
REPLACEMENT SHEET 1.    A method comprising the steps of: receiving
hdwritten character input, which handwriten character input is comprised of
at least a first and a second discrete continuous segment; calculating at
least one distance between the first and second  discrete 



continuous segments ,the distance being substantially parallel to a writing
axis of the first and second discrete continuous segments including the
steps of: calculating a plurality of di  between the first and second
discrete coninuous segments which are substantially parallel to the writing
axis of the first and second discrete continuous segments; 



identifying which of the plurality of distances has a smallest value; and
using the distance to determinc whether the first and second discrete
continuous  segments belong to separate handwritten character inputs. 2.
The method of claim 1, wherein the step of using the parallel distance to
determine whether  the first and second discrete continuous segments belong
to separate handwritten 



inputs includes the step  of determining whether the first and second
discrete continuous segments belong to separate handwitten inputs based
upon the smallest value of the plurality of distances.   



3.    A metbod comprisingthe steps of: receiving  handwritten character
input, which handwritten character input is comprised of at least a first
and a second discrete continuous segment calculating at least one distance
beteen the first and second discrete 



continuous  segments, the distance being substantially parallel to a
writing axis of the first and second discrete continuou segments;
identifying a boundary for each of the first and second discrete continuous
segments, which boundary for cachof the first and second discrete
continuous segments is substantially perpendiculer to the writing axis; 



calculating a distance between the boundaries for the first and second
discrete continuous segments; and using the  distance between the
boundaries for the first and second discrete continuous segments to
determine whether the first and second discrete  continuous segments belong
to separate handwritten inputs. 



RELACEMENT SHEET 4.    A method comprising the sleps of: 



receiving handwriten input comprising first and second continuous segments,
the handwritten input having a first axis defined along a direction of
writing of the handwritten input; determining a boundary for each of the
first and second continuous segments, the boundary for each of the first
and second continuous segments being defined along a 



second  axis pependicular to the first axis through a point along the first
axis for each of the first and second continuous segments nearest the
boundary of the other of the first and second continuous segments;
calculating a distance parallel to the first axis between the boundaries,
and determining from the distance whether the first and second continuous 



segments are separate handwritten inputs, including   stops of comparing
the distance to a first predetermined  threshold; determining that the
first and second continuous segments are seperate handwritten inputs when
the distance is greater than the  first predetermined threshold; separating
each of the first and second continuous segments into a 



plurality of sections when the distance is not greater than the first
predetermined threshold; analyzing each of the plurality of sections to
determine which of the plurality of sections has a portion of each of the
first and second continuous segments; for each of the plurality of sections
where the portion of each of the first and second continuous segments has
been found, calculating a segment distance between the 



portions of the first and second  continuous segments  that are nearest  to
each other, and determining from the distance and the segment distance
whether the fst and second continuous segments are separate handwritten
input.   



REPLACEMENT SHEET 17 5.    A method according to claim 4 wherein  the
step of determining from the distance and the section  distance whether at
least first and second continuous segment are separate 



handwritten input comprises the steps of: calculating a weighted average of
the distance and the segment distance; comparing the weighted average to a
second predetermined threshold determining that  the at least  first and
second continuous segment are separate handwritten input if the weighted
average is greater than the second predetermined in threshold; 



and determining that the at least first and second continuous segment are
not sepe   hangwritten input if the weighted average is not greater than
the second predetermined threshold. 6.    A method according to claim 4
wherein the sections are distributed  in a direction 



perpendicular to the writing axis. 7.    A method according to claim 6
wherein the sections are of equal breadth in a direction perpendicular to
the writing axis.   



REPLACEMENT SHEET 18                    REPLACEMENT SHEET 8.    A method,
comprising the steps of: processing first and second discrete continuous
segments representing 



handwritten input entered along a writing  axis to identify a first
boundary for the first discrrete continuous segment and a second boundary
for the second discrete coutinuous segment, the first boundary representing
a greatest displacment of the first discrete continuous segment from a
reference and the second boundary representing a least displacement of the
second discrete continuous segment from the reference; 



calculating a first distance between the first and second boundary, the
first distance being substantially parallel to the writing axis;
determining that the first and second discrete continuous segments
represent a separate handwritten character when the first distance exceeds
a first threshold; determining a second distance  when the first distance
does not at least exceed the 



first  threshod, the second distance being substantially parallel to the
writing axis and  selected as a minimum distance from a plurality of
distances between left-most points of the first discrete continuous segment
and right-most points of the second discrete continuous segment in a like
plurality of bands being  substantially parallel to the writing axis; and
determining that the first and second discrete continuous segments
represent a 



separate handwritten character when the second distnce exceeds a second
threshold.    receiving handwritten character input, which handwritten
character input 



comprised of at least a first and a second discrete continuous segment
positioned along a writing axis; defing a first and a second boundary which
are substantially perpendicular to the writing axis; calculating he first
boundary by finding the point in the first discrete continuous 



segment that has the largest displacement from a reference point  along the
writing axis; calculating the second boundary by finding the point in the
second discrete continuous segment that has the smallest displacement  from
the reference point along the determining that the largest displacement of
the  point in the first discrete continuous segment is greater than the
smallest displacement of the point in the second discrete 



continuous segment; calculating a negative value by subtracting  the
smallest displacement of the point of the second discrete continuous
segment from the largest displacement of the point of the first discrete
continuous segment; and using the negative value to determine whether the
first  and second discrete 



continuous segments  belong  to s separate handwritten inputs.    












