the bariatric clamp and the proximal end of the second elongated
portion of the bariatric clamp via the third polymer portion, second polymer portion, and first
polymer portion being integrally formed as a single unit;

a fastener portion disposed towards the distal end of the second elongated portion;
and

an engagement portion disposed adjacent the first elongated portion, the
engagement portion operable to engage the fastener portion to retain the bariatric clamp in a

substantially closed position.

2. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first substrate member

or second substrate member is partially disposed within the bight portion.

3. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first and second

substrate members are comprised of titanium.

4. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the fastener portion includes one or more

openings operable to receive at least a portion of the engagement portion.

5. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the first polymer portion, second polymer

portion, and third polymer portion comprise a polymer overmold of the bariatric clamp.

6. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the first and second elongated portions of
the bariatric clamp form a partition-forming section located towards the distal end of the
bariatric clamp when the bariatric clamp is in the substantially closed position, and the bight
portion of the bariatric clamp forms a passage-forming section located towards the proximal

end of the bariatric clamp when the bariatric clamp is in the substantially closed position.
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7. The bariatric clamp of claim 6, wherein the flexible hinge allows for fluctuation of

the passage-forming section.

8. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein a spacing between interior surfaces of the
first and second elongated portions may be adjusted by disengaging the engagement
portion from the fastener portion, and reengaging the engagement portion with the fastener

portion to retain the bariatric clamp in a second substantially closed position.

9. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion is integrated with

the first elongated portion.

10. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion includes a hook

feature disposed towards the distal end of the first elongated portion.

11. The bariatric clamp of claim 10, wherein the first substrate member comprises at

least a portion of the hook feature.

12. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion includes at least

one raised member disposed on an outer surface of the first elongated portion.

13. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the engagement portion includes at least

one retaining loop operable to retain at least a portion of the fastener portion.

14. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first polymer portion
and the second polymer portion fully encloses the respective one of the first substrate

member and second substrate member.

15. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein at least one of the first polymer portion
and the second polymer portion at least partially encloses the respective one of the first

substrate member and second substrate member.

16. The bariatric clamp of claim 1, wherein the bight portion further includes at least
one of at least a portion of the first substrate member and at least a portion of the second

substrate member.

17. A method for installing a bariatric clamp having at least a first elongated portion, a

second elongated portion, and a flexible hinge, the method comprising:
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creating an opening in an abdominal cavity of a patient to access a stomach of the
patient;

removing tissue connected to an exterior surface of the stomach adjacent areas
where the bariatric clamp is to be positioned;

positioning the bariatric clamp in an open position such that a first end of the first
elongated portion and a first end of the second elongated portion are open relative to one
another such that the first end of the first elongated portion and the first end of the second
elongated portion are not opposite one another, and a second end of the first elongated
portion and the second end of the second elongated portion are linked through one or more
members that include the flexible hinge;

inserting the bariatric clamp into the abdominal cavity through the opening while the
clamp is positioned in the open position, and wherein the first elongated portion and the
second elongated portion of the bariatric clamp separately pass through the opening in the
abdominal cavity at different times; positioning the second elongated portion of the bariatric
clamp adjacent a portion of the exterior surface of a second side of the stomach;

positioning the first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp adjacent a portion of the
exterior surface of a first side of the stomach; and

closing the bariatric clamp to apply pressure to the portions of the exterior

surfaces of the stomach to at least partially partition a cavity inside the stomach.

18. The method of claim 17, wherein creating the opening in the abdominal cavity of

the patient comprises inserting one or more trocars into the abdominal cavity of the patient.

19. The method of claim 17, wherein positioning the bariatric clamp in an opened
position includes positioning the bariatric clamp in an expanded position by placing the
bariatric clamp in the opened position such that a length of the first elongated portion is

substantially collinear with a length of the second elongated portion.

20. The method of claim 17, wherein positioning the bariatric clamp in an opened
position includes positioning the bariatric clamp such that the bariatric clamp is capable of

fitting into the opening of the abdominal cavity of the patient in the opened position.

21. The method of claim 17, wherein positioning the second elongated portion of the
bariatric clamp adjacent a portion of the exterior surface of the second side of the stomach
comprises:

attaching a first end of a guide member to an alignment device;

positioning the alignment device along the second side of the stomach, and
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positioning a portion of the alignment device adjacent the first side of the stomach
with the first end of the guide member attached; positioning at least a portion of the guide
member on the first side of the stomach; using the alignment device to position a first portion
of the guide member along the second side of the stomach while a second portion of the
guide member is positioned on the first side of the stomach;

attaching the first end of the guide member to the second elongated portion of the
bariatric clamp; and

engaging the second portion of the guide member to position the second elongated

portion of the bariatric clamp adjacent the second side of the stomach.

22. The method of claim 21, wherein the first side of the stomach is primarily the
anterior side of the stomach, and the second side of the stomach is primarily the posterior

side of the stomach.

23. The method of claim 21, wherein the first side of the stomach is primarily the
posterior side of the stomach, and the second side of the stomach is primarily the anterior

side of the stomach.

24. The method of claim 21, wherein the guide member comprises at least one from

the group that includes a string, a thread, a twine, a wire, and a suture.

25. The method of claim 17, wherein closing the bariatric clamp comprises securing
the first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to the second elongated portion of the

bariatric clamp.

26. The method of claim 25, wherein securing the first elongated portion of the
bariatric clamp to the second elongated portion of the bariatric clamp comprises engaging a
first end of the second elongated portion with a fastener portion disposed at a first end of the
first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to apply a desired pressure to the portions of the

exterior surfaces stomach to at least partially partition the cavity inside the stomach.

