
A channel structure and mechanisms that support effective and efficient
allocation and utilization of the reverse link resources. In one aspect,
mechanisms are provided to quickly assign resources (e.g., a supplemental
channel) as needed, and to quickly de-assign the resources when not needed
or to maintain system stability. The reverse link resources may be quickly
assigned and de-assigned via short messages (412, 418) exchanged on control
channels on the forward and reverse links. In another aspect, mechanisms
are provided to facilitate efficient and reliable data transmission. A
reliable acknowledgment/negative acknowledgment scheme and an efficient
retransmission scheme are provided. Mechanisms are also provided to control
the transmit power and/or data rate of the remote terminals to achieve high
performance and avoid instability. 


