ABSTRACT The invention provides a method of preparing a supersaturated

- solution of an inorganic solute in an_aqueous solvent, to such sol utlons
and to a nethod of treating wood by inpregnating it wijFrsitel-sg ons.
The met hod of preparing the sol ution irmaolves nixing d TaitﬁJSHEﬂ

«salt solute together with an organi c dopant conpri si ng: an eREPEACES an
oi |l or wax, s@b%fl'IIQNSt AND: THRLR [PREPARATION onpr i ses an aqueots—phase=—i

which the solute is di ssol ved, the proportions of the constituents being

selected so that the aqueous phas%BSTmer saturated sol ution of the
i norganic salt solute in the solvent.

The invention provides a method of preparing a supersaturated solution
of an inorganic solute ip an aqueous solvent, to such solutions and to a
method of treating wood by impregnating it with such solutions. The
method of preparing the solution involves mixing an aqueous solvent and
salt solute together with an organic dopant comprising an emulsifier and
an oil or wax, so that the eventual solution comprises an aqueous phase
in which the solute is dissolved, the proportions of the constituents being
selectcd so that the aqueous phase is a supersaturated solution of the

inorganic salt solute in the solvent.
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