27. The method of claim 17, further comprising adjusting a length of the bariatric

clamp.

28. The method of claim 27, wherein adjusting a length of the bariatric clamp
includes at least one of adjusting a length of the first elongated portion and adjusting a

length of the second elongated portion.
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29. The method of claim 17, further comprising:

affixing at least a portion of the first elongated portion to the first side of the stomach,
and

affixing at least a portion of the second elongated portion to the second side of the

stomach.

30. The method of claim 29, wherein affixing at least a portion of the first elongated
portion to the first side of the stomach includes suturing through an overmolded portion of
the first elongated portion, and affixing at least a portion of the second elongated portion to
the second side of the stomach includes suturing through an overmolded portion of the

second elongated portion.

31. The method of claim 29, wherein affixing at least a portion of the first elongated
portion to the first side of the stomach or at least a portion of the second elongated portion to
the second side of the stomach includes at least one from the group

that includes: using suturing, using a toggle suture, using a suture attached to the
bariatric clamp, using a needle attached to the bariatric clamp, using a curved needle
attached to a portion of the bariatric clamp, and using a curved needle that is covered and

attached to a portion of the bariatric clamp.

32. The method of claim 29, wherein at least one of the first and second elongated
portions includes suturing needles at least partially embedded within the overmolded
portions of the respective first and second elongated portions for suturing through the

overmolded portions of the respective first and second elongated portions.

33. The method of claim 17, wherein closing the bariatric clamp to at least partially
partition a cavity inside the stomach includes partitioning the stomach to create at least a
partial stomach pouch to receive food adjacent the esophagus, and to create an excluded
portion of the stomach, wherein a passage-forming section of the bariatric clamp positioned
towards a bottom of the stomach allows gastric juices to flow between the excluded portion

of the stomach and the stomach pouch.

34. The method of claim 17, further comprising adjusting the at least partially

partitioned cavity inside the stomach.

80



35. The method of claim 34, wherein adjusting the at least partially partitioned cavity
inside the stomach comprises adjusting a spacing between interior surfaces of the first and

second elongated portions.

36. The method of claim 35, wherein adjusting the spacing between the interior
surfaces of the first and second elongated portions comprises disengaging the first end of
the second elongated portion from the fastener portion disposed at the first end of the first
elongated portion of the bariatric clamp, and reengaging the first end of the second
elongated portion with a different portion of the fastener portion disposed at the first end of
the first elongated portion of the bariatric clamp to provide a desired pressure on the

stomach by the bariatric clamp.

37. The method of claim 17, wherein at least one of the first elongated portion and
second elongated portion comprises a substrate member at least partially enclosed within a

polymer material.

38. The method of claim 37, wherein the substrate member comprises titanium.

39. The method of claim 37, wherein the polymer material comprises silicone.

40. The method of claim 17, wherein a first section of the first elongated portion and

a first section of the second elongated portion comprise a partition-forming section.

41. The method of claim 17, wherein a second section of the first elongated portion

and a second section of the second elongated portion comprise a passage-forming section.

42. The method of claim 17, wherein the flexible hinge is stretchable and may twist to
provide the first elongated member at a desired position in any of three orthogonal planes
relative to the second elongated member, and further comprising: positioning the first and
the second elongated members of the bariatric clamp relative to one another within the

abdominal cavity through, at least partially, twisting the flexible hinge.
43. The method of claim 17, wherein the flexible hinge may twist to provide the first

elongated member at a desired position relative to the second elongated member, and

further comprising:
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positioning the first and the second elongated members of the bariatric clamp relative
to one another within the abdominal cavity through, at least partially, twisting the flexible

hinge.

44. A bariatric clamp, comprising:

a first elongated member having an engagement portion disposed towards a first end
of the first elongated member;

a second elongated member having a fastener portion disposed adjacent a first end
of the second elongated member; and

a bight member having a flexible hinge formed of a polymer material and positioned
adjacent a second end of the first elongated member, and a second end of the second
elongated member;

wherein the first elongated member and second elongated member comprise a
partition-forming section of the bariatric clamp when the bariatric clamp is closed through the
engagement portion disposed towards the first end of the first elongated member and the
fastener portion disposed adjacent the first end of the second elongated member, and
wherein a passage-forming section is formed adjacent the bight member of the bariatric

clamp.
45. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein at least one of the first elongated
member and second elongated member comprises a substrate member at least partially

enclosed within a polymer material.

46. The bariatric clamp of claim 45, wherein the substrate member comprises

titanium.

47. The bariatric clamp of claim 45, wherein the polymer material comprises silicone.

48. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein the fastener portion includes one or

more openings operable to receive at least a portion of the engagement portion.

49. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein the flexible hinge of the bight member

permits fluctuation of the passage-forming section.

50. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein a spacing between interior surfaces of

the first and second elongated members may be adjusted by disengaging the engagement
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portion from the fastener portion, and reengaging the engagement portion with the fastener

portion to retain the bariatric clamp in a second closed position or state.

51. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein at least one of the first elongated
member, the second elongated member and the bight member includes one or more suture
needles at least partially embedded within a polymer overmold at least partially
encapsulating the respective first elongated member, second elongated member or bight

member.
52. The bariatric clamp of claim 44, wherein at least one of the first elongated

member, the second elongated member and the bight member includes one or more

sections operable to receive a toggle suture assembly.
